
September 7-9
61st Annual Portuguese Bend 
National Horse Show
Ernie Howlett Park - 7:30AM

September 8
Level 1 Equine Response Team 
Class
RHE City Hall - 9AM-1PM 
Interested parties MUST complete and submit 
their applications ASAP to be approved and 
complete the necessary online courses.
For application and additional info, visit: 
animalcare.lacounty.gov/emergency-response

September 15
27th Annual Poker Ride 
2 Empty Saddle Road - 8AM-10AM 
Including Trail Course Obstacles for those 
interested. For info: martinhorses@aol.com
61st Annual RHE City Celebration
Empty Saddle Club - 9AM-2PM
South Bay Gymkhana Series Battle 
for the Saddle
Empty Saddle Club - 2:30PM

September 20
General Meeting with Susan Whiting
Empty Saddle Club - 7PM

September 23
First Annual Rodeo Queen Contest
Empty Saddle Club - 9AM
Info meeting Sept. 5, 6pm @ ESC 

September 24
Equestrian Committee Meeting
RHE City Hall - 7-11:30PM

September 28-30
Cowboy Days
Empty Saddle Club - Varies; See Pg. 6

October 13
Equine Microchip & Trailering Clinic
Peter Weber Equestrian Center - 12PM

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the PVPHA. To add 
an event, please email: 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY
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NEXT PVPHA GENERAL MEETING: SEPTEMBER 20

Learn to Draw a Horse 
by  LISA CORREA   
VP EDUCATION

Ride over to the ARTY side with local artist Susan Whiting who captures 
the horses we love on canvas. At our next meeting on September 20th at 
7PM, Susan will be teaching us how to draw a horse!  

A lifelong Southern California resident, Susan grew up in beautiful 
Rolling Hills and developed a passion for horses and the Arts at a very 
young age, eventually graduating from UC Irvine with a B.A. in Fine Arts.  
Shortly after graduation, she went to work for Disney for over 8 years 
as a portrait artist. Following her tenure at Disney, she spent over 10 
years working in Art Education teaching various classes and workshops 
throughout the San Diego area. Her drive and affinity for life portraits 
led her to study with masters such as Daniel Greene in NYC, Sebastian 
Capella in San Diego, and Lance Richlin in Palos Verdes. Over the years, 
her exposure to various techniques, mediums, and modalities have 
allowed her to develop a style all her own, with a keen eye for aesthetics, 
light and shadow, and composition. Her work may be seen at Palos 
Verdes Art Center and at SusanWhitingPortraits.com Don't miss this fun 
and creative meeting!

As a reminder, the Empty Saddle Club requests that meeting attendees 
leave their dogs at home. i

 

COURTESY: SUSAN WHITING

http://animalcare.lacounty.gov/emergency-response/
mailto:martinhorses@aol.com
mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
http://www.SusanWhitingPortraits.com
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NEWS BRIEFS

TRAIL PROTECTION FUND 
DONORS 

Thank you to the following PVPHA 
members for their generous donation 
to the Trail Protection Fund:

E  David & Susan Breiholz  E      
E  Michael & Barbara Murphy E    

E  Michelle Bykerk  E    
All donations to the PVPHA’s Trail 
Protection Fund are tax-deductible. 

ROLLING HILLS TRAIL USAGE
As a reminder, the Rolling Hills 

Bridle Trails are only open to RH 
residents and equestrians with 
current RHCA trail badges. For 
more information or to apply for 
a trail badge, visit rhca.org/info.
php?pnum=9

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK! 
Keep up with the PVPHA, our 

monthly Dispatch, and local events, 
news, and concerns at facebook.
com/pvpha. Please share our articles 
and post relevant content and local 
equestrian happenings to our page. 

Don't forget to click the "Like" 
button to get updates sent to your 
feed! 
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Rolling Hills Estates 
61st ANNUAL CITY CELEBRATION 

 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

 

The Empty Saddle Club 
39 Empty Saddle Road 

_________________________________________________ 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

 
FOOD & BEVERAGE SERVICES 

 
  9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Empty Saddle Club Beverage Services 
11:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Empty Saddle Club Barbecue Lunch Services 
12:00 p.m. -  2:00 p.m. City’s Birthday Cake (Free!) 

