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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Native Plant Sales

GEORGE F CANYON PRESERVE
NATURE CENTER

Monthly Plant Sales are Back! Come to
our nature centers during our sales to
learn more about growing local native
plants and purchase some for your
garden!

PVPHA Monthly Meeting
JUNE 20, 7 PM
EMPTY SADDLE CLUB

PVPHA Renewal Deadline
JULY 1
MORE INFO ON PAGE 3

Empty Saddle Club Gymkhana
Series
JULY 7, 8 AM

Events listed here are not necessatrily
sponsored or endorsed by the
PVPHA. To add an event, please
email: pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com

Photo by Ruth Sobeck

PVPHA June Meeting:
Earth Movement in PV with
Sheri Hastings

By Jan Spak

Mark your calendars for June
20th at 7 PM at the Empty Saddle
Club. This month’s meeting will
be a very important presentation
about the land movement in and
around Rancho Palos Verdes. We
are very privileged to have Sheri
Hastings as our guest speaker to
give us the geology and history
of the landslide and how it has
affected the trail network in the PV
Conservancy. Sheri was born and
raised on a horse breeding farm
near Lexington, Kentucky and
has lived and kept horses here in
the Portuguese Bend Community
of Rancho Palos Verdes since
1980. This year her 8-stall barn
was completely destroyed by the
same landslide fissure that has
affected the Portuguese Bend

Riding Club and has resulted in
the decision to take down the
iconic Wayfarer’s Chapel. She
will also discuss her plans to
rebuild her barn in a way that will
be more landslide resistant. I'm
sure we can all benefit from this
helpful insight into the impact of
this earth-moving event.

We will also be holding
elections for PVPHA Board
positions of President, VP Civic
Affairs, VP membership, and
recording  secretary.  Those
who are interested in running
or nominating someone for a
position on the board of directors
should contact the nominating
committee chair, Melody Colbert,
at (310) 427-4378 or melcolbert@
aol.com.
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TRAIL
PROTECTION
FUND

Please consider making a donation to the
PVPHA Trail Protection Fund. All donors
receive recognition with their name in
the Dispatch in the following month. All
donations are tax-deductible.

4 Deborah Regan s
4 Ehlers Family 4

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
4 Ehlers Family 4
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SERRRYE M checkbook and renew your
ARRACAEREN membership during the PVPHA
membership and renewal drive!

prHA7 e Round up your credit card or

Go to http://pvpha.org/membership and
click the donate button. Or, use the membership
form received in the mail or on the last page of the
Dispatch to mail in your $40 membership check.

PVPHA Board Elections

Elections will be held in June, as per the PVPHA bylaws. The
following positions are up for election:

President
VP Civic Affairs
VP Membership

Recording Secretary

Those who are interested in running or nominating someone for a position
on the Board of Directors should contact the Nominating Committee Chair
Melody Colbert.

Nominating Committee Chair Contact:
Phone: 310-427-4378
Email: melcolbert@aol.com



http://PVPHA.org
mailto:melcolbert@aol.com
http://pvpha.org/membership

4 » PVPHA DISPATCH

PVPHA.org

JUNE 2024

Empty Saddle Club May
Gymkhana

By Jared Xepolis

Mother's Day Gymkhana Event #3 was a blessed
one!

Thirty-six enthusiastic riders gathered on what
began as a misty morning, but the clouds soon
parted, revealing a bright, sunny day perfect for
competition. The local equestrian community
showed up in force, with over sixty spectators
and supporters cheering on the talented youth
riders in the local and surrounding areas.

Despite it being Mother's Day, families came
out in full support, making the event even more
special and heartwarming.

A huge thank you to our incredible sponsors:
@tophandropes, @von_plateau, @
keenandevelopment, Ruth Sobeck DVM, and
Larry Kelly & Donna Fernandez DVM. Your
support makes these events possible!

Happy Hoofers Drill Team
Starts New Session

By Eden Heinsheimer

The Happy Hoofers Drills & Skills Team started
their 2024 season with an amazing kick off
practice on Monday, June 3rd at the Empty
Saddle Club! Practices run Mondays from 5:45-7
pm through Cowboy Days on September 27-29.
The team works on improving connection and
partnership with your horse, increasing your
overall horsemanship, and most of all HAVING
FUN!

New participants are welcome to join!

Riders must be at least 15 years old. The fee is
$110/person for the entire season - $75/person
to participate in Drills & Skills plus the Happy

Hoofer renewal fee of $35. New riders are
welcome to join us!

We will handle the required waivers and collect
payment (checks made to Happy Hoofers) at the
practice. Please reach out to Kelly Yates with any
questions at 310-704-7226.

