
December 31
New York New Year’s Eve with 
Potluck Dinner
Empty Saddle Club - 6PM 

January 17
Chili Cook-Off Entry Deadline
Visit pvpha.org/chili

January 19-21
Connection Training Clinic with 
Shawna Corrin Karrasch
Lincourt Stables - Friday at 6PM, 
Saturday & Sunday at 8AM  
Contact Lincourt Stables for more 
info via text at (818) 822-0881 or by 
emailing LincourtStables@gmail.com 

January 20
Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival 
and Chili Cook-Off
Empty Saddle Club - Chili at 6PM, 
Show at 7PM 

January 22 
Equestrian Committee Meeting
RHE City Hall - 6PM
Let your city representatives know 
how they can make future City 
Celebrations great!

FUTURE DATE TO REMEMBER

May 5
Mayor’s Breakfast Ride
Mark it on your calendar! It’s really 
important to get a good turnout this 
year or future rides will be cancelled.

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. 
To add an event, send the information to 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
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NEXT PVPHA GENERAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 15

Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival
by  LISA CORREA   
VP EDUCATION

The New Year is here and that means it is time for the Cowboy Poetry & 
Music Festival and Chili Cook-Off! Organized by Bruce Harnishfeger, the 
event begins with free chili at 6PM and is followed by the festival at 7PM. 
To enter into the cook-off, find the application on pvpha.org/chili.  X

COME ONE! COME ALL!
21st Annual

COWBOY POETRY & MUSIC
FESTIVAL & CHILI COOK-OFF

Sponsored by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen's Association

January 20, 2018 at 7PM
(Free Chili and Cornbread at 6PM)

EMPTY SADDLE CLUB
39 Empty Saddle Club Rd. RHE CA 90274

To SIGN UP or MORE INFO call

BRUCE 562-331-0686
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NEWS BRIEFS (CONTINUED)

NEWS BRIEFS

 PV JR DRILL TEAM HOLIDAY PARADE
On December 3rd the Palos Verdes Junior Drill 

Team participated in the 37th Annual Spirit of San 
Pedro Holiday Parade. Riders age seven to 17 and their 
eleven horses decorated with antlers, icicles, glitter, and 
snowflakes delighted the nearly ten thousand spectators 
lining the parade route through San Pedro's historic 
downtown. This year's parade included nearly 130 
exhibitors and featured marching bands, local youth 
sports teams and pep squads, politicians and businesses, 
port, military, police and fire units, native, traditional 
and youth dancetroupes, church and maritime groups, 
and many more. 

The team was thrilled to see so many friendly faces 
in the crowd and loved hearing supportive cheers called 
out as they passed by. Elise Swanson, President and CEO 
of the San Pedro Chamber of Commerce, said the Drill 
Team is always a huge crowd-pleaser that everyone looks 
forward to seeing back next year.

The video of the Team at the parade can be seen on the 
PVPHA Dispatch Facebook Page at facebook.com/pvpha

Sponsored by the PVPHA, the Drill Team is an 
all volunteer organization dedicated to promoting 
friendship and horsemanship in the area’s youth. It 
performs annually at RHE City Celebration and ESC 
Cowboy Days and can make special appearances 

upon request. The Drill Team always welcomes new 
members. Please contact Team Leader Chris Wolf for 
more information at jccewolf@hotmail.com.

TRAIL PROTECTION FUND DONORS 
Thank you to the following PVPHA members for their 

generous donations to the Trail Protection Fund:
E  Linda & Pete Gorman E  Angela Springer 
E  Cindy Parsons E  Mark Watson
All donations to the PVPHA’s Trail Protection Fund are 
tax-deductible. i

 

CREDIT: EDEN FIZULICH Junior Drill Team riders and horses lined up at the Holiday Parade in their glimmering costumes.
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January 9th - May 10th, 2018 

Pony Rides 
 and  

Petting Zoo  
 

available  
by appointment only 

CELEBRATE YOUR 
BIRTHDAY AT 

PWEC !! 
 