 
 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
 

  9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Community, Sponsor, and Commercial Booths 
  9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Children’s Hay Jumping Pit 
  9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Children’s Corn Kernel Pit 
  9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Giant Picnic Games 
10:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Hay Wagon Rides 
10:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Pony Rides 
10:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. Petting Zoo 
12:00 p.m. - 12:15 p.m. Scouts Historical Flag Ceremony 
12:15 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. Mayor’s Welcome  
  1:00 p.m. -   2:00 p.m. City Officials vs. Lomita Sheriff Dept. Volleyball Match 
  1:00 p.m. -   2:00 p.m. Water Melon Eating Contest & Water Balloon Toss Competition  
 

 

EQUESTRIAN EVENTS 
 

    8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  PVPHA Poker Ride & Trails Class Competitions  
    9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Gymkhana Events 
  12:30 p.m. -   1:00 p.m. Junior & Adult Drill Team Demonstrations 
    1:00 p.m. -   1:30 p.m. Poker Ride Prizes Awarded  
    1:30 p.m. -   2:30 p.m. Stick Horse Rodeo Events 
    2:30 p.m. -   4:00 p.m. Battle for the Saddle Event 
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61st Annual Rolling Hills Estates City Celebration
September 15 at Empty Saddle Club

The City Celebration will once again be held at the 
ESC with fun activities for the entire family beginning 
at 8AM. Favorites like the corn kernel pit, hay wagon 
rides, pony rides, petting zoo, and more will be situated 
near the clubhouse while equestrian events including the 
gymkhana and Junior Drill Team demonstration will take 
place in the main arena. 

A variety of community and vendor booths as well as 
food and beverage services will be set up in front of the 
clubhouse. Picnic games like the ever popular watermelon 
eating contest and water balloon competition take place 
on the lawn. This is a birthday party, so cake will be served! 
Afterwards you can watch as the RHE City Officials battle 
the Lomita Sheriff Department during their annual 
volleyball match in the west arena. 

A new twist this year combines the Annual Poker Ride 
with the Trail Class Competition. Various trail obstacles 
will be set up at each card collection point. Riders may 
elect to participate in the Trail Class by completing the 
obstacles at each stop or they can simply collect their 
card(s) and move on to the next point. As always, poker 
hands are $10 each with proceeds benefitting the City’s 
Pepper Tree Foundation (ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us/
community/pepper-tree-foundation) and the PVPHA 
Trail Protection Fund.

To top off the day, a Stick Horse Rodeo and the South 
Bay Gymkhana Series Battle for the Saddle will take place 
starting at 1:30PM in the main arena. Twelve stick horses 
have been donated for the event but feel free to bring 
your own personalized stick horse. Watch as equestrians 
and non-equestrians of all ages run through a variety of 
gymkhana patterns. Then the real competition begins as 
qualifying SBGS participants battle for the highest total 
points and ultimately, the trophy saddle. 

For more information on the Battle for the Saddle event 
visit southbaygymkhanaseries.com or facebook.com/
southbaygymkhana. A complete schedule of activities 
and times for the City Celebration can be seen on page 3.

Portuguese Bend National Horse Show
September 7-9 at Ernie Howlett Park

The 61st annual show starts each day at 7:30AM and 
features a wide variety of English riding events including 
the $15,000 Seahorse Open Jumper Classic.

The show has the feel of an old fashion hometown fair. 
Food booths, haybale boutique, special events, and the 
children's circle are all designed with the young visitor 
in mind. Benefiting Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, 
the theme of this year‘s show is “Giving our Hearts and 
Hands for Children”. 

For the past 29 years there has been a poster contest 
associated with the event. This year’s winning poster 
entry was painted by local artist Susan Whiting. The five 
winning entries can be seen at the Palos Verdes Library 
in late August and early September and at the admission 
booth at the horse show. 

For a complete history of the show, schedule of events, 
directions, and more, visit pcch.net/horseshow.

