
JUNE 8
South Bay Trail Challenge & MPH 
Round Robin Ranch Sorting
Empty Saddle Club - 8AM

JUNE 9
South Bay Gymkhana Series
Empty Saddle Club - 8AM
Los Serranos Award Circuit 
Horseshow
Ernie Howlett Park

JUNE 20
General Meeting with Local Youth 
Equestrians
Empty Saddle Club - 7PM 

JUNE 22
Cowboy Days - Team Roping #1
Empty Saddle Club - 8AM

JUNE 23
Peninsula Equestrian Circuit 
Show
Ernie Howlett Park - 8AM 

JUNE 28
Cowboy Days - Gymkhana #1 
with TGIF
Empty Saddle Club - 4PM

JULY 13
South Bay Trail Challenge 
Empty Saddle Club - 8AM 

JULY 14
South Bay Gymkhana Series
Empty Saddle Club - 8AM
Los Serranos Award Circuit 
Horseshow
Ernie Howlett Park 

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the PVPHA. 
To add an event, please email: 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com.
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NEXT PVPHA GENERAL MEETING: JUNE 20

GenZ Equestrians
Compiled by AMANDA WILDMAN 
EDITOR

At the upcoming General Meeting on June 20th, we have the pleasure of 
featuring two local high school equestrians. Jessica Bahny and Julia Pinner ride 
and work with horses in our community. As part of their high school curriculum, 
students are now required to be involved in community and service projects. 
Jessica and Julia can attest that it's more fun when it includes horses!

Jessica Bahny will talk about her science experiment with which she won 
the 2019 USPC National Science Research Champion. She is a member of the 
Portuguese Bend Pony Club, where she teaches horse management. Jessica 
has some prestigious accolades including the 2018 USPC National Champion 
Western Dressage and the OCIEL 2019 Varsity Champion in Western Dressage 
representing PV High School. She also won a Victor Hugo scholarship award 
during her Freshman year and was the 2019 Regional Champion for Triathlon. 
In April, Jessica was featured in Southbay Magazine's 19 Under 19. 

Julia Pinner will discuss current issues with the mustang population, the 
adoption process, and how our community can get involved to protect these 
wonderful creatures. She is a Junior at Peninsula High School and has been 
working with horses for the past eight years. Because horses have become such 
an influential part of her life, when asked to do a social justice project for English 
class, Julia chose to raise awareness about mustang overpopulation. 

Come support our local equestrian youths at 7pm on June 20th at the Empty 
Saddle Club! As a reminder, the ESC requests that meeting attendees leave their 
dogs at home.i

 

COURTESY: (LEFT) JULIA PINNER AND (RIGHT) JESSICA BAHNY  

mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
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We need you! Memberships are what enable PVPHA to maintain a presence as a viable organization 
within the community. Annual dues are used to sponsor a variety of events including monthly 
educational meetings, riding and training clinics, Junior Drill Team, the Poker Ride, and the popular 
“Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival”. We’ve also been working with our city officials to facilitate 
improvements to the trails and existing horse arenas, and to keep you informed about issues facing the 
equestrian community.  
 
Joining PVPHA entitles you to email notifications regarding the latest equestrian happenings on the 
Peninsula, and an online or a hard copy edition of our own newsletter, the DISPATCH.  
 

Please help us by renewing today! Go to www.pvpha.org  and click on Membership to pay online 
using a credit card or PayPal. To renew by check use the form below to mail in your $35 dues.  
To mail in New or Renewal Memberships please use the form on page 17. 
 
If you have any questions please email us at pvpha.membership@gmail.com .

We need you! Memberships are what enable the PVPHA to maintain a presence as a viable 
organization within the community. Annual dues are used to sponsor a variety of events including 
monthly educational meetings, riding and training clinics, Junior Drill Team, the Poker Ride, and 
the popular “Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival”. We’ve also been working with our city officials to 
facilitate improvements to the trails and existing horse arenas, and to keep you informed about is-
sues facing the equestrian community. 

