
COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Native Plant Sales
GEORGE F CANYON PRESERVE 
NATURE CENTER
Monthly Plant Sales are Back! Come to 
our nature centers during our sales to 
learn more about growing local native 
plants and purchase some for your 
garden!

PVPHA Renewal Deadline
JULY 1
More info on page 3

Empty Saddle Club Gymkhana 
Series
JULY 7, 8 AM
More info on page 5

PVPHA Obstacle Fun Day
JULY 14, 10 AM – 3 PM
ERNIE HOWLETT PARK
More info on page 7

PVPHA Ice Cream Social and Sing-
Along
JULY 18, 7 PM
EMPTY SADDLE CLUB

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the 
PVPHA. To add an event, please 
email: pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
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PALOS VERDES PENINSULA HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

DISPATCH

By Kathy Stowe
Join us for PVPHA's Annual Ice 
Cream Social and Sing Along! Join 
us Thursday, July 18 at 7 pm, at 
the Empty Saddle Club's kitchen.
Then come to the campfire area, 
near the roping arena, for a sing-
along!

Do you love to eat ice cream 
sundaes, banana splits, or just ice 
cream scoops with fun toppings? 
If so, come to the Empty Saddle 
Club, for the FREE PVPHA Ice 
Cream Social.

Do you like to sing? Then please 
join us and raise your voice with 

joy at the campfire, during and 
after your ice cream binge.

Do you play an instrument? 
Please bring it and offer up a song 
or two as we go around the circle 
trading familiar and new songs, 
as the campfire crackles.

Kathy and Bruce will be there so 
bring your friends, as we welcome 
musicians and all visitors and 
singers, to join around the 
campfire for musical fun!

Empty Saddle Club requests non-
members to please leave your pup 
at home.

We hope to see you there! 

PVPHA July Meeting: 
Annual Ice Cream Social and 

Sing-Along

mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=
http://PVPHA.org
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TRAIL PROTECTION 
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Please consider making a donation to the 
PVPHA Trail Protection Fund. All donors 
receive recognition with their name in 
the Dispatch in the following month. All 
donations are tax-deductible.

E  Linda Patton E
E  Linda Humphrey E

E  Pamela and Glenn Gibson E
E  C. M. Tabellario E

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
E  Dora Gray E

E  Dorothy Spelliscy E

http://PVPHA.org
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Round up your credit card or 
checkbook and renew your 
membership during the PVPHA 
membership and renewal drive!
Go to http://pvpha.org/membership and 
click the donate button. Or, use the membership 
form received in the mail or on the last page of the 
Dispatch to mail in your $40 membership check.

PVPHA BOARD ELECTIONS RESULTS
At our June meeting we held elections for four board positions. All incumbents 
were re-elected. The results are as follows:
•President - Charlene O'Neil
•Vice President of Civic Affairs - Sharon Yarber
•Vice President of Membership - Nancy Wildman
•Recording Secretary -Michelle Nuttman

http://PVPHA.org
http://pvpha.org/membership
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Rolling Hills Estates Adult Drill Team Performing at Horse Happenings on the Hill.

Empty Saddle Club June 
Gymkhana

By Jared Xepolis
Youth Equestrian Event #4 on 6/9/24 was a 
fantastic success!

On June 9th, 2024, 42 spirited riders gathered 
for another exciting day of competition. What 
started as a chilly morning quickly transformed 
into a warm and sunny day, perfect for 
showcasing the incredible talent of our young 
equestrians. The local community turned out in 
droves, with over 120 spectators and supporters 
cheering on their favorite riders in a wonderful 
show of community spirit and support.