September Event Roundup

http://ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us/community/pepper-tree-foundation
http://ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us/community/pepper-tree-foundation
http://www.southbaygymkhanaseries.com/
https://www.facebook.com/southbaygymkhana
https://www.facebook.com/southbaygymkhana
http://www.pcch.net/horseshow/
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First Annual Cowboy Days Queen Contest
September 23 at Empty Saddle Club

All hail the Queen! The First Annual Cowboy Days 
Queen Contest will be held for local girls ages 13-20. This 
event, hosted by Lisa Nguyen, is a new addition which 
will conclude at the Cowboy Days celebration taking 
place September 28-30. Less formal than a traditional 
rodeo Queen Contest, the girls will be judged on how 
they handle a horse in a specific riding pattern and in a 
trail course, as well as how they answer some Western 
heritage and horsemanship questions. Included as a 
fourth challenge, contestants will be asked to create a 
short speech about themselves, their talents, hobbies, 
and involvement with community services. This is an 
opportunity for the judges to get to know the contestants 
skills and personality. 

The winning queen will be crowned along with two 
princesses (the first and second runners up) at the 
opening ceremony for Cowboy Days, held on Friday, 
September 28. The queen and her court will then be 
involved with the Cowboy Days activities at the Empty 
Saddle Club where you can meet them and share a smile. 
Their duties will include passing out awards, taking 
pictures with the winners of each event, helping with the 
dinner on Saturday night, and joining in on the fun! For 
a complete listing of all the Cowboy Days events see the 
schedule on page 6.

There will be an informational meeting in the ESC 
clubhouse on September 5th at 6PM where we will 

outline the event and answer questions. If you are unable 
to attend the meeting, email Lisa directly at cowgirllje@
yahoo.com. The cutoff date for entries is September 16. 

Join us for the fun and exciting new Queen Contest 
starting at 9AM on September 23rd at the Empty Saddle 
Club.
26th Annual Cowboy Days
September 28-30 at Empty Saddle Club

Cowboy Days is an annual event held in late summer 
at the Empty Saddle Club. Since 1992, the Club members 
have celebrated the "Old Cowboy Ways" through three 
days of celebration and two days of competition.

Cowboy Days starts on Friday, with a TGIF Kick Off 
party. The competition starts on Saturday and completes 
on Sunday. Events include team roping, cutting, team 
penning, gymkhana, trail and youth events. The big 
party and dance is held Saturday evening, where the 
day's winners will be awarded their buckles, then on 
Sunday the final events and buckle awards are given out. 
As usual we plan on hot competition for the All Around 
Cowboy. Come help us celebrate!

For entry form and info visit emptysaddleclub.com. i

mailto:cowgirllje@yahoo.com
mailto:cowgirllje@yahoo.com
http://www.emptysaddleclub.com/
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Daily horse events ·  Live Music and Dancing · Delicious Food · A weekend of fun for the whole family 

SATURDAY 

29  

) 

3:00 Cutting 
6:00 Opening Ceremony · Crowning of the “Queen”         
Charro Roping ·  Happy Hour · Silent Auction Opens 
7:00 Taco Dinner ·  Live Music & Dancing 
8:00 The popular Table Horse Race! 

9:00 R4R Roping (last of the “Saddle Series”) 
1:00 Gymkhana (all ages) 
6:00 Happy Hour 
7:00 Dinner ·  Live Music & Dancing 
8:00 Closing of the Silent Auction  

9:15 “Try your Luck Trail” for Youth & Juniors 
11:15 “Try Your Luck Trail” for Adults  
12:30 Ranch Sorting  
Presentation of All-around Cowboy Award; Jr, Youth & Adult 

Don’t miss out on the event of the year!  

For the Schedule of Events, Entry Forms and 
Ticket Purchases, please visit our website. 