RIDE A PONY, 
MINE FOR 

JEWELS TAKE 
A HAYRIDE 
WITH US ! 

For More Info, Call: 
 
 

Peter Weber 
Equestrian Center 

 

The Barn 
310-541-9487 

 

26401 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Rolling Hills Est, CA 90274 

 
Download Application At: 
http://www.pwecent.com 

Have Your 
 

Field Trip, Club, Mom’s 
Group, or Scout Troop 

Meeting With Us! 
 

Includes: 
1 Pony Ride, 1 Hay Ride, 
1 Petting Zoo Admission 

 
Cost: 

 

$15 per kid, $5 per adult 
$150 minimum charge 

 

Ride and Learn 
 Basic horsemanship, AND 

Learn to care for our ranch animals! 
*NEW SESSION ADDED! 

Ages 3 and Up 
*10:00 AM—11:30 AM 

After School Program 
4:00 PM-5:30 PM 

Come Once a Week For 5 Weeks 
 

Session 1: Tuesdays, 1/9 – 2/6 
Session 2: Wednesdays, 1/10 – 2/7 
Session 3: Thursdays, 1/11 – 2/8 
Session 4: Tuesdays, 2/13 – 3/13 

Session 5: Wednesdays, 2/14 – 3/14 
Session 6: Thursdays, 2/15 – 3/15 
Session 7: Tuesdays, 4/10 – 5/8 

Session 8: Wednesdays, 4/11 – 5/9 
Session 9: Thursdays, 4/12 – 5/10 

 
 

Price: $275/Session 
 

Space is Limited, Sign up NOW! 
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by XXX  
COURTESY OF LA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DE-
PARTMENT

XXX  i

 

Hello PVPHA member,  
 

In spring 2018, Cal Water will begin installing seven miles of new drinking water pipelines, a portion of 
which will go in the Palomino Ranchos and Botanic Garden bridle trails, and a new pump station in the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula to increase water service reliability and ensure the Peninsula is better prepared 
for the future, both for everyday drinking water and emergency needs. 
 

We are committed to keeping the equestrian community informed and wanted to provide an update on 
the steps we’re taking to minimize the impacts of the project on neighbors and horse owners along the 
drinking water pipeline route. We have been working closely with local equestrian consultant, Nancy 
Wildman, as well as individual horse owners, and we are proud that the Project recently received a 
letter of support from the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. 
 

We are partnering with Gil Houle of the Peter Weber Equestrian Center to finalize the best possible 
boarding option for horses that live along the affected bridle trails in Rolling Hills Estates (see map 
below), based on the feedback we received from horse owners. Once we make more progress on this 
front, we will share this plan with the individual horse owners affected. 
 

During pipeline construction, there will be temporary closures of the Palomino Ranchos and the Botanic 
Garden trails in Rolling Hills Estates. Below you’ll find a map that indicates which trails will be impacted 
while we make these improvements and the estimated duration. 
 

 

Hello PVPHA member,

In spring 2018, Cal Water will begin installing seven miles of new drinking water pipelines, a portion of which will go 
in the Palomino Ranchos and Botanic Garden bridle trails, and a new pump station in the Palos Verdes Peninsula to 
increase water service reliability and ensure the Peninsula is better prepared for the future, both for everyday drinking 
water and emergency needs.

We are committed to keeping the equestrian community informed and wanted to provide an update on the steps we’re 
taking to minimize the impacts of the project on neighbors and horse owners along the drinking water pipeline route. 
We have been working closely with local equestrian consultant, Nancy Wildman, as well as individual horse owners, 
and we are proud that the Project recently received a letter of support from the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s 
Association.

We are partnering with Gil Houle of the Peter Weber Equestrian Center to finalize the best possible boarding option 
for horses that live along the affected bridle trails in Rolling Hills Estates (see map to the right), based on the feedback 
we received from horse owners. Once we make more progress on this front, we will share this plan with the individual 
horse owners affected.