Joining PVPHA entitles you to email notifications regarding the latest equestrian happenings on the 
Peninsula, and an online or a hard copy edition of our own newsletter, the DISPATCH. 

Please help us by renewing today! Go to www.pvpha.org and click on Membership to pay on-
line using a credit card or PayPal. To mail in New or Renewal Memberships please use the form on 
page 15 to mail in your $35 dues.

If you have any questions please email us at pvpha.membership@gmail.com.

NEWS BRIEFS

PVPHA TO HOLD ELECTIONS IN JULY
The following positions are up for election at the 

July General Membership Meeting of the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Horsemen’s Association: 

• VP Fiscal Affairs
• VP Education
• Recording Secretary
• Treasurer
Elections will be held on Thursday, July 18th at 7PM at 

the Empty Saddle Club. 
Those who are interested in running or nominating 

someone for a position on the Board of Directors should 
contact the Nominating Committee Chair.

Melody Colbert
Nominating Committee Chair 
Phone: 310-427-4378
Email: melcolbert@aol.com 

TRAIL PROTECTION FUND DONORS 
Thank you to the following PVPHA members for their 

generous donation to the Trail Protection Fund:
E  Jane O'Malley  E  Deborah Regan  E

Welcome New Members:
E  Linda Constant  E  Sara Gilmartin  E

E  Jeff Giacoletti  E  Sarka Jordankova  E  

http://www.pvpha.org
mailto:pvpha.membership@gmail.com.
mailto:melcolbert@aol.com
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By EDEN FIZULICH 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Peninsula residents were lucky to have Randy Helm, 
Supervisor of the Wild Horse Inmate Program for Arizona 
State Prison, come to town and work with local riders on 
horsemanship, obstacles, rider confidence and trail work 
for an entire weekend this May. Randy is a certified horse 
trainer with Lyons Legacy (John and Josh Lyons) and has 
been training wild horses for over 30 years. He developed 
the current training program for the Arizona State prison 
in Florence which has over 600 horses and provides 
training for the U.S. Border patrol, ranches, individuals 
and law enforcement agencies. 

As the featured guest at our monthly meeting, Randy 
explained how the inmate training program he designed 
and supervises works, and shared fascinating insights into 
the horses and inmates. He showed photos of the facility, 
training areas, the inmates working with the Mustangs, 
and shared stories of both success and heartbreak for 
horses and inmates passing through the program. His 
presentation was educational, inspirational, insightful 
and so much more. At the end of the talk Randy signed 
copies of his book, "Lessons from Horses," for a long line 
of local PVPHA members.  

On a rainy Sunday morning Randy led a Cowboy 
Church service wherein he used horsemanship and our 
relationship with our horses to demonstrate scripture 
and positivity. The morning was uplifting and humorous. 
Before leaving town Randy visited Dream Catchers of Los 
Angeles Therapeutic Riding Center to assess and work 
with several of their therapy horses and meet the trainers 
and children, adults, and veterans with disabilities 
working with the horses there. Randy's inspirational 

Lessons from Horses
book "Lessons from Horses,"  is available on Amazon or 
Barnes & Noble. You can catch Randy and his two horses 
Starbuck and Sydney this October 4-6 at the Norco Horse 
Affair. Maybe we will get lucky and can get him to pass 
through town again!  i

(LEFT) Randy at a local clinic including members of the 6th 
Cavalry, California State Guard and (ABOVE) Randy signing 
copies of his book "Lessons from Horses."

 

CREDIT: EDEN FIZULICH

 

CREDIT: DALE LOFGREN
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Zebra Stripes Deter Horseflies
By CHRISTA LESTÉ-LASSERRE
THEHORSE.COM

According to a recent study, a coat pattern with 
numerous narrow stripes deteres horseflies from 
landing.

Zebra stripes might soon be the new hot fashion in 
summer equine wear. Printed on rugs and sheets, ear 
covers, and leg wraps, it could be attractive to everyone.