FRIDAY 

28  

) 

SUNDAY 

30  

) 

 D 
New this year! Junior and Youth all-around competition will include Ranch Sorting. 
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 D 
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by LISA CORREA 
VP EDUCATION

At the August General Meeting 
teams battled it out during Horse 
Trivia. Hosted by Sara Walters and 
her mom, Lori Barfield, who acted 
as scorekeeper and referee, teams 
were tested on their knowledge of 
everything equestrian including body 
parts, tack, medical issues, horse 
racing, and literature. To add more 
excitement to the challenge, each 
round consisted of two teams facing 
off and ringing in when they knew 
(or thought they knew) the answer. 
Root beer floats and fun were had by 
players and spectators. 

The top three teams won cash 
prizes (pictured right from L to R): 1st 
Place – "The Head Shakers" (Claudia 
Gomez, Judy Bell, David Bell), Host 
Sarah Walters, 2nd Place – "The 
Revengers" (Leighton Armitage, 
Charlotte Litchfield, Frankie Foltz) 
and 3rd Place – "Full Send" (Erin 
Wolf, Piper Powers, Makena Fine).i 

T r i v i a 
&Floats

 

CREDITS: (ABOVE) LISA CORREA & (BELOW) LORI BARFIELD

(ABOVE) The teams prepare to ring in first when they know the answer to the 
trivia question. 
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Courtesy of EQUITHRIVE 
EQUITHRIVE.COM

As a veterinarian AND a certified farrier, Dr. Vernon 
Dryden is one of the most sought after hoof experts in 
the country. We caught up with Dr. Dryden to discuss 
how horse owners can improve the quality of their 
horses' feet, without having to make drastic changes in 
treatment.

Equithrive: When is the right time to start a 
horse on a hoof supplement?

Dr. Dryden: This is one of the most frequently asked 
questions I get. I think it depends on the environment the 
horse is in, what they’re doing, what their job is, and what 
their issues are as far as hoof condition goes. I think a 
good hoof supplement and daily vitamin supplement is 
excellent for any horse, especially the horses in need that 
don’t have great quality feet; that have shelly feet cracks 
that don’t produce a good horn. I think those cases are 
well suited for hoof supplementation.

As a veterinarian, what are the key ingredients 
you look for in a hoof supplement?

It’s very important to make sure the quality of the 
supplement is there. The first things I look for when I 
look at the ingredients, I want to make sure it’s got biotin, 
methionine, trace minerals and amino acids in it. Those 
are the most important building blocks to developing a 
good hoof and hair coat, and it’s all interconnected, so 
those things are essential.

Selenium and Vitamin E are very important in the 
sulfur bonds of the hoof and the development of the 
hoof. If those aren’t there then the hoof doesn’t form as 
well as it should. In some cases you do see a selenium 
deficiency, and in those cases a supplement that has it is 
very advantageous to the development of the hair, coat 
and hoof.

In your experience, have you seen any difference 
in products using chelated trace minerals versus 
normal trace minerals?

I think chelated trace minerals are definitely more 
bioavailable to the horse. I think it makes a difference 
when you’re giving a horse something they’re going to 
utilize in the biochemistry and how the horse processes it, 
versus just going through the system and wasting money. 
So, if you utilize a product with better bioavailability 
you’re going to be winning in the long run.

Explain how hoof health can impact other 
areas, such as the joints.

Joint issues and hoof issues can be very similar in 
that they’re both connective tissue. And if you don’t have 
proper nutrients for those connective tissues to develop 
and maintain, then you’re going to have problems.

Keys to Healthier Hooves

I think a large part of it is nutritionally based, for sure. 
The other part of it is genetics. It’s just like with anything, 
you have good genetics, you have poor genetics. In some 
cases, the horse has poor genetic makeup when it comes 
to feet, and they need some help. And I think in those 
cases hoof supplementation is key.

I would also associate hoof structure and balance 
with joint health, as well. The base in which the horse 
is standing, if that’s not proper and secure, then you’re 
going to tweak the joints and you’re not going to have 
a happy, healthy joint. The foot is the foundation of 
the horse, and if it’s not properly balanced then you’re 
going to have some leverage on the joints that you don’t 
necessarily want.

Let’s say I’ve just started giving my horse a 
hoof supplement with all the key ingredients you 
listed. When can I expect to see improvement and 
what exactly should I be looking for?

