
September 8-11
Portuguese Bend Horse Show
Ernie Howlett Park - 8AM

September 9 
South Bay Gymkhana Series 
Finale
Empty Saddle Club - 9:30AM

September 21
PVPHA General Meeting with 
Speaker Ken Anderson
Empty Saddle Club - 7PM 
 
September 22
Ranch Sorting Jackpot 
w/ Lucille's BBQ
Empty Saddle Club - 5PM

September 23
Poker Ride
2 Empty Saddle Road - 
Starts from 8-10AM
RHE City Celebration
Ernie Howlett Park - 9AM

September 29 - October 1
Cowboy Days
Empty Saddle Club - Varies

October 14
Martin Chevrolet Presents: 
Battle for the Saddle
Empty Saddle Club - 12PM 
South Bay Gymkhana Series 
End of Season Party
Empty Saddle Club - 5PM

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Associa-
tion. To add an event, send the informa-
tion to pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com.
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NEXT PVPHA GENERAL MEETING: SEPTEMBER 21

September General Meeting 
with Speaker Ken Anderson
by Lisa Correa 
VP EDUCATION

Back by popular demand, dressage rider, instructor, judge, and train-
er Ken Anderson will be at the September General Meeting to talk about 
and provide a demonstration on lunging. Ever wonder what the correct 
way is to lunge a horse?  When should we lunge and for how long? Are 
there dangers or pitfalls to look out for? Ken will be doing a live demon-
stration of the proper way to exercise a horse on a lunge line with a Q&A 
to follow.

We hope to see you at the meeting on September 21st at 7PM at the 
Empty Saddle Club in Rolling Hills Estates.

As a reminder, the Empty Saddle Club requests that meeting attend- 
ees leave their dogs at home. X

 

COURTESY: DALE LOFGREN

New this year, the RHE City Celebration will feature a ranch sorting jack-
pot and BBQ at the ESC. Riders that compete in both the Friday night 
sorting and the Saturday trail class at Ernie Howlett Park will be eligible 
to win one of the first ever City Celebration All Around Buckles! 
For more information, rules, & Friday Night Dinner RSVP go to: 
www.mphequineproductions.com (Pictured above: Jenna Fitzpatrick)
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NEWS BRIEFS (CONTINUED)

NEWS BRIEFS

DISPATCH EDITOR CHANGE
Nicole Mooridian, our previous Dispatch Editor, 

has decided to move on to pursue bigger and better 
endeavors. We appreciate and admire her from the 

 

COURTESY: NANCY WILDMAN

Charlene O'Neil , Jan Spak, Erin Ryan, Lisa Correa, 
Nancy Wildman, Tiffany Chiu (L to R) at the August  
General Meeting and Ice Cream Social.

AUGUST ICE CREAM SOCIAL & MEETING 
Vanilla, chocolate, mint chocolate chip, cookies and 

cream, and mango, whipped cream, cherries, and Erin's 
homemade brownies - oh my! At the August General
Meeting, the 13 attendees gobbled up the melting ice 
cream along with an assortment of non-dairy options in-
cluding soy, coconut, sorbet, and even whipped topping! 

We then learned and practiced to tie new knots ranging 
from the bowline (one-handed to challenge ourselves for 
survival purposes) to 3-point knots like the bank robbers' 
knot and various quick release knots best used for tying 
horses. 

We hope to have a better turnout at next year's ice 
cream social and are discussing whether we should add 
other activities into the event or return to the original 
September schedule (when fewer people are away on va-
cation). If you have any ideas to help us increase partici-
pation please share them with us at pvpha.membership@
gmail.com. We hope to see you at the next meeting on 
September 21st! X

bottom of our hearts for overhauling the Dispatch 
and making it into the wonderful newsletter it is 
today. Many thanks for a job well done!



VOL. XXXI, ISSUE 5 PVPHA DISPATCH • 3PVPHA.ORG



4 • PVPHA DISPATCH   SEPTEMBER 2017PVPHA.ORG

To Donate:
1. Visit http://connect.uci.edu/Doreen-Houle-Memorial
2. Enter your gift amount.
3. Type in your personal & contact information. 
4. Under "Additional Options", select: "My Gift is in 

Memory or Honor of Someone," and enter your gift is 
in memory of Doreen Houle.

5. Notify Gil Houle of your donation. His address is: 2 
Wildhorse Lane, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274.

6. Click "Next Step".
7. Type in your billing information.
8. If all is correct, click "Submit" and you are finished!

If you are not comfortable donating online, you can 
contact Caroline Pereira (714-456-3573) or Tory Bernatz 
(714-456-3729) at UC Irvine Cancer Research to give your 
information over the phone. 

For information on Pancreatic Cancer please visit 
www.ucirvinehealth.org/medical-services/liver-pancre-
as/pancreas-cancer. X

The UC Irvine Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation securing 
support to help UC Irvine expand its growth as a leading research and teach-
ing institution and continue to invest in undergraduate scholarships, gradu-
ate fellowships and other academic support.

In Memory of Doreen Houle
by Gil Houle & Chantal Allyn  
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On August 1st, Doreen lost her battle with pancreatic 
cancer. She was a loving wife to Gil for 46 years, mother 
to Chantal (Hal), and grandmother to Jake, Kyle, and 
Cole. Doreen always gave sound advice to all who needed 
her expertise, had a ready smile and a witty comeback for 
everyone in the community, and wanted the best for all 
humans and animals alike.