Everyone, that is, except horseflies.
That’s because, according to a recent study by 

Hungarian and Swedish researchers, horseflies–known 
to scientists as tabanids–find zebra stripes incredibly 
unappealing. And the thinner and more numerous the 
stripes, the more the flies are deterred from landing on 
the animal.

"We conclude that zebras have evolved a coat pattern 
in which the stripes are narrow enough to ensure a 
minimum attractiveness to tabanid flies," said Gabor 
Horvath, PhD, researcher at the Environmental Optics 
Laboratory in the Department of Biological Physics at 
Eotvos University, in Budapest, and chief author of the 
study.

This finding could be particularly beneficial for 
owners of black or brown horses. Dark horses attract 
significantly more horseflies than light-colored horses 
and zebras, Horvath said.

It all comes down to a question of light polarization. 

Polarization describes the way the electric vectors in 
light waves move in certain distinct patterns. While 
humans can’t detect that polarization, tabanids can. 
Considered "polarotactic," horseflies are very attracted 
to certain kinds of polarization. The horizontal 
polarization of water-reflected light, for example, leads 
them to water sources where they can mate, reproduce, 
and rehydrate. Linear polarization leads blood-sucking 
female horseflies to food sources such as equids and 
cattle.

Dark colors on large animals reflect strong linear 
polarization, attracting nearby polarotactic female 
horseflies to come to the dinner table. Light colors, on 
the other hand, produce weak polarization. But when 
the dark and light colors are striped together in zebra 
format, the polarization signals blend and confuse 
tabanid eyes, Horvath said, and they tend to turn and 
fly the other way.

"The darkness of a horse’s coat is a disadvantage (for 
horsefly protection), which was recognized only after 
our experiments," Horvath explained.

In his team’s experiments, they placed various 
platters filled with vegetable oil in a fly-infested 
Hungarian pasture. Each platter was painted in 
different patterns of black and white stripes or painted 
all black or all white. Black platters caught the most 
flies in the oil, and platters with the thinnest black and 
white stripes caught the fewest. According to Horvath, 

http://thehorse.com
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   One-of-a-kind handcrafted ceramic horses 
 Nancy Brands Ward (916) 273-0466 

UntamedCeramics@gmail.com 
@UntamedCeramics on Facebook & Instagram 

this pattern resembles that found 
on the legs and faces of zebras.

The researchers ran a similar test 
on three-dimensional plastic horse 
models placed in the field, painted 
black, brown, white, and zebra-
striped and covered in sticky glue. 
Over the course of 59 days, the black 
horse caught 562 horseflies; the 
brown horse caught 334; the white 
horse caught 22 horseflies; and the 
zebra model caught only eight.

Zebra striping might be useful in 
some horse breeds today, Horvath 
said. Some mustang herds, for 
instance, with zebra striping on 
their legs and dorsal stripes on their 
backs (such as the Gila and Kiger 
mustangs) could be benefiting from 
horsefly protection.

Unfortunately these conclusions 
are not black and white, so to speak. 
Polarization is only part of the 
attractiveness aspect. According 
to Horvath, movement and smells 
also play a critical role in attracting 
horseflies. A new study is under way 
to compare these additional factors, 
he said.

In the meantime, horse owners 
wanting to protect their equine friends from horsefly 
attacks might consider dressing them up as zebras–
even if the fly season doesn’t coincide with Halloween. 
"In the tabanid season (which peaks in summer), 
horsekeepers could protect their black and brown 
horses from biting tabanids with the use of white or 
even zebra-striped coverings," Horvath said. "A zebra-
striped horse rug would be ideal."

New, patented, commercial horsefly traps that 
attract horseflies with high levels of linear polarization 
are also currently under development and testing in 
Hungary, based on this research, Horvath said.