It’s going to take at least a month to see before you can 
see an improvement in the hoof quality.

A hoof grows from the coronary band, down. When we 
look at a hoof and want to judge how a hoof supplement 
is doing, the soonest you’ll see improvement is about 
a month out. So it takes a while before you will see a 
significant change in the hoof capsule. Now, by improving 
some of the nutrients that are going into the animal, you’ll 
have a nice sheen to the hoof capsule, the periople will 
improve, but otherwise on the hoof structure you might 
not see noticeable improvement for months.  i

 

COURTESY: EQUITHRIVE

http://WWW.equithrive.com 
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by NANCY WILDMAN
VP MEMBERSHIP 

On August 13th at 2:30 PM a small dog was snatched from 
his owner’s barn by a coyote despite the the Coyote Vest the 
dog was wearing. It was later determined that the dog was 
indeed killed by a coyote when some of his remains were found 
on the trail about a quarter of a mile from where he was taken.

This unfortunate event underscores the necessity to protect 
our pets from coyotes at all hours of the day and night. The 
only sure way of accomplishing this is to keep pets in coyote 
safe cages or within a home when not under our direct 
supervision. When outside, dogs should be kept on a leash 
and within sight at all times. 

The Coyote Vest can be a helpful tool to protect dogs and 
cats when used appropriately. However, it is not designed to 
protect a pet from a coyote attack but rather to prevent them 
from being killed outright in such an attack and to provide the 
owner with a second or two to intervene and hopefully save the 
pet. It is easy to feel a false sense of security from fences and 
anti-coyote wear but the fact is that coyotes can easily jump a 
six-foot fence and work their way around protective clothing.

I wish we could go back to the "old days’’ when we could let 
our chickens roam our gardens and our dogs walk the trails 
unleashed, but I’m afraid those days are gone forever. i

Increasing PV 
Coyote Attacks

Predat or a L er t
You may just catch a glimpse now and then, 
but these century old opportunists lurk in cover 
or in the open all around us looking to survive.

Protect your Pets
Do not leave food of any kind accessible to coyotes. This 
includes feeding birds or other small wild animals which 
will also attract coyotes looking for food.

coyote Facts
 They can and will jump an 8’ fence for food or water
 Their hunting time is normally dusk to dawn
 Average weight is 20-30 lbs, and 18 plus inches tall
 They have an acute sense of smell and hearing
 Diet consists of pets, birds, snakes, rodents & rabbits
 Domestic pets, small dogs, outdoor cats are easy prey
 Dens are often in a hillside or hidden in cover

Charlene O’Neil RE/MAX Estate Properties 310.422.1212
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Coyote Hazing GUIDELINES
How to Haze for Effective Reshaping of Coyote Behavior

Generally, coyotes are reclusive animals who avoid human contact. 

Coyotes who’ve adapted to urban and suburban environments, however, 

may realize there are few real threats and approach people or feel safe 

visiting yards even when people are present. These coyotes have become 

habituated (lost their fear of humans), likely due to the ready availability of 

food in our neighborhoods. Sometimes, this food is deliberately provided 

by people who like to watch wild animals or misguidedly feel they are 

helping them by offering food. These bold coyotes should not be tolerated 

or enticed, but given the message that they should not be so brazen.

Hazing is a method that uses deterrents to move an animal out of an 

area or discourages an undesirable behavior or activity. Hazing can help 

maintain coyotes’ fear of humans and deter them from neighborhood 

spaces such as backyards and playgrounds. 

REMEMBER…

u   NEVER run away from a coyote!  

u    If the coyote doesn’t leave at first, 

continue approaching him and/or 

increase the intensity of your hazing 

until he runs away. If he runs a short 

distance away and then stops and 

looks at you, continue hazing him until 

he leaves the area completely.

u    If a coyote returns after you’ve 

successfully hazed him or her, continue 

to haze the coyote as you did before. It 

typically takes only one or two times to 

haze a coyote away for good.

u    Contact authorities and do not interact 

with a coyote whom you suspect of 

being sick or injured. Although coyotes 

are skittish by nature and generally aren’t 

aggressive towards people, engaging 

animals who are sick or injured can result 

in unpredictable behavior.