We had an incredible lineup of winners who 
displayed outstanding skills and sportsmanship:

Advanced Division:
1st Place: Ava Peterson
2nd Place: Katelyn Serpico
3rd Place: Clara Garcia

Intermediate Division:
1st Place: Gabby Song
2nd Place: MJ Treach
3rd Place: Susie Born
4th Place: Gigi Galuppo

Beginner Division:
1st Place: Lyndi Caron
2nd Place: Quinn Xepolis
3rd Place: Ella Horta

A huge thank you to our incredible sponsors: 
@tophandropes, @von_plateau, @
keenandevelopment, Ruth Sobeck DVM, and 
Larry Kelly & Donna Fernandez DVM. Your 
generous support helps make these events 
possible and fosters the growth of our local youth 
equestrian community.

Advanced division: Ava Peterson, Katelyn 
Serpico, Clara Garcia. All photos courtesy of 
Jared Xepolis.

Intermediate division: Suzie Born , Gabby 
Song, MJ Treach, and Gigi Galuppo. 

Beginner division: Lyndon Caron, Quinn 
Xepolis, Ella Horta. 

http://PVPHA.org
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LONGING FOR HORSE PROPERTY?

      Charlene@pvcountry.com ’NeilO
Charlene O’Neil Properties

310.422.1212
CalBre#00787823

http://PVPHA.org
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Notes from the June PVPHA 
Meeting: Portuguese Bend 

Land Movement Discussion

By Sheri Hastings

How does the Portuguese Bend Landslide 
affect the community, especially the local 
horse community?
1. More than 8 miles of trails in the Portuguese 
Bend Preserve have been completely closed. 
Burma Trail, below Eagle's Nest, is completely 
gone. There are deep fissures that you don't 
even realize are there until your horse falls into 
one and is suddenly withers deep. Also sudden 
deep holes appear where a horse could be easily 
injured. Do not attempt to ride these trails as 
they are dangerous now for horses. Horsemen in 
the Portuguese Bend Area, unless they have their 
own arena, are mostly limited to street walking 
or trailering to a different area to ride because 
the trails are closed. 

2. The Portuguese Bend Riding Club has a fissure 
running through the dressage and jumping 
arenas. The land is no longer as level as it was and 
the staff has to constantly monitor for fissures 
there.

3. If you drive Palos Verdes Drive South you 
will notice the road is now extremely rough. In 
fact, it is so rough now that it has been closed 
to motorcyclists and bicycles due to the potential 
for accidents. It is extremely difficult to drive this 
road with a horse trailer. 

4. Everyone who keeps horses has had to invest 
in a water storage tank. This is because water 
main breaks cause the water to be off 2-3 days 
per week on average now in Portuguese Bend, 
There have been 142 water main breaks on 
Vanderlip Drive alone since Jan 1. Our gas has 

been turned off due to fire concerns. Worst case 
is that movement causes both gas and water to 
go out at the same time and the gas causes a fire. 
Electricty has gone out a few times and there 
have been several main line sewer breaks.

4. Many of the roads in Portuguese Bend have 
been closed. The Narcissa Gate is closed to all 
traffic. This is especially concerning because 
in the event of a fire it leaves only one road, 
Peppertree Drive, out of Portuguese Bend. And 
that road is also extremely rough and would be 
difficult to navigate if firetrucks are going up it as 
horse trailers are coming down it.

5. The Wayfarer's Chapel has been affected by 
the landslide and is being dismantled. 

6. You can ride illegally at the beach still but even 
that area is prone to fissures. The Portuguese 
Bend Beach Club has been very badly affected 
with many houses damaged and the tennis courts 
now full of hills and valleys and holes. 

7. Several homes in the area have been all but 
lost. Some construction companies are working 
to lift the homes or install helical anchors at great 
expense to the owners (hundreds of thousands 
of dollars) but there is no certainty that these 
measures will be effective as the slide continues 
to move.

