
COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
No PVPHA Monthly Meeting

No Equestrian Committee Meeting

Holiday Horseback Parade
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2 PM
FROM THE END OF BUCKSKIN 
LANE TO THE END OF 
DAPPLEGRAY LANE

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the 
PVPHA. To add an event, please 
email: pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com

May you have many blessings, 
joyous moments, family 
gatherings, and new beginnings 
with your horse this holiday 
season. Happy Holidays from 
the PVPHA!
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PALOS VERDES PENINSULA HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

DISPATCH
Happy Holidays and a Joyous 
New Year from the PVPHA!

Thank you to Sheryl Steckel for the lovely artwork on this month's 
Dispatch cover and for the many beautiful flyers she's created for 
us throughout the years!
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TRAIL 
PROTECTION 

FUND
Please consider making a donation to the 
PVPHA Trail Protection Fund. All donors 
receive recognition with their name in 
the Dispatch in the following month. All 
donations are tax-deductible.

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS:

E  Annet McCroskey E
E  Sheree, Russell, John, and 

James Greenwood E
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Land Conservancy Acquires New 
Land in Portugeuse Bend

By Sharon Yarber
Recently the City of Rancho Palos Verdes and 
the Palos Verdes Land Conservancy acquired 
96 acres of land in Portuguese Bend from York 
Point View Properties to include within the Palos 
Verdes Preserve. The properties are commonly 
referred to as the Plumtree and Point View 
(Lower Filiorum) properties. Acquisition of this 
land for public use from a private developer 
assures that this land will remain open space in 
perpetuity, and this is a tremendous win for the 
public.

The purchase price was $21 million dollars. 
The City contributed $1.3 million towards the 
purchase price, and acquired the fee interest 
in the land. The Conservancy also contributed 
$1.3 mil and acquired a conservation easement 
over the property. The balance of the purchase 
price was funded by grants from the federal 
government ($12 mil), the State of California 
and the County of Los Angeles. As with all grants 
from governmental agencies, the funds come 
with strings attached. Here, the purpose for the 
grants was to protect a wildlife corridor designed 
to protect not only the endangered California 
cactus wren, the Palos Verdes blue butterfly 
and the gnatcatcher, but other sensitive habitat 
located within the Palos Verdes Preserve.

There is an existing trail in the Plumtree portion, 
which will likely be designated by the City as 
multi-use, meaning hikers, equestrians and 
bicycles will all be permitted on the trail. There 
will potentially be another trail connecting the 
Lower Filiorum property to the Three Sisters 
Reserve; however, this trail will only be usable 
by hikers, pursuant to the terms of the grants.

As we equestrians all know, there are not too 
many trails in the Preserve that are limited to 
hikers and equestrians; too many trails, in the 
author's opinion, are designated multi-use but 

the width, grade and lines of sight are inadequate 
to make them safe for horses and bikes to share. 
As a consequence the use by equestrians of the 
trails in the Preserve has unfortunately declined 
significantly over the past several years.

The Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen's 
Association will be watching closely to see how 
the City intends to designate this Plumtree 
section trail, and will make every effort to assure, 
on behalf of all of the equestrian community, 
that the Plumtree trail only be designated multi-
use if it is an appropriate designation for that 
trail. We will keep you abreast of developments 
and will advocate for you to protect the rights 
of equestrians, and may seek your future 
involvement by asking you to appear at City 
Council meetings expressing any concerns you 
may have as and when the Council considers 
how to designate the trail.

May the trails be with you!

http://PVPHA.org
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Flume Water Moniter Saves 
the Day!

By Nancy Wildman
Recently I had an underground water leak that 
could have been devastating and very expensive. 
Fortunately my husband had installed a Flume water 
monitoring device on our water meter that notified 
us of the leak which was running underground at the 
rate of 5.1 gallons per minute. I could not see the leak 
and was unaware of its existence, but the Flume App 
alerted me and my husband, who happened to be 
hundreds of miles away in the middle of the ocean, 
that there was a problem. I was then able to quickly 
turn off the water supply to the property and contact 

my wonderful plumber, Brian Drieling (310-922-
1597), who located and stopped the leak. 

People who keep horses on their property are 
particularly at risk for water leaks from broken pipes 
or automatic waterers run amok or kicked down. 
In addition to the waste of precious water, these 
leaks can cause serious damage to your property 
and your wallet. The Flume device is a relatively 
inexpensive alert system which can notify you of 
even the smallest water leaks, thereby preventing 
more serious problems.

http://PVPHA.org
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Following is a high-level overview of how the Flume 
platform works. It was written by  Joe Fazio  and 
provided to me by Flume customer service.

How does Flume work?
There are three components of the Flume solution:
	 1.	 The Flume Water Sensor
	 2.	 The Flume Bridge
	 3.	 The Flume App

When water flows through your water meter, a 
magnetic disc spins inside of the meter. The rate at 
which this disc spins correlates directly to a water 
flow rate. Flume must be installed on a compatible 
water meter and cannot work on a pipe or with a well.