During pipeline construction, there will be temporary closures of the Palomino Ranchos and the Botanic Garden 
trails in Rolling Hills Estates. Below you’ll find a map that indicates which trails will be impacted while we make these 
improvements and the estimated duration.

To learn more about the PV Peninsula Water Reliability Project, please visit pvpha.org/CalWater, pvpwaterproject.
com, or facebook.com/pvpwaterproject.

Should you have equestrian questions about the project that are not addressed in the available information or 
websites, please reach out to us at PVPWaterProject@calwater.com or contact Nancy Wildman, Equestrian Liaison 
for Cal Water, by phone or text at (310) 729-3266 or via email at wildman312@cox.net. We look forward to keeping 
you informed about the Project and providing reliable drinking water service for generations to come.

Thank you,
Palos Verdes Peninsula Water Reliability Project Team

http://pvpha.org/CalWater
http://pvpwaterproject.com
http://pvpwaterproject.com
http://facebook.com/pvpwaterproject
mailto:PVPWaterProject%40calwater.com?subject=PVP%20Water%20Project%20
mailto:wildman312%40cox.net?subject=PVP%20Water%20Project
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Hello PVPHA member,  
 

In spring 2018, Cal Water will begin installing seven miles of new drinking water pipelines, a portion of 
which will go in the Palomino Ranchos and Botanic Garden bridle trails, and a new pump station in the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula to increase water service reliability and ensure the Peninsula is better prepared 
for the future, both for everyday drinking water and emergency needs. 
 

We are committed to keeping the equestrian community informed and wanted to provide an update on 
the steps we’re taking to minimize the impacts of the project on neighbors and horse owners along the 
drinking water pipeline route. We have been working closely with local equestrian consultant, Nancy 
Wildman, as well as individual horse owners, and we are proud that the Project recently received a 
letter of support from the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. 
 

We are partnering with Gil Houle of the Peter Weber Equestrian Center to finalize the best possible 
boarding option for horses that live along the affected bridle trails in Rolling Hills Estates (see map 
below), based on the feedback we received from horse owners. Once we make more progress on this 
front, we will share this plan with the individual horse owners affected. 
 

During pipeline construction, there will be temporary closures of the Palomino Ranchos and the Botanic 
Garden trails in Rolling Hills Estates. Below you’ll find a map that indicates which trails will be impacted 
while we make these improvements and the estimated duration. 
 

 
 

COURTESY: CAL WATER

Cal Water is partnering with Gil Houle of the Peter Weber Equestrian Center to finalize the best possible boarding option 
for horses that live along the affected bridle trails in Rolling Hills Estates (shown in blue and orange above).
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by EDEN FIZULICH 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A number of local riders have formed a small study 
group—also known as "Masterson on the Hill"—to learn 
and practice the Masterson Method techniques on their 
horses. At casual monthly meetings at a private barn in the 
Lanes, the group watches select segments of the Equine 
Massage for Performance Horses with Jim Masterson 
DVD, then performs the selected exercises with their 
equine partner. Participants guide each other through 
practicing the techniques and enjoy standing back to see 
the immediate results each of the horses demonstrates. 

Per the Masterson Method website, the technique: 
Teaches a unique method of equine bodywork for 
equine massage therapists and horse owners in which 
the practitioner recognizes and follows the responses 
of the horse to touch to release tension in key junctions 
of the body that most affect performance. In contrast 
to most traditional modalities, it enables the horse to 
actively participate in the process of releasing tension. 
It is something you do with the horse, rather than to 
the horse. This participation and interaction is what 
makes the method fascinating for those who use it.