Christa Lesté-Lasserre, MA
Christa Lesté-Lasserre is a freelance writer based 

in France. A native of Dallas, Texas, Lesté-Lasserre 
grew up riding Quarter Horses, Appaloosas, and 
Shetland Ponies. She holds a master’s degree in 
English, specializing in creative writing, from the 
University of Mississippi in Oxford and earned a 
bachelor's in journalism and creative writing with a 
minor in sciences from Baylor University in Waco, 
Texas. She currently keeps her two Trakehners at 
home near Paris. Follow Lesté-Lasserre on Twitter @
christalestelas. i 
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Mayor's Ride Photos

(ABOVE) The large group including Lomita Sheriff's Posse 
members. (BELOW) New member of the Lomita Sheriff's 
Posse, Jan Spak, among the joyful riders. 

CREDITS: RICHARD FOWELL
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CREDITS: RICHARD FOWELL(ABOVE) The Mayor's Ride had a wonderful turnout at Ernie Howlett Park! 
(BELOW) The Boy Scouts on hand to help feed all the hungry patrons.



8 • PVPHA DISPATCH  JUNE 2019PVPHA.ORG

By EXTREME COWBOY ASSOCIATION
EXTREMECOWBOYASSOCIATION.COM

GEORGETOWN, TEXAS – The Mustang Heritage 
Foundation (MHF) and the Extreme Cowboy Association 
(EXCA) have come together again to offer a unique 
mustang only division at the EXCA 2019 World 
Championship in Glen Rose, Texas, November 5-10, 
called the Extreme Mustang Race.

The Extreme Mustang Race will challenge mustang 
competitors and their horses to maneuver through a 
series of obstacles against the clock,demonstrating both 
horsemanship and speed. The Top 10 competitors will 
take home a purse of $10,000.

Interested competitors must send in completed entry 
forms and can then adopt or purchase a 3-6-year-old 
mustang mare or gelding from the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) corrals or adoption/purchase events 
between April 1 and August 1, 2019.

Upon successful entry, contestants will gentle and 
train their mustangs for approximately 100 days in 
preparation for competition in November for the chance 
to win $10,000. The Extreme Mustang Race is limited to 

Extreme Mustang Race Returns 
to EXCA World Championship

25 entries on a first come first served basis with an entry 
deadline of August 1, 2019.

“The EXCA World Finals was an incredible host to the 
Extreme Mustang Race last year,” said Kali Sublett, MHF 
Executive Director. “We loved watching these once wild 
horses compete alongside top EXCA competitors and we 
are thrilled to be offering this opportunity to our mustang 
family again in 2019! This is an exciting opportunity for 
anyone who has considered adopting a wild horse and 
also wants something to strive for and to be a part of, that 
is what we hope this event offers.”

Currently, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
estimates nearly 80,000 wild horses roam on BLM-
managed rangelands in 10 western states, mostly in 
Nevada, Wyoming and California. As their populations 
grow, events like the Extreme Mustang Race encourage 
public education and adoption of these remarkable 
animals.

“We are really excited to have the Extreme Mustang 
Race back again this year at the Extreme Cowboy 
Association World Finals,” said Craig Cameron, Hall of 
Fame Cowboy and World Champion Cowboy. “This is one 
of our best divisions to watch. Last year, Lee Hart took 
first place on his Mustang named Lumpy.”

For more information about the Extreme Mustang 
Race visit extrememustangrace.com. The full schedule 
of the EXCA World Championship, including hotel 
information and event tickets, can be found online at 
extremecowboyassociation.com/world-program-2019.
htm.
About the Mustang Heritage Foundation

The Mustang Heritage Foundation works to ensure the 
successful private placement of excess wild horses and 
burros removed from public lands so future generations 
can enjoy this distinctive feature of our American 
heritage. The primary mission of the Mustang Heritage 
Foundation is to create, promote, support and manage 
programs and activities that provide information and 
education to the public about wild horses and burros; 
elevate the public image and desirability of wild horses 
and burros; provide opportunities for members of the 
public to become involved in the wild horse and burro 
experience; secure adequate numbers of skilled and 
caring private homes for excess horses to ensure healthy 
wild herds and rangelands through the placement of 
excess animals removed from public lands; and identify 
and develop sources of private financial support for 
the Foundation’s mission. For more information visit 
mustangheritagefoundation.org.
About the Extreme Cowboy Association