Doreen was an artist who designed and executed the 
whole Enchanted Corral/western town themed area at 
Peter Weber Equestrian Center. Her vision of a family 
friendly stable will live on through everyone’s enjoyment 
of the petting corral and horseback riding facilities. Her 
joy in the care and love for horses will live on through all 
the people who share in her passion.

Stricken by this terrible disease at only 64, she wanted 
to make a positive impact on the lives of others. In light 
of this, she felt the best way to give back was to contribute 
to Pancreatic Cancer Research. We have set up the a web 
page to accept donations in Doreen’s memory. Any con-
tribution you make is greatly appreciated. We will be hav-
ing a reception to celebrate Doreen's life, with the date to 
follow. 

 

COURTESY: GIL HOULEGil and Doreen in front of the Enchanted Corral at Peter Weber Equestrian Center. 
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weekly for their next two events – Empty Saddle Club’s 
Cowboy Days and the RHE City Celebration in Septem-
ber. 

Danielle is an inspiration to us all not to let life’s adver-
sities get in the way of our dreams and to be grateful  to 
live in this magical horse loving community! None of this 
would be possible without all the riders, trainers, horse 
enthusiasts, city officials, volunteers, and dedicated fami-
lies both here today and in years past. We are so grateful 
to everyone in the community who preserves our trails 
and dedicate their time and resources to keeping this 
wonderful way of life going for generations to come! X

SPOTLIGHT: Danielle Fizulich 
The Next Generation of Riders
by Eden Fizulich
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

At only age seven, Danielle Fizulich is one of the  
Peninsula’s next generation of riders and is already show-
ing us how to overcome obstacles and embrace this won-
derful town and everything its horse-loving people has to 
offer.

Danielle started riding at age five with trainer Laura 
Hannink of the Portuguese Bend Riding Club. Right off 
the bat, she was preparing for her first PEC show on her 
Appaloosa barn pony named Sissy. In March of this year 
– just four days after her very first show – Danielle was 
rushed into the ICU and diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes. 

Once back at home, she quickly adapted to a very dif-
ferent way of life. Danielle got right back in the saddle, 
facing her “new normal” with courage and determination. 
Her bond with Sissy and Laura grew stronger and her de-
sire to ride only increased. She attended Sean Martin’s 
monthly South Bay Gymkhana Series and was inspired 
by the camaraderie, horsemanship, and family fun the 
events offer. In particular, Kelly Yates has worked her 
magic behind the scenes to connect Danielle and her fam-
ily to the right horses and people, making sure the new 
generation of riders is brought along with care.

As summer hit, Danielle branched out into the western 
world of Palos Verdes. She began working with local horse 
and mule cowgirl, Lori Barnett, and her Palomino, Rio, 
who put out the welcome mat and showed Danielle the 
ropes. Once she acquired the appropriate attire – some 
pink cowboy boots from the General Store – she and Rio 
joined the Palos Verdes Junior Drill Team. The entire 
team, led with generosity of time and spirit by Chris and 
Erin Wolf, have been extraordinary mentors and friends 
to their youngest new member. They have not only taken 
the time to learn about her diabetes, but always keep an 
eye out for her both inside the arena and out on the trails 
where they frequently ride as a group. 

Danielle’s courage in the face of an obstacle, passion 
for riding and commitment to learning has paid off with 
two Reserve Champion ribbons at PEC events this year 
alone. She is training hard for the final August show and 
is very excited to be debuting in the Portuguese Bend 
National Horse Show in September. She also rode in the 
Drill Team’s Fourth of July show put on at Dapplegray 
Lanes (viewable on the PV Drill Team Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/PVPJDT/) and the team is practicing 

 

COURTESY:  ANNIE MACALLER

Danielle riding Sissy at the PEC Show on May 22.
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June Tricks 
Meeting
by Nancy Brands Ward 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

At our June meeting, PVPHA members and friends 
were treated to an exciting demonstration of horse tricks 
by Manny Delgado, Sean Martin, and Kelly Yates.

Sean Martin showed attendees how he’d taught his 
17-year-old running quarter horse, Hobby, to move over 
to make it easy to mount. Tap the horse on the hip, Sean 
showed, then release the pressure as soon as the horse 
starts to move into the pressure. Usually, a horse wants 
to move away from pressure, but with this technique, 
you reward the horse by releasing the pressure as soon 
he makes the slightest movement in the desired direction 
toward the pressure. Sometimes it’s helpful to point the 
horse’s face to the fence during this training, so he cannot 
move forward. The technique is to tap and release, over 
and over until the horse moves in the desired direction 
with a single tap or the command “Over.”

Kelly Yates used the opposite technique for teaching 
her 19-year-old quarter horse, Quincy, to “load up,” or 
move to a mounting block and stand still while the rider 
mounts. She taught him to move away from the pressure 
of a long whip or Parelli stick, tapping and releasing over 
and over again. Now she only needs to say, “load up,” and 
Quincy knows what to do. 

Pointing a horse’s head at a fence is one way to teach 
a horse to side pass, said Manny Delgado, who demon-
strated that and many more movements and tricks on his 
10-year-old quarter horse, Chameleon. 

All three PVPHA members showed the attendees how 
they’d taught their horses to lie down, a maneuver that 
all advised we not try without professional help. as it puts 
the horse in a vulnerable position. Kelly initially taught 
Quincy to lie down so she could get a boot on him when 
he was injured. The trust engendered