Kelly Yates heads up the casual group meetings. She 
first started using the Masterson Method several years 
ago when she was asked to work with Nutella—a highly 
stressed and nervous horse who was underweight and 
short strided on one side. She started by implementing 
the "Bladder Meridian Technique" wherein fingers are 
run gently along the horse’s midline area, pausing at 
certain spots based on cues from the horse. Those cues 
include blinks followed by visible releases like licking and 
chewing, sometimes followed by yawning and shaking of 
the head. Kelly saw immediate progress:

I was able to connect with Nutella through signals 
and feedback she gave me right away, and within 
days I could see her visibly relax when I arrived at 

her stall. She softened on the ground before riding 
and her short stride loosened up almost immediately. 
Using Masterson made a huge difference. I taught the 
practices to her owners who were then better able to 
connect to their horse. 
In 2014, Kelly’s own Quarter Horse Quincy stepped 

on a nail and had to enter a lengthy and difficult period 
of recuperation. In an effort to keep his muscles loose 
and healthy during this time, Kelly practiced Masterson 
techniques on him daily. At the Pomona Horse Expo Kelly 
was able to meet Jim Masterson, who described specific 
exercises for her to use on Quincy that "not only helped 
keep his muscles relaxed but helped us stay connected 
through the period we could not ride." As Kelly explains:

Masterson helps you read your horse and helps him 
relax. It helps you connect and form a communication 
loop you can utilize at any time. It is unlike other 
massage techniques as it is easy to understand how 
to practice and you don’t have to worry about hurting 
your horse. It is not an exact science and you can 
adapt it to you and your horse and lifestyle. The horse 
can tell you what’s wrong through a connection you 
share. You can make important strides in short time 
increments. There is a lot of information available 

online and the books are inexpensive.
Each of the local Masterson study sessions starts with 

an informal discussion and exchange of ideas on any 
issues the various participants have been facing with 
their horses. These range from handling anxiety and 
spooky behavior on the trails to reversing bad habits 
like charging home after rides. Members of the group—
from advanced to novice riders—share their experiences, 
suggestions, and tips with the mutual goal that each can 
come away with something new in their toolbox.

"Masterson on the Hill" has been a big success for this 
group and the members always look forward to the next 
meeting. As RHE horsewoman Michelle Goodwin shares:

Being at Kelly’s wonderful barn and with others who 
care about the horses well-being is a real treat. What 
distinguishes the Masterson Method from other types 
of body work is that we are looking to the horse to 
be an active participant and express what it needs. 

Masterson on the Hill

 

CREDITS: EDEN FIZULICH
(L) Kelly Yates practicing Masterson techniques with 
Lady Bug as Comet waits her turn. (R) The group at the 
barn sharing experiences, tips, and suggestions on how to 
improve their riding.
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By reading the horses' responses, 
the horse guides us on what we 
do. The interaction improves our 
horses' trust in us, strengthens our 
relationship with them, deepens 
our communication and provides 
an opportunity for us to enhance 
our ability to read horses. The 
horses enjoy us helping them 
and we enjoy being together and 
learning from each other. 
Local rider Nancy Brands Ward 

agrees:
I practiced the Masterson 
techniques I learned in the first 
get-together on a horse I was 
working with, and he loved it! He 
followed me around the corral 
asking for more. Besides learning 
how to use Masterson techniques, 
the group gives us an opportunity 
to talk over issues with other 
horsewomen. I tried the tactics 
they suggested for when my 
horse balked on the trail, and she 
responded beautifully.
The horses enjoy the sessions 

and leave the meetings relaxed and 
happy.  Perhaps this will inspire 
others to start their own local 
group!  For more information on 
the Masterson Method – Integrated 
Equine Performance Bodywork visit 
mastersonmethod.com. i
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by EDEN FIZULICH 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When you see that smiling cowgirl with copper braids 
and her stately mule pass you on the trails, take a good look 
because you are in the presence of a real local treasure. 
That is Lori Barnett and six-year-old Jameson, who this 
year came home the World Champion Reining Mule from 
Bishop Mule Days—the biggest event of its kind in the 
country attracting over 30,000 spectators and 800 mules 
of every variety. As Lori recovered from surgery, Jameson 
and reining trainer Dallas Wedel beat over 50 mules at 
this year’s event. By summer Lori was back in the saddle 
and the duo took 3rd place at the Equine Trail Sports 
Southern California Summer Buckle Series Advanced 
Division and 2nd place at Empty Saddle Club's Cowboy 
Days and the Rolling Hills Estates City Celebration Trail/
Obstacle Competitions. 