What are the reasons for the Portuguese 
Bend Landslide?
1. Water is the number one reason for the 
landslide. There is a layer of volcanic ash clay 
called bentonite that acts like slippery soap 
when it gets wet. As water gets down to this layer, 

http://PVPHA.org
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mainly through the landslide fissures (the cracks 
that run straight down to that bentonite layer), 
the water  lubricates the slide planes and the 
land above them begins to slip. The sources of 
water are partially natural rainwater, but mostly 
manmade. In terms of water making the slide 
worse, 2024 was a perfect storm of events:

a. The landslide area is a natural watershed that 
was already saturated from natural rain water 
due to two years in a row of unusually high 
amounts of rain. 

b. On top of that there are storm drains that 
run directly into the landslide fissures. In 1987, 
despite dozens of reports saying that Altamira 
Canyon should be lined, the City of Rancho 
Palos Verdes actually approved storm drains 
from the hundreds of new houses and miles of 
roads and sidewalks along Crest Road to send all 
storm drain runoff into Altamira Canyon. That 
now sends millions of gallons of water directly 
into the fissures in Altamira Canyon. Also storm 
water and sewer leachage from Flying Triangle 
runs into Rancho Palos Verdes below it around 

the Seaview area.  Residents such as Charlie 
Raine, brother of dressage Olympian Kathleen 
Raine, have been trying, so far unsuccessfully,  
to get the cities of RH and RPV to work together 
to correct this. 

c. Because of the movement created by the 
sources above, the big 8 inch Cal Water pipes 
that source Portuguese Bend with water started 
to break. This sent more water into the canyon, 
creating a feedback loop where the land moves 
because of water and breaks the pipes and then 
the broken pipes send more water into the land.

d. In 2021 in RH a fire hydrant on Crest Road 
was hit by an automobile. The fire hydrant sent 
a cascade of water down into Portuguese Bend 
that resulted in the diversion of Indian Wells 
Creek. This caused a natural spring to become 
diverted so that it too also flowed directly into 
the landslide.  Despite the pleas of residents to 
correct the problem, the City of Rancho Palos 
Verdes allowed that stream to run into the 
landslide fissures for more than three years.

e. Dewatering wells were installed in the late 
1950's to mitigate the slide. These worked but 
were not monitored in recent years. Some had 
sheared and were completely inoperational.  
Water that used to be removed from the slide via 
the wells is now let into the slide. 

For all of these reasons the water table all over 
the peninsula has risen and there are geologically 
curious events happening all over the peninsula. 
Artesian springs popping up in houses along Via 
Campesina, springs that don't usually run this 

http://PVPHA.org
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late that are still running in Dapplegray, and 
other water related anomalous behavior.

2. The toe of the slide is being worn away by 
wave action at the shoreline. Think of what 
happens when you empty a bag of loose dirt.  At 
some point it reaches an equilibrium and the pile 
is contained. If you scoop away from the edges 
of the pile, aka the "toe",  the pile shifts down 
some more. This is exactly what happened in 
the Malibu slide where the toe happened to land 
on PCH. As Cal Trans cleaned up the dirt on the 
highway, the land would slide down some more.  
In the case of the Portuguese Bend Landslide, the  
toe is down towards the beach. (This is related to 
the 13 terraces off the Palso Verdes coast.) The 
ocean has a sort of cheese grater effect on the 
toe wearing it away. This is largely why our side 
continues to slip whereas most other slides find 
an equilibrium point. The City of Rancho Palos 
Verdes has been offered engineering solutions to 
buffer the toe of the slide but has not acted on 
them. 

3. Weight. Weight on top of the slide increases 
the pressure on the slippery land and makes it 
more likely to move. All of the construction and 
land movement on the Peninsula in the last few 
years increased the likelihood of the landslide 
reactivating.

So many residents feel that the City of Rancho 
Palos Verdes has contributed directly to the 
damage from the Portuguese Bend Landslide 
because of them allowing storm drains that run 
directly into the landslide,  not doing anything to 
buffer the toe of the slide and allowing massive 
construction in an active slide area over the last 
two decades.

How big is the Portuguese Bend Landslide?
In 1956 the boundaries of the slide encompassed 
about 270 acres.  Now it is about 700 acres. We 
are currently moving at a rate of about 8-10 
inches per week with no sign of that stopping 
anytime soon.