The Flume Water Sensor simply straps onto your 
meter, and it measures this magnetic field from the 
meter. It then sends this information using Radio 
Frequency (RF) to the Flume Bridge. Flume uses 
RF because it requires very little power (great for 
battery life) and it can transmit a signal across vast 
distances, up to 1,000 feet (great for meter pits that 
are far from a home). This Sensor is battery powered 
and does not need access to an outlet at the meter 
pit.

The Flume Bridge plugs into a power outlet inside 
of your home, and it connects to your WiFi network. 
It receives the signal from the Flume Water Sensor, 
and it sends this data securely into the cloud. 

The Flume App, which runs on your smartphone, 
can then access your water usage data from the 
cloud. Not only can you analyze your water usage 
data from this app, but you will also be notified of 
any abnormal usage (such as a leak). Additionally 
you can monitor a number of properties from your 
Flume App. Each property must have its own Flume 
device and can be named separately in the App. 

Alerts must be set up in the Flume App in order 
for you to receive notifications. Don’t forget this 
important step or your Flume won’t be able to notify 
you in the event of a problem!

Flume works on about 95% of the meters in the 
United States. However, you should verify that your 
meter is compatible before you purchase a device.

How much does Flume cost and where can 
you get one?
The Flume device normally retails for $199. During 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday it was selling for 

$149 so there might be discounts before Christmas 
as well. It is available at a variety of retail sites 
including Amazon and the Flume website https://
flumewater.com/. Additionally, Flume has a referral 
program whereby you can receive bonuses when 
others purchase a Flume device using your personal 
referral link. You can help the PVPHA earn 
bonuses by purchasing a Flume device using 
the following code:

https://flumewater.com/?grsf=pvpha-e7mfmv

When using this code you will also receive a $20 
discount!

Having a Flume device can help you reduce water 
usage by enabling you to easily see how much water 
you’re using on a real time basis. Even if you never 
have a leak, a Flume device can help you conserve 
our limited water resources.

http://PVPHA.org
https://flumewater.com/
https://flumewater.com/
https://flumewater.com/?grsf=pvpha-e7mfmv 


6 • PVPHA DISPATCH		  DECEMBER 2022PVPHA.org




Holiday Horseback Parade 
December 17th 

Parade Participants (horses and handlers only please!): 
Meet at the private arena at 1pm. Please bring your own 
fun horse holiday decor and we will decorate our horses 

together and warm up or vocal cords!  
(Dollar stores are great resources for horsey decor!) 

Parade will begin at the end of Buckskin at 2pm and 
proceed to the end of Dapplegray, where the parade will 

end at 2:30. 

Spectators, please make sure to line the parade route by 
2pm! The parade will pass quickly, but should surely fill 

your heart with holiday cheer! 

Parade Participants (horses and handlers only please!):
Meet at the private arena at 1pm. Please bring your own 
fun horse holiday decor and we will decorate our horses 
together and warm up our vocal cords! (Dollar stores are 

great resources for horsey decor!)

Parade will begin at the end of Buckskin at 2pm and pro-
ceed to the end of Dapplegray, where the parade will end 

at 2:30.

Spectators, please make sure to line the parade route by 
2pm! The parade will pass quickly, but should surely fill 

your heart with holiday cheer!

http://PVPHA.org
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DRE#00787823       Charlene@pvcountry.com ’NeilO
Charlene O’Neil Properties

310.422.1212

This well designed home exudes meticulous care, quality and good taste.
Some of its many features include:

• 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms

• kitchen with granite counter tops, Viking range, pantry           

   and casual counter dining  

• Living room with plantation shutters, commercial  

   laminate flooring, warm inviting fireplace

• Formal dining with access to patio & landscaped trail

• Guest bedroom and bath on 1st level

• Dramatic stairway and lighting to 2nd floor

• Spacious master bedroom with 2 closets (walk-in +1)

• Upstairs deck with backyard view

• Room for RV

• Stamped hardscaped patios and entry areas

• 2,352 living sq ft

• 16,085 sq ft lot 

Dream Home in montecillo
29 aurora Drive, rolling Hill estates

$2,199,000

http://PVPHA.org
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Horse Camping at Lake 
Perris SRA

By Nancy Wildman
Last month myself and a group of friends took our 
horses to the Lake Perris State Recreation Area for 
a weekend of riding and relaxing. The park is in 
Riverside County approximately 90 miles from Palos 
Verdes or about a 2 hour drive.