Lori has been riding since her youth. At age ten she 
bought her first horse, Monty, from a Sunday LA Times 
ad with money she saved up from walking dogs, washing 
cars, and selling rabbits and frogs to friends and a local pet 
store in Arcadia where her family then lived. Monty came 
with a bridle and bareback pad, but “the saddle, boots, 
and helmet would have to follow somehow!”, remembers 
Lori. When Lori’s father’s engineering job brought the 
family to Rolling Hills Estates in 1971, Lori joined 4H and 
met life-long friend Patty Weber. With no trainer of her 
own but a lot of help from local 4H families and Patty, 
Lori started showing hunter/jumpers. Within a few years 
she had won numerous 4H county fairs and was named 
Queen at the ETI National Horse Show. Lori started 
giving lessons to local kids, was hired for body shaving/
grooming, and bought and sold horses. By age 16 she had 
saved up enough money to buy herself a truck and trailer 
and hit the Western circuit with her first Western horse 
Stanley. The pair won California Stock Seat Champion 
among numerous other titles. Her first “real job” was 
Head of the Horse Department at the General Store, 
where she was hired by owner and ETI Judge June Sivert. 
As Lori recalls fondly, “All the older ladies at the General 
Store were like my moms—they were true mentors and 
friends.”

Upon graduation from Rolling Hills High School 
(now Peninsula High), Lori was accepted into the UCSD 
pre-med program to be a veterinarian, but ultimately 
graduated from the USC Dental School (after paying much 
of her own way) and became a dental hygienist. During 
her college years Lori and thoroughbred Carousel gained 
local notoriety earning titles in Trail/Obstacles, Western 
Pleasure and Showmanship, as well as numerous high 
points at ETI, Open, and non-breed shows throughout 

SPOTLIGHT: Lori Barnett
southern California. All the while she continued training 
the next generation of riders here on the hill with true 
dedication and heart that left a lasting impression. As 
Heather (MacLeod) Kline recalls: 

Lori was my trainer when I was growing up but, 
looking back, she was so much more than that. 
Beyond teaching us to ride Western and compete in 
shows at Empty Saddle Club, she advised my parents 
on which show horses to buy, taught us responsible 
and loving ways to care for our horses, designed and 
sewed our Western show costumes, got up at 3AM to 
trailer our horses, and prepared us emotionally and 
physically to compete. She was our trainer, sister, 
stand-in mother, and mentor…and she did all of this 
while attending USC Dental School!

Lori’s love affair with mules started about ten years ago 
when she went to Bishop Mule Days for the first time. 

I was immediately mesmerized. It was such an 
inviting environment, reminding me of growing 
up here in Palos Verdes and I instantly fell in love 
with the whole genre. I had thought mules were ‘sub-
class citizens’ but I was wrong. Mules were doing 
cutting, roping, dressage, reining, hunter/jumper, 
showmanship, English, and Western Pleasure. 
Mules are more challenging than horses—you have 
to connect with them. But they have a heart and will 
do anything for you. I am fascinated by them.
During her 2013 Bishop trip, Lori met Craig Glass who 

had hauled three-year-old Jameson to Mule Days from 
his ranch in Montana to enter two halter classes. Craig 
had bred Jameson after carefully researching bloodlines 

 