HAZING METHODS

Using a variety of different hazing tools is critical because coyotes can 

habituate to individual items, sounds, and actions. 

u  Yell and wave your arms while approaching the coyote.

u   Use noisemakers (e.g. your voice, whistles, air horns, bells, soda cans 

filled with pennies or dead batteries, pots and pans banged together). 

u    Use projectiles (e.g. sticks, small rocks, cans, tennis balls, rubber balls). 

u   Try other repellents (e.g. hoses, water guns with vinegar water, spray 

bottles with vinegar water, pepper spray, bear repellant, or walking sticks).

“GO AWAY COYOTE!”

The simplest method of hazing a coyote involves being loud and large. 

Watch this fun video for a demonstration: bit.ly/19hkRB2

If a coyote has not been hazed before, he might not immediately run 

away when you yell at him. If this happens, you might need to walk 

towards the coyote and increase the intensity of your hazing. If the 

coyote does run away, he might stop after a distance and look back at 
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you. It’s important to continue to haze the coyote until he leaves the 

area completely. You might need to use multiple tactics, such as shaking 

noisemakers, stomping your feet, and spraying him with a hose to get 

him to leave.

DOG-WALKING TOOLS

There are several tools for repelling coyotes that you can carry with you 

while walking your dog. Of course, remember that you should always 

walk your dog on a leash. If you see a coyote, either pick up your dog (if 

possible) or place him or her behind you before hazing the coyote. Then: 

u Blow a whistle or air horn at the coyote.

u Squirt a squirt gun at the coyote.

u Yell and wave your arms.

u  Use a homemade noisemaker, such as pennies in a sippy cup 

or soda can (sealed with duct tape).

u Pick up sticks or rocks and throw them towards the coyote.

IN YOUR YARD

Keeping pets and pet food inside is the best way to keep coyotes out of 

your yard.  If you do encounter coyotes, all of the above methods can be 

used in your yard. First, try the “Go Away Coyote!” method (yell and wave 

your arms as you approach the coyote). You can also squirt the coyote 

with your garden hose or a squirt gun or bang pots and pans together.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

ü   Hazing is most effective when an individual coyote is 
hazed by a variety of people using a variety of tools and 
techniques.

ü      A coyote who is being hazed must be able to 
recognize that the potential threat is coming from a 
person. Therefore, hiding behind a bush and throwing 
rocks or hazing from inside your car isn’t effective.

ü   You can use hazing techniques and tools for one 
animal or multiple animals. There is usually a 
dominant animal in the group who will respond, and 
others will follow her lead.

ü   Don’t stop hazing after it’s successful. Coyotes 
or their pups could return to their unacceptable 
habits or behaviors if you stop. 

ü   Share this information by teaching your family, 
friends, and neighbors how to haze coyotes too! 
The more people that get involved in hazing, the 
more quickly you will see results.

For more information and tips, visit our website at humanesociety.org/coyotes.
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COURTESY OF THE EQUINE CENTER 
THEEQUINECENTER.COM

Pigeon fever has nothing to do with pigeons and your 
horse will often not even have a fever. So what is it and 
what does it mean for you and your horse?
What is Pigeon Fever?

“Pigeon fever” or “dryland distemper” as it is sometimes 
called, is caused by a gram negative bacteria that lives in 
the soil known as Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis. 
Unfortunately this is a ubiquitous soil bacteria, in other 
words it can be found in the soil anywhere, not just on 
previously infected farms. The bacteria can survive for long 
periods of time in the soil—more than eight months in a 
study of soil samples at environmental temperatures. The 
organism can also survive for up to two months in hay and 
shavings. A horse can become infected when bacteria enter 
the body through small scrapes or wounds in the skin. This 
can happen through direct contact with contaminated soil 
or objects, or with the assistance of insects that deposit 
the bacteria on abraded skin. A variety of insects including 
horn flies, stable flies and houseflies have been implicated 
as mechanical vectors (spreaders of the disease). The 
incubation period—the time between the initial infection 
and the formation of the abscess—can be about three to 
four weeks.
What Does Pigeon Fever Look Like?