Looking forward to another fantastic season!
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Kelly’s Korner Has a New
Owner!

By Nancy Wildman

For those of you who are concerned about the
future of Kelly's Korner, you can rest assured that
it will remain Kelly’s Korner for the foreseeable
future!

Thanks to Grant and Ellyn Mogford, Rolling Hills
Estates residents, Kelly's Korner will remain a
staple of our community! Grant and Ellyn and
their family have been customers of Kelly's
Korner for about 21 years here in RHE, as well
as the two years when it was located in Redondo
Beach. After hearing some of the plans other
potential buyers were proposing for Kelly's, the
Mogfords knew they had to purchase it.

The Mogfords see Kelly’s as a community center
where people can gather, socialize, and eat good
sandwiches. Grant remembers how his daughter
and her friends received Kelly‘s lunches at school
and he would like to continue that tradition for
others. The Mogfords plan to improve the ice
cream offerings and possibly host ice cream
socials and also plan to bring espresso and coffee
drinks to the neighborhood.

Of particular interest to equestrians, a “horse
parking area“ in the back is planned, which if the
City Of RHE permits it, will include a hitching
post, horse water, and a deck where people can
order and eat their food while keeping their
horses in view.

As for the interior space, formerly the General
Store, that is a work in progress. Indoor seating
is pending City approval and is anticipated to be
used as a community gathering space. They are
open to hearing your ideas as to what you would
like to see. So, if you have any great ideas for the
use of that space, Grant and Ellyn would love to
hear them.

Meanwhile, the buildingitself will be getting some
much-needed refurbishing starting on June 3rd.
Exterior paintingis on the list and will require the
temporary removal of the PVPHA bulletin board
and sign. These items will be placed back on the
building in short order although the location
may change slightly. As for the sandwich shop,
no major changes are planned, and the current
staff will stay on.

On behalf of the equestrian community in
general and the PVPHA in particular, I would
like to thank Grant and Ellyn for taking on the
continuity and improvement of Kelly's Korner
for all of us to enjoy!
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Mayor's Breakfast Ride:

Pancakes and a Ride along
RHE's Scenic Trails

By Nancy Wildman

On Saturday, May 11, the City of Rolling Hills
Estates held its annual Mayor’s Breakfast Ride.

Rolling Hills Estates Mayor Velveth Schmitz

and Councilmembers Schacter and Stegura

were joined by Congressman Ted Lieu, elected

officials from the neighboring Palos Verdes

Peninsula agencies, and many members of the

local equestrian community. Excitement was in

the air as riders came together to travel the trail

starting at Chandler Park and ending at Ernie

Howlett Park where participants could purchase

a Pancake Breakfast provided by local scouts. The

Pancake Breakfast is sponsored by Scout Parents,

Inc., which provides college scholarships, junior Rolling Hills Estates Mayor Velveth Schmitz
leader training scholarships, and other forms of (right) and council members joined in the fun
support for local scouting activities. Proceeds go and the ride!

directly to the participating scout units.

More horse happenings to come at RHE’s City
Celebration held each September. Join us at the
Empty Saddle Club on September 14, 2024!

Lomita Sheriff’s Posse members joined the

ride and conducted a fabulous Posse Playday

in the Ernie Howlett Arena after breakfast.

Posse members from left to right: Mirta Abel,
A large number of riders gathered at Chandler Brenda Caropino, Anna Chu, and Ray Lewis.
Park for the ride to Ernie Howlett Park and the All photos courtesy of the City of Rolling Hills
Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast. Estates.
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Photos from the Cowboy
Poetry and Music Festival

By Nancy Wildman

The Twenty Seventh Anniversary Edition of the
Palos Verdes Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival
took place on May 4th at the Empty Saddle Club
to a packed housed and enthusiastic crowd!
Thanks to the hard work our MC and Festival
Director Bruce Harnishfeger and his Program
Assistant and co-MC, Kathy Stowe, the show was
entertaining, fun, and full of great music. Many
thanks to all of the performers who volunteered
their time and energy for our enjoyment!

Along with all of the talented musicians and
poets our hosts presented a fun game called
“Name the Clinicians” where audience members
tried to name famous clinicians portrayed in a
pantomime skit for a prize. Carol Sefchek played
our well behaved horse to clinicians Pat Parelli,
Linda Tellington-Jones, Stacy Westphal, and
Clinton Anderson. The knowledgeable winner of
the game was Cindy Grammer.

Musicians Greg Khougaz (left) and Scott
Tonelson. Greg can be found performing at
the monthly Autry Center Western Music
Showcase while Scott performs throughout the
West and internationally.