The Extreme Cowboy Association (EXCA) is the 
original and only recognized association for the sport of 

https://extremecowboyassociation.com 
http://extrememustangrace.com
https://extremecowboyassociation.com/world-program-2019.htm
https://extremecowboyassociation.com/world-program-2019.htm
http://mustangheritagefoundation.org
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Extreme Cowboy Racing. The EXCA 
has been specifically designed to 
invite riders of all levels to participate 
and enjoy the Extreme Cowboy 
Challenge. The EXCA has developed 
the official competitive structure 
for all  XCA members in regions 
across the United States, Canada 
and Europe. Each region will offer 
local and Regional Championship 
competitions that lead to the EXCA 
World Championship competition. 
About the BLM

The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) removes wild horses and 
burros from public lands to ensure a 
healthy balance of land and animals. 
Since 1971, the BLM has placed 
more than 235,000 wild horses and 
burros into good homes nationwide. 
Partnerships, like the Mustang 
Heritage Foundation, provide the 
BLM with additional opportunities 
to place animals into good homes. 
Interested applicants can attend 
BLM offsite adoption/sales event, 
visit a BLM Off-Range Corral, or 
participate in an Internet adoption/
sales event to apply to take a wild 
horse or burro home!

To learn more about the Wild 
Horse and Burro Program, please 
call 866-468-7826 or visit BLM.
GOV/whb. i 

LOMITA FEED
Available

LOT
28

LOT
29

LOT
30

20,648 Approx Sq Ft

David Moyers
(310) 344-9050

DRE# 00452112

Charlene O’Neil
(310) 422-1212

DRE# 00787823

HAPPY HOOFER DRILL TEAM 2019 
The HAPPY HOOFERS were founded in 1983 as a non-profit organization. For 36 years, the Hoofers Drill Team 
has performed at local events, ridden in parades, organized local and out of town rides, and planned fundraisers 
donating the proceeds to local charitable equestrian facilities. 

The team will practice on Monday evenings from 6-7PM at the Empty Saddle Club again this year: 
June 10, 17, 24 

July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
August 5, 12, 19, 26 

September 9, 16 
The Hoofers will be performing at the RHE City Celebration on September 21st. The Empty Saddle Club is dividing 
Cowboy Days over multiple weekend this year. We have requested to perform at one of the ESC Cowboy Days events. 
Membership is open to all equestrians 15 years or older. Please contact Candy Ham at (310) 621-8755 or chamready@
gmail.com for additional info or membership forms. The June 10th practice is free to all interested equestrians. 

HAPPY HOOFER DRILL TEAM

2019





The HAPPY HOOFERS were founded in 1983 as a non-profit organization.  For 36 
years, the Hoofers Drill Team has performed at local events, ridden in parades, 
organized local and out of town rides, and planned fundraisers donating the proceeds 
to local charitable equestrian facilities.


The team will practice on Monday evenings from 6-7PM at the Empty Saddle Club 
again this year:  

	 	 	 	 	 June  10, 17,  24

	 	 	 	 	 July  1, 8, 15,  22,  29

	 	 	 	 	 August  5, 12, 19,  26

	 	 	 	 	 September  9, 16


The Hoofers will be performing at the RHE City Celebration on September 21st.  The 
Empty Saddle Club is dividing Cowboy Days over multiple weekend this year.  We have 
requested performing at one of the ESC Cowboy Days events.