COURTESY: LORI BARNETT
Lori Barnett and Craig Glass with Jameson after winning 
the 2015 Champion Western Pleasure competition at Bishop 
Mule Days in Bishop, CA.
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with a trip planned with Craig and the mules to Sedona, 
Prescott, and Wickenburg, Arizona. i 

You can sign up for lessons, clinics, and trail rides 
on one of Lori’s numerous horses and mules, including 
her mini-horse Sugar who is also available for birthday 
parties. She welcomes calls at 310-872-9358. 

and only selecting from quality horses and mules with 
top conformation. Craig, who has been completely deaf 
since he was a baby, rode Jameson at the event and won 
World Champion Halter. As he explains, “I pay close 
attention to the mule and the position of his ears when 
riding and at events I watch other people and the judge 
too.” Lori, Craig, and Jameson hit it off and the three have 
been together since. Two years later at Mule Days 2015 
Lori and Jameson earned Champion in Green Western 
Pleasure with Reining Champion to follow this year. You 
can see Lori and Jameson riding the trails and practicing 
in our local arenas most weekends. As Lori shares, “I 
don’t care about winning. I just want to expose this mule 
to everything I can all the time.”

Lori is happy to see a resurgence of riding on the 
hill: I love seeing all the kids participating in Sean 
Martin’s Gymkhana and so many out riding on the 
trails again. Riding makes kids confident and I will 
support that in any way I can! And hey—they’re 
helping me now with Team Sorting and Penning!
Lori is well known for her contagious laugh and witty 

sense of humor and one always feels welcome at her 
place among her horses, mules, and chickens. Her horsey 
Halloween parties are good old-fashioned neighborhood 
fun and her outrageous costumes are hard to beat. She is 
excited to be celebrating a milestone birthday this year 

 

COURTESY: EDEN FIZULICH
Lori with Jameson and her mini horse Sugar (ridden by 
student Callie) at Lori's Horsey Halloween Party in October.

IMPRESSIVE HORSE PROPERTY 
IN PALOS VERDES



10 • PVPHA DISPATCH   JANUARY 2018PVPHA.ORG

CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES: 
Time to Freshen Things Up? Come see Karen! 
Karen Savich at the General Store washes all pads, 
blankets, dog and cat beds, leg wraps, polos, fly masks, 
bareback pads, day and fly sheets and much more! 
Stop in and see her or give her a call at 310-541-3688.

GO ONLINE: 
Buy/Sell/Lease Horses; Buy/Sell Tack; Rent/Find 
Stalls. 
Join the group on Facebook:   Horses+  Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, CA.

Two-line classified advertisements are free to 
PVPHA members. 

To submit an ad, email it to the editor at pvpha.
dispatch@gmail.com. 
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JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association, clip and mail this form to
 PVPHA
 PO Box 4153
 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

  Household membership $ 35.00

  Tax-deductible contribution 
  to Trail Protection Fund $

     Total:  $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″) $ 150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″) $ 75
Quarter Page (4″×5″) $ 35
Business Card (2½″×4″) $ 20
Classified - per line $ 2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please visit pvpha.org/store to pay 
or make checks payable to PVPHA 
and mail them to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email camera-ready ad copy to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha.dispatch@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to the 
address above. 

Any additional printing costs must 
be paid by the advertiser.

DEADLINE for the receipt of 
ads is the 20th of the month.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates and Policy

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President  310-422-1212
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership  310-377-7657
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs  310-378-9412
Lisa Correa, VP Education 310-938-0383
Michelle Nuttman, Treasurer  310-770-4468
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary  310-413-4679
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary 310-427-4378

INTERESTED IN WRITING  
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always looking 
for volunteer writers and  
photographers to help fill its 
next issue. Contact the editor 
at pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com 
for more information.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED?

Email the Dispatch editor at 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for 
help.



The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a publication 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horse-
men’s Association, a charitable non-
profit organization classified by the IRS 
as a publicly supported tax-exempt 
organization. Please direct all editorial  
correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274