A chili contest sponsored by the PVPHA preceded
the show and provided enough chili and fixings to
feed all of the festival goers free of charge. All of
the chili was delicious but thanks to our Judges,
Lisa Perris, Sean Martin, and Charlene Lopez, the
difficult decision of ranking the chili was made.
First place and $100 went to Nancy Wildman,
Second Place and $50 went to Karen Seymore,
and third place and $25 went to Sharon Yarber.
A huge thanks to all of the contest participants
for their generous chili contribution!

We'd like to thank Steve Demming for being
our Empty Saddle Club sponsor and the Empty
Saddle Club for allowing us to use their beautiful
clubhouse and kitchen. This event would not be
possible without the hard work and hospitality
of the many volunteers at the club and within the
PVPHA organization. Thank you EVERYONE
for joining in the fun...See you all next year!

All photos by Nancy Wildman.

Our MCs Bruce Harnishfeger and Kathy Stowe
entertained with music, poetry, and fun!


http://PVPHA.org

Vol. XXXVIII, Issue 6 PVPHA.org PVPHA DISPATCH « 9

Steve Demming recited his
Michelle Jaeger Jones, a Palos  original award-winning poetry
Verdes native, sang two country  and played the harmonica.
songs but enjoys performing
popular music as well.

Mark Bedor, western writer,

photographer, and host of ,
Today’s Wild West Show on PBS It wouldn’t be the Palos Verdes Cowboy Poetry &

Buffalo Bryan singing "Back  Today's Wild West YouTub Music Fesiival withoutc.lperforznance by “Johnny
in the Saddle Again”". CZaiI:l Zl. ! est fouludbe o presley”, Bruce Harnishfeger’s alter-ego.

Buddy Greenbloom and the Gothic Cowboys performing
"Son of a Gun", an original song.
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MONTHLY PHOTO!

Jeanie Muller sent in this gorgeous photo of her with
Kathryn Varian and Anita Gardner. What a beautiful

landscape!
Submit your horsey photos to pvpha.dispatch@
gmail.com to be featured!

TRAIL UPDATES

A huge thank you to Mike Goldsmith of the City of Rolling
Hills Estates for his tireless work on the trails surrounding the
Rolling Hills Little League Field and the Dapplegray private
arena. Mike moved many tons of mud and soil and placed
pipes and culverts in strategic locations so that as the water
continues to flow, now and in the future, the trails will remain
passable. Although this is still a work in progress, most of
the trails are now rideable and clear of mud and water. There
will be some brief trail closures as Mike completes the job of
grading the trails as they continue to dry out. See the before
and after photos of the trail leading to the Dapplegray Private
Arena to really appreciate the magnitude of the problem and
work done to correct it. Thanks again Mike! You’re amazing!

As for the trails in Rolling Hills, all are open with the exception
of the Bent Springs and Saddleback trails which remain closed
while the city works to repair the huge sinkhole near the base
of these trails.

This photo was taken on May June 1st. The same trail clear,
3oth. The trail was a huge clean and passable thanks to
quagmire! Mike!
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JOIN THE PVPHA

To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen'’s
Association, clip and mail this form to

PVPHA

PO Box 4153

Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

[ This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate;
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

Household membership $ 40.00

Tax-deductible contribution

to Trail Protection Fund $
Total: $
L | ] | ] | ] | ] | ] | ] | ] J

PVPHABoardofDirectors
Charlene O’Neil, President 310-422-1212
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 310-729-3266
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs 310-378-9412
Jan Spak, VP Education 310-291-2484
Melody Colbert, Treasurer 310-427-4378
Michelle Nuttman, Recording Secretary 310-770-4468
Candace Ham, Corresponding Secretary 310-621-8755

INTERESTED IN WRITING
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always looking
for contributing writers and
photographers to help fill our
next issue. Contact the editor at
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for
more information.

Dispatch
Advertising
Rates and Policy

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8”x10”) $ 150
Half Page (4”x10” / 8”x5") $ 75

Quarter Page (4”x5") $ 35
Business Card (212"”x4") $ 20
Classified - per line $ 2

Two-line classified ads are free to
members.

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in
advance, and the 12" month is free!

Please visit pvpha.org/store to pay or
make checks payable to PVPHA and
mail them to:

PVPHA

PO Box 4153

PVP, CA 90274

Email print-ready ad copy and
proof of payment for ad space to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha.dispatch@

gmail.com.

Any additional printing costs must be
paid by the advertiser.

ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
THE 25th OF THE MONTH OR
THEY WILL NOT BE PRINTED.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED?

Email the editor for help and rates!
Dispatch Editor: Charlie Green
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
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The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a publication
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horse-
men’s Association, a charitable non-
profit organization classified by the IRS
as a publicly supported tax-exempt
organization. Please direct all editorial
correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274