Membership is open to all equestrians 15 years or older.  Please contact Candy Ham 
(310) 621-8755 or chamready@gmail.com for additional information or membership 
forms.  The June 10th practice is free to all interested equestrians.


http://BLM.GOV/whb
http://BLM.GOV/whb
mailto:chamready@gmail.com
mailto:chamready@gmail.com
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CalWater Construction Updates
By KARINA WINJE, PE, QSD
SR CONSTRUCTION/PROJECT MANAGER
KOA CORP FOR CALWATER

PALOMINO TRAIL CONSTRUCTION

• By the end of June 2019 the ball field parking 
lot will be cleaned up and magnetized to pick 
up any stray metal objects from construction.  
There will be a fenced in area in the parking lot 
where rebar and pipe for the final tie-in will be 
stored.  Construction for the final tie-in located 
at the bottom of the ball field parking lot is 
planned for fall 2019 and is planned to take 
approximately 1 week.  The eastern section of 
the Palomino Trail will be closed during this 
construction work.

• The trail located on the north end of the ball 
field parking lot going east will be opened 
up for access to the Dapplegray 
arena starting the end of June 
2019.

• Completion of the pipeline 
work; welding, grouting and the 
associated blowers is anticipated 
to be complete by the end of June 
2019.

• Restoration of the Palomino 
Trail is anticipated to be 
completed by the end of July 
2019.  Restoration of the trail 
and adjacent construction areas 
will include magnetized clean up 
of any stray metal objects.

• Paving the ball field road and 
parking lot is planned for Fall 
of 2019 and is anticipated to 
take 1-2 weeks.  Cal Water will 
be notifying adjacent property 
owners and horse owners prior 
to this work.

Major construction activities in 
and around the ball field parking lot 
and especially along the Palomino 
Trails will be completed, except as 
noted above, by the end of June 2019.

Thank you for your patience with 
the construction activities related to 
the Palos Verdes Peninsula Water 
Reliability pipeline project. i 

 

CREDITS: CANDACE HAM
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By PALOS VERDES PENINSULA WATER  
RELIABILITY PROJECT TEAM 
PVPWATERPROJECT.COM

CRENSHAW BOULEVARD CONSTRUCTION
As a reminder, this work involves the installation of seven 
miles of new drinking water pipeline and a new pump 
station to help ensure all Peninsula residents continue to 
have safe, reliable water service.

WHERE & WHEN:
Preparatory work on Crenshaw Boulevard is expected 
to begin around the week of June 24. Crews will start 
at Crest Road and move towards the new pump station 
site, north of Silver Spur Road. This initial work includes 
surveying and equipment staging and is expected to last 
approximately two weeks before pipeline installation 

begins. Crews are scheduled to work from Monday to 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Please expect increased traffic 
delays during work hours.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
At least one lane of traffic will be open in each direction 
at all times and all lanes will be open during non-work 
hours. Please slow down while driving in construction 
zones and obey all traffic control signage and personnel.
For a detailed, printable map of what traffic control 
will look like on Crenshaw Boulevard, please visit the 
Construction and Traffic page on the project website at 
pvpwaterproject.com.
Where possible, we encourage drivers to use alternate 
routes (including Hawthorne Boulevard) and navigation 
apps including Google Maps, Waze, or Apple Maps to 
avoid delays due to increased traffic.

REMINDER:
Crews are continuing work at the new pump station site 
on Crenshaw Boulevard (north of Silver Spur Road) from 
Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Traffic control will be 
in place on Crenshaw Boulevard during work hours and 
at least one lane of traffic will be open in each direction at 
all times.
While we currently expect this work to take place as 
outlined, there may be adjustments to the schedule. 
We appreciate your patience as we work to complete 
construction as quickly and safely as possible. i

 

CREDITS: CANDACE HAM

https://www.pvpwaterproject.com
https://www.pvpwaterproject.com
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Charlene O’neil   310.422.1212
charlene@pvcountry.com | www.pvcountry.com