There are three forms of infection with Pigeon fever.
FIRST, and most common are external abscesses. This 

form may be how the disease got its name, due to the puffed 
out “pigeon breast” look of the pectoral region abscesses. 
The external abscesses manifest as painful, hot swellings 
usually on the pectoral (chest) region, axillary (arm pit) 
region, ventral midline of the abdomen (belly), or along 
the sheath or mammary tissue. Often the horse will not act 
“sick”, but may be uncomfortable due to the pressure from 
abscess and the associated swelling that can develop.

Pigeon Fever? There's 
a Vaccine for That!

SECOND is the more serious form of Pigeon fever, 
internal abscesses. Only about 8% of infected horses will 
develop this form, but it is potentially life threatening. 
Abscesses develop most commonly in organs such as 
the liver, lungs, kidney, and spleen. Unfortunately it will 
often take longer for horses with internal abscesses to 
show signs of disease, and the signs are fairly nonspecific. 
The horse may be lethargic, have a decreased appetite, 
develop a fever, show signs of colic, have a cough, and/
or unexplained weight loss. An SHI (Corynebacterium 
pseudotuberculosis) blood titer test, as well as abdominal 
ultrasound can be helpful in identifying these cases. 
Once diagnosed the horse will need to be put on strong 
antibiotics for a period of time.

The THIRD form and least common form of pigeon 
fever is known as ulcerative lymphangitis. It accounts for 
about 1% of affected cases. The bacterium causes a painful 
infection and swelling of the lymphatic system, most often 
involving the hindlimbs. Signs include limb swelling, 
cellulitis (skin infection), draining tracts that follow 
lymphatics in the horse’s body, severe lameness, fever, 

 

COURTESY: THE EQUINE CENTER
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lethargy, and anorexia. These horses will also often need 
to be put on strong antibiotics for a period of time.
How Do You Treat Pigeon Fever?

Horses with an external Pigeon Fever abscess usually 
do well with daily application of a drawing poultice (like 
Ichthammol or sometimes known as Drawing Salve) to the 
affected area, and warm compresses.

Once the abscess is close enough to the skin and matures 
it will either rupture on its own, or your veterinarian can 
lance the abscess. Usually lancing the abscess is done using 
ultrasound guidance to find the best place to drain.

The abscesses should be cleaned and flushed daily with 
a dilute Betadine soulution (dilute until fluid is a weak tea 
color).

The use of systemic antibiotics is controversial. Many 
veterinarians believe that antibiotics will delay the 
maturation of a developing abscess, and might facilitate 
internal abscess formation. As long as the horse appears 
healthy and has a normal attitude and appetite, it is 
preferred to withhold antibiotic therapy. If the abscesses 
are deep and causing pain and discomfort to the horse, 
Banamine (flunixin meglumine) can be given.

Prior to abscess drainage the horse cannot spread the 
bacteria to its neighbors, it is not infectious. As soon as 
the abscess ruptures or is lanced the resulting PUS IS 
INFECTIOUS to other horses, goats, cows, and sometimes 
immune compromised people (rarely). Once the abscess 
starts draining, isolation of the horse, fly control with 
sprays and ointments, as well as overall stable biosecurity 
measures are very important.

Some good barn biosecurity tips to implement during an 
outbreak include: work with the infected horse last while 
out at the barn, don’t share grooming tools or manure 
rakes, wear gloves and wash your hands when working 
with the horse, wash your clothes after leaving the barn, 
have a strong chlorine bleach foot bath outside the horse’s 
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stall (change the solution daily), and contain any pus 
flushed from the abscess in a bucket where it can easily be 
doubled bagged, sealed, and disposed of.
How Can You Prevent Pigeon Fever?