The current slide includes the following areas:

- The Flying Triangle in Rolling Hills

- Klondike Canyon - The Seaview Community 
near Schooner and PVDS and the Portuguese 
Bend Beach Club

- Portuguese Bend - The east side of Portuguese 
Bend

- Abalone Cove - The west side of Portuguese 
Bend behind Wayfarer's Chapel and Sea Cove

What mitigation measures are being taken to 
limit movement from the  Portuguese Bend 
Landslide?
We probably cannot 'stop the slide'. What we can 
do is take measures to decrease the movement of 
the slide. To this end two Landslide Abatement 
districts have been formed (Klondike Canyon 
Landslide Abatement Distric - KCLAD and 
Abalone Cove Landslide Abatement District 
(ACLAD). These are run entirely by citizen 
volunteers and assess liens on local properties 
(about $3000 per year) and that money is used 
for various landslide abatement efforts  - mostly 
wells.

We now have about 24 wells pumping out more 
than 130,000 gallons of water per day. The 
problem with vertical wells is that they are easily 
sheared as the land moves.

We received a grant from FEMA for 23 million 
dollars. This has been used to purchase two 
hydraugers which are horizontal wells that run 
about half a mile deep. These will not help the 
current landslide but will alleviate movement in 
Portuguese Bend landslide. It is a bit of a gamble 
but the hope is that these will work. (A vertical 
well costs about 100K - these cost $10million 
dollars each.)  

We desperately need to line Altamira Canyon. 
This will cost about 33 million dollars and there 
are no plans to do it. Environmentalists oppose 
this as it will cause serious ecological damage, 
but it is the single most important thing we could 
do to help the current Abalone Cove Landslide.
We should try to buffer the toe of the slide but 
again there are no plans to do this.

http://PVPHA.org
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Before and after of Vanderlip Drive.

Katrina Vanderlip is selling signed prints of these 
paintings in an effort to restore Vanderlip Drive. $200 
for 9x13 and $300 for 8x12. Contact Sheri Hastings at 
(310) 809-6914 for more info or to purchase.

A barn broken as a result 
of the landslides.

A fissure in Burma 
Trail.

http://PVPHA.org
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Trail Updates
By Nancy Wildman
A big thanks to Bob Luty and Bob Fritz for repairing 
the fence and trail on the Phillips Canyon Trail 
adjacent to the Rolling Hills Little League field. 
This trail was severely eroded by the rain last 
winter which created a dangerous condition for 
equestrians. This was a big effort and I’m sure it’s 
appreciated by all who ride by! Thank you!

As for other trails in the area, Mike Goldsmith 
from the city of RHE is working on them. 
Unfortunately, they are taking longer to dry out 
than anticipated, but will be graded as soon as the 
soil is dry enough to support the heavy equipment 
needed for the job. Thank you Mike!

The Bent Springs Trail in Rolling Hills remains 
closed but most other trails are open and have 
been cleared of weeds. Thanks to Arty Beckler 
of the Rolling Hills Community Association for 
making these trails so nice for equestrians! Your 
efforts are appreciated!

Bulletin Board
By Nancy Wildman
Thanks to Grant Mogford, the new owner of 
Kelly’s Korner, the PVPHA bulletin board 
has been relocated on the side of the building 
closest to Palos Verdes Dr., North. Sign and 
date all items you wish to display and attach 
with the magnets provided. Notices will be 
removed after one month. Please do not use 
tape on the bulletin board as it is difficult to 
remove. Thanks for your cooperation!

http://PVPHA.org
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Posse Play Day Community 
Training

By Debbie Lang

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Lomita 
Station Mounted Posse had a great community horse 
training and play day this month.

In an effort to show the horse community how the 
Sheriffs Posse participates in the community and 
touch base on some of our many training activities we 
opened our training to our community horse friends.