CalBre#00787823

�����Dapplegray lane
1, 6, 8, 10, 12 twice, 58, 65 

& 79 twice

   BuCkskin lane
31, 38, 63 twice,  

70, 71, 72 three times & 75, 80

sOrrel lane
3, 9 twice, 10 & 15 twice

strawBerry lane
3, 14, 69, 62 three times

empty saDDle rOaD
3, 11, 12, 28, 30, 31

empty saDDle lane
37 twice & 19, 31, 35 twice

pintO lane 3, 11

pOny lane
8, 20, 38 twice

rOlling hills rOaD
26732, 26802

geOrgeOff rOaD
14, 20 twice

eastvale rOaD
26969, 27039, 27109, 27304 

twice, 27642 27548, 27060, 

26744, 26730, 26707

sunnyriDge rOaD
27078, 27205

heaDlanD Drive
25, 32, 88, 73, 93, 94

24 CaBallerOs rOaD
6 Portuguese Bend Rd

9 latigO lane 

4645 rOCkBluff

4736 fernCreek rOaD 

4 palOminO lane

52 hiDDen valley rOaD 

7 shaDOw lane

18 ranChview rOaD 

26728 westvale rOaD

5 rOanwOOD rOaD 

7 singletree twice

3 silverleaf rOaD 

14 sunnyfielD rOaD

4705 BrOwnDeer lane 

4606 rOllanDO rOaD

hOrse prOperties sOlD By Charlene O’neil. 
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By MICHAEL WING  
From THE EPOCH TIMES - April 2019 

When he’s not on the road with 
his guitar, Texas musician Willie 
Nelson spends time at his Texas 
ranch, dubbed “Luck Ranch” by the 
singer. Some 70 horses roam there, 
all of which were rescued by Nelson; 
most of them were slated for the 
slaughterhouse. The name “Luck” 
suits the ranch in more ways than 
one.

Nelson likes to say, “When you’re 
here, you’re in Luck, and when you’re 
not, you’re out of Luck,” explains 
Paul Venema from KSAT 12 News, 
who interviewed the singer.

For the country music legend, who is approaching his 
87th birthday, the ranch represents his love of country 
music as well as horses in need. The 700-acre plot is in 
Spicewood, 30 miles from Austin, in Texas hill country. 
His 70 paint horses have plenty of open space to wander.

“My horses are probably the luckiest horses in the 
world,” Nelson tells Venema. “They get hand-fed twice a 
day, and they were just ready to go to slaughter is probably 
the last thing they remembered, so they’re happy horses.”

The country singer’s devotion to horses is longstanding. 
A recent song by Nelson, “Ride Me Back Home,” attests 
to his passion for the animal. In 2015, a video by Nelson 
called “The Love of Horses” won the People’s Silver Telly 
Award. The video shows Nelson meeting members of 
Habitat for Horses who were working to end the slaughter 
of horses by trying to get legislation passed.

Nelson has done other charity work as well such as 
raising money for farmers.

Also devoted to horses is Willie’s son Lukas Nelson, 
who supports Saving America’s Horses, as well as Habitat 
for Horses, like his dad. The younger Nelson’s band Lukas 
Nelson & Promise of the Real have also sung praise for 
the steeds.

Seventy horses under his care, and pushing 90, Willie 
has more than one reason to put his guitar down and stay 
home. Retirement isn’t part of the plan just yet, though.

“I retire after every show,” Nelson said. “I say, ‘That’s 
it, I’m not goin’ no more,’ but then we hang out awhile 
and people [the band] feel like playing, and so we go play 
again.” i 

Willie Nelson Rescued 70 
Horses From Slaughterhouse 

Gee Gee Equine  
25660 Crenshaw Blvd 

Gee Gee Equine 
25660 Crenshaw Blvd 

Suite 104-105 Torrance CA 90505 
Monday-Friday 11am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, 

Sunday 12am-4pm. 
Open 7 days a week!  424 263 5914 

amanda@geegeeequine.com 

GeeGeeEquine.com

https://www.theepochtimes.com/willie-nelson-rescued-70-horses-from-slaughterhouse-to-roam-on-his-ranch-in-texas_2874633.html
https://www.ksat.com/news/luck-ranch-over-70-rescue-horses-roam-willie-nelsons-hill-country-ranch?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=snd&u
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

REMEMBERING OUR FRIEND 
KATHY WATTS
by EDEN FIZULICH 

 Friends and family came together 
on Saturday, June 1 at the Empty 
Saddle Club to celebrate the life of our 
dear friend Kathy Watts who passed 
away on April 20 from complications 
related to congestive heart failure. 
Kathy's equestrian family shared 
memories of her devoted friendship, 
warm smile, and constant presence 
and support at so many events—
always cheering us along and 
capturing the memories.  