FLY CONTROL is one of the most important ways to 
help prevent Pigeon Fever. Using things like:

• Fly masks
• Fly sheets
• Fly sprays (active ingredient including one or more of 

the following: pyrethrin, permethrin, or cypermethrin)
• Fly ointments (like SWAT by Farnum)
• Fly predators (Spalding Fly Predators)
• Fly control supplements (Insect Growth Regulators
with diflubenzuron or cyromazine)
• Fly traps or bait stations
Good barn hygiene is also important for fly control:
• Picking up manure from stalls, turnouts, and arenas 

daily
• Cleaning up leftover or spilled feed, grain, and hay 

daily
• Keeping manure storage areas dry. As soon as possible, 

spread manure on pastures so it can be exposed to sunlight 
and dry out

• Making sure stall areas and barn have proper drainage 
to eliminate wet and moist areas where flies breed

VACCINATION against Pigeon Fever is now an 
option! There is a conditional vaccine manufactured by 
Boerhringer Ingelheim that is now available through your 
veterinarian. The vaccine is administered in the muscle, 
and then boostered 3-4 weeks later. After the initial series, 
the vaccine is given annually. This can be a very helpful 
vaccine on farms that struggle with Pigeon Fever every 
year, or for anyone who wants to take proactive steps 
to protect their horse this summer. Since this is a new 
product we suggest speaking with your veterinarian for 
further information to see if it is right for your horse. i

https://www.spalding-labs.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HORSEBACK HAM RADIO
by MELODY COLBERT 

 On Saturday Aug 11,  I volunteered with the PV Amateur 
Radio Club for the annual Hills Are Alive 10K/5K race in 
Rolling Hills Estates. My function as a licensed ham radio 
operator on horseback is to ride the entire course behind 
the last 10K runners to ensure that no one is left behind 
or needs assistance. Other “hams” are stationed all along 
the route to help keep the runners on track and radio for 
help if needed.

END OF SUMMER HORSE FUN
by EDEN FIZULICH 

This July and August, caravans of PV horses and riders 
made their way down to Fiesta Island in San Diego and 
O'Neill Regional Park in Orange County for a last hurrah 
to summer with horse swimming and camping. i

CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES: 
Time to Freshen Things Up? Come see Karen! 
Karen Savich at the General Store washes all pads, 
blankets, dog and cat beds, leg wraps, polos, fly masks, 
bareback pads, day and fly sheets and much more! 
Stop in and see her or give her a call at 310-541-3688.

GO ONLINE: 
Buy/Sell/Lease Horses; Buy/Sell Tack; Rent/Find 
Stalls.  Join the group on Facebook:   
Horses+  Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA.

Two-line classified advertisements are free to 
PVPHA members. To submit an ad, email it to the 
editor at pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com. 

 

CREDIT: RICHARD COLBERT
Melody operating her ham radio on Mo while also ponying 
Maggie.

 

COURTESY: LORI BARNETT
PV horse and mule riders travel south for horse camping 
and water fun.
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JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association, clip and mail this form to
 PVPHA
 PO Box 4153
 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

  Household membership $ 35.00

  Tax-deductible contribution 
  to Trail Protection Fund $

     Total:  $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″) $ 150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″) $ 75
Quarter Page (4″×5″) $ 35
Business Card (2½″×4″) $ 20
Classified - per line $ 2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please visit pvpha.org/store to pay or 
make checks payable to PVPHA and 
mail them to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email print-ready ad copy and 
proof of payment for ad space to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha.dispatch@
gmail.com.

Any additional printing costs must be 
paid by the advertiser.

DEADLINE for the receipt of 
ads is the 20th of the month.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates and Policy

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President  310-422-1212
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership  310-729-3266
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs  310-378-9412
Lisa Correa, VP Education 310-938-0383
Melody Colbert, Treasurer  310-427-4378
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary  310-413-4679
Tiffany Chiu, Corresponding Secretary 310-621-4247

INTERESTED IN WRITING  
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always looking 
for contributing writers and  
photographers to help fill our 
next issue. Contact the editor at 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for 
more information.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED?

Email the editor for help! 
Dispatch Editor: Amanda Wildman
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com

mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
mailto:pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com
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