We touched on how the horse and rider becomes a 
team and relies on each other in the field. We are 
always learning new skills so when a situation arises 
we are prepared to act accordingly and without 
incident.  We had a great turnout for this event and 
folks from all over the hill came out and rode and 
trained alongside the  Posse members.The fun day 
started out with safety and ground work, learning 
how to move our horses on the ground. Then, on 
horseback, the training continued with obstacles and 
sensory items.

After a great lunch we had a lot of fun in teams of 
4 horse and riders with sensory and games.  The 
winners even came away with Starbucks gift cards. I 
want to thank all who donated their time for the PV 
horse community, especially Kelly Yates who helped 
me enormously.

 It was a really fun day for all participants. If you would 
like more information on our upcoming events or how 
to become a Posse member text me at 310-567-4517

Dr. Ruth Sobeck on Blossom negotiates the “scary 
plastic” obstacle while Tiffany Chiu and Asher 
patiently wait their turn.

Posse member Mirta Abel helps a horse and rider 
navigate the “water crossing” obstacle.
Photos by Brenda Caropin0.

http://PVPHA.org
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TRAIL 
PROTECTION 

FUND
Please consider making a donation to the 
PVPHA Trail Protection Fund. All donors 
receive recognition with their name in 
the Dispatch in the following month. All 
donations are tax-deductible.

MONTHLY 
PHOTO!

Sheree and Russell Greenwood sent in this 
beautiful photo of their granddaughter 
visiting from Wisconsin. She is posing with 
their horse Lena, reflecting on her mother 
Katie's days with her pony Strider. What a 
cute photo! Thank you to the Greenwoods!

Submit your horsey photos to pvpha.
dispatch@gmail.com to be featured!

FOLLOW US ON FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK!FACEBOOK!

KKeep up with the PVPHA, our monthly eep up with the PVPHA, our monthly 
Dispatch, and local events, news, and Dispatch, and local events, news, and 
concerns by visiting concerns by visiting facebook.com/facebook.com/

pvphapvpha. . 

Please share our articles and post Please share our articles and post 
relevant content and local equestrian relevant content and local equestrian 

happenings to our page. Don't forget to happenings to our page. Don't forget to 
click the "Like" button to get updates click the "Like" button to get updates 

sent to your feed! sent to your feed! 

http://PVPHA.org
mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=
http://facebook.com/pvpha
http://facebook.com/pvpha
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JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association, clip and mail this form to
	 PVPHA
	 PO Box 4153
	 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:			   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

		  Household membership	 $	 40.00

		  Tax-deductible contribution 
		  to Trail Protection Fund	 $

					     Total: 	 $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)	 $	 150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)	 $	 75
Quarter Page (4″×5″)	 $	 35
Business Card (2½″×4″)	 $	 20
Classified - per line	 $	 2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please visit pvpha.org/store to pay or 
make checks payable to PVPHA and 
mail them to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email print-ready ad copy and 
proof of payment for ad space to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha.dispatch@
gmail.com.

Any additional printing costs must be 
paid by the advertiser.

ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
THE 25th OF THE MONTH OR 
THEY WILL NOT BE PRINTED.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates and Policy

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President	  310-422-1212
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 	 310-729-3266
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs	 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs	  310-378-9412
Jan Spak, VP Education	 310-291-2484
Melody Colbert, Treasurer 	 310-427-4378
Michelle Nuttman, Recording Secretary	 310-770-4468
Lisa Kato, Corresponding Secretary	 310-621-8755

INTERESTED IN WRITING  
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always looking 
for contributing writers and  
photographers to help fill our 
next issue. Contact the editor at 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for 
more information.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED?

Email the editor for help and rates! 
Dispatch Editor: Charlie Green
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com

http://PVPHA.org
http://pvpha.org/store
mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=


The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a publication 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horse-
men’s Association, a charitable non-
profit organization classified by the IRS 
as a publicly supported tax-exempt 
organization. Please direct all editorial  
correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274
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