Lake Perris is an artificial lake completed in 1973. 
It is the southern terminus of the California State 
Water Project, situated in a mountain-rimmed valley 
between Moreno Valley and Perris, in what is now the 
Lake Perris State Recreation Area. The park offers 
a variety of recreational activities including horse 
camping and riding. Summer temperatures can be 
harsh, but springtime riders find themselves in the 
midst of a colorful sea of wildflowers on the eastern 
end of the park. Although the trails are limited and 
generally mild, they are still worth riding. You can 
read all about the park in their brochure which 
can be downloaded at https://www.parks.ca.gov/
pages/651/files/LakePerrisSRAWeb2016.pdf

The park has 7 primitive equestrian campsites. Each 
campsite has a fire pit, picnic table, and 2 corrals.  
The reservation fee covers 2 horses per site. Horse 
watering troughs are located in the horse camp area 
but you need to bring your own water buckets and 
hoses for the corrals. Drinking water is available and 
chemical restrooms are provided but there are no 
showers or hookups. The view, however, is excellent! 
As usual, campers must muck out stalls and clean up 
after their horses. Feel free to bring your dog to the 
campsite but be aware that they are not allowed on 
trails.

In addition to the horse camp, there are two 
equestrian day use areas in the park. one is located 
in the "Day Use Horse Trailer / Hunter's Parking 
Lot" area near the Group Campground with access to 
water. Another day use area is next to the overnight 
Equestrian Campground and has access to water 
and several corrals.

Hiking, biking, and horseback riding trails are noted 
as a broken purple line of dashes and dots on the 
park brochure. Be sure to check the brochure map 
carefully before heading out on a ride as the trails 
may not be clearly marked and many of the trails are 
for hikers only.

Reservations for the Horse Camp are made online 
or can be rented on a same-day walk-up basis when 
available. Reservations may be made between 2 
days and 6 months in advance. Make reservations at 
https://www.reservecalifornia.com/Web/

It’s worth noting that the park is conveniently located 
to grocery stores, restaurants, and even a Tractor 
Supply store. We enjoyed our stay at Lake Perris and 
I intend to visit again in the spring.

Horse Campground Map: This map shows individual 
campsite numbers within the campground. Pictures 
of each site are available online. Check out the map 
to get an idea of what site you want to reserve, 
and then you can make reservations online at 
ReserveCalifornia.com or call 1-800-444-7275 
(TDD: 1-800-274-7275).

http://PVPHA.org
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/651/files/LakePerrisSRAWeb2016.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/651/files/LakePerrisSRAWeb2016.pdf
https://www.reservecalifornia.com/Web/
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Beautiful landscapes and horses at Lake Perris 
SRA. Photos by Nancy Wildman

http://PVPHA.org
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MONTHLY 
PHOTO!

Anna Chu sent in this adorable 
photo of Matthew, 8yo, with 
HottWheels! 
HottWheels wanted a hug and 
pulled his boy right into this 
special moment.
Thanks so much for sending in 
this photo! Submit your horsey 
photos to pvpha.dispatch@
gmail.com to be featured!

PARADE 
OF LIGHTS

The 25th Annual Rolling 
Hills Estates Parade of 
Lights was a wonderful 
success! Check out this 
adorable photo of pony 
Sugarbuck and the girls 
from the 4H Horses and 
Ponies project who got him 
all dressed up. From left to 
right: Jasleen Bakshi, Ayla 
Enriquez, Aliyah Rouimi, 
Sophia Lee, and Colbie 
Koyama. The girls did a 
great job of brushing and 
decorating Sugarbuck for 
the parade.

http://PVPHA.org
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JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association, clip and mail this form to
	 PVPHA
	 PO Box 4153
	 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:			   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

		  Household membership	 $	 40.00

		  Tax-deductible contribution 
		  to Trail Protection Fund	 $

					     Total: 	 $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)	 $	 150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)	 $	 75
Quarter Page (4″×5″)	 $	 35
Business Card (2½″×4″)	 $	 20
Classified - per line	 $	 2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please visit pvpha.org/store to pay or 
make checks payable to PVPHA and 
mail them to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email print-ready ad copy and 
proof of payment for ad space to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha.dispatch@
gmail.com.

Any additional printing costs must be 
paid by the advertiser.

ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
THE 25th OF THE MONTH OR 
THEY WILL NOT BE PRINTED.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates and Policy

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President	  310-422-1212
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 	 310-729-3266
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs	 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs	  310-378-9412
Jan Spak, VP Education	 310-291-2484
Melody Colbert, Treasurer 	 310-427-4378
Recording Secretary: Michelle Nuttman	 310-770-4468
Corresponding Secretary: Kelly Yates	 310-704-7226

INTERESTED IN WRITING  
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always looking 
for contributing writers and  
photographers to help fill our 
next issue. Contact the editor at 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for 
more information.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED?

Email the editor for help and rates! 
Dispatch Editor: Chloe Green
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com

http://PVPHA.org
http://pvpha.org/store
mailto:pvpha.dispatch%40gmail.com?subject=
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The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a publication 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horse-
men’s Association, a charitable non-
profit organization classified by the IRS 
as a publicly supported tax-exempt 
organization. Please direct all editorial  
correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274