The Chessmore/Wolf family who 
met Kathy through showing together 
with Jan Ball, shared that she had 
become a cherished member of 
their family. Kathy participated in 
holidays at their home,  riding the 
trails on one of their horses with them 
(usually her beloved Peach), and 
never missing their weekly "Sunday 
Cowgirl Church" along with Trish 
Harik.  They along with all of us will 
miss her dearly and forever grateful 
for the countless hours Kathy spent 
supporting us through the years of 
shows and accomplishments.  

Kathy is survived by the apple of her 
eye, her beautiful daughter Michelle. 
Kathy loved road trips with Michelle, 
watching her compete and helping 
along the way. Always sharing the 
stories of her many accomplishments 
with us. Kathy's legacy will live on 
through our equestrian community, 
where she will remain much loved 
and present. i  

CREDIT: DR. RUTH SOBECK

2019 NEW COWBOY DAYS SERIES FORMAT
New this year - Empty Saddle Club will be producing a 10 event Cowboy Day Series Competition instead of our 

single weekend Cowboy Days . Each of the following disciplines will produce 2 events this year.
Roping  *  Sorting    *   Cutting    *   Trail   *  Gymkhana

Single Event/Day Awards, as well as All Around Cowboy Competitions Divisions
- Open - Must participate in at least 4 of the disciplines at least once. 1st place wins a saddle or $1,000

- 13-17 yr old & 12 & under Divisions incl. Sorting, Trail and Gymkana only. 1st place year-end All Around wins buckle

Roping - June 22 & July 27
Gymkhana - June 28 & July 26
Cutting Clinic/Show - July 20/21

Sorting - Aug 3 & Oct 5
Trail Clinic/Show - Aug 3/4 & Oct 5/6

Trail Ride and Year End 
Cowboy Days Party - Oct 12

For more info, visit: EMPTYSADDLECLUB.COM/COWBOY_DAYS.ASP

http://www.emptysaddleclub.com/cowboy_days.asp


Vol. XXXIII, Issue 6 PVPHA DISPATCH • 15PVPHA.ORG

JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association, clip and mail this form to
 PVPHA
 PO Box 4153
 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

  Household membership $ 35.00

  Tax-deductible contribution 
  to Trail Protection Fund $

     Total:  $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″) $ 150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″) $ 75
Quarter Page (4″×5″) $ 35
Business Card (2½″×4″) $ 20
Classified - per line $ 2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please visit pvpha.org/store to pay or 
make checks payable to PVPHA and 
mail them to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email print-ready ad copy and 
proof of payment for ad space to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha.dispatch@
gmail.com.

Any additional printing costs must be 
paid by the advertiser.

DEADLINE for the receipt of 
ads is the 20th of the month.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates and Policy

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President  310-422-1212
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership  310-729-3266
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs  310-378-9412
Lisa Correa, VP Education 310-938-0383
Melody Colbert, Treasurer  310-427-4378
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary  310-413-4679
Tiffany Chiu, Corresponding Secretary 310-621-4247

INTERESTED IN WRITING  
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always looking 
for contributing writers and  
photographers to help fill our 
next issue. Contact the editor at 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for 
more information.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED?

Email the editor for help! 
Dispatch Editor: Amanda Wildman
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com

mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com


The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a publication 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horse-
men’s Association, a charitable non-
profit organization classified by the IRS 
as a publicly supported tax-exempt 
organization. Please direct all editorial  
correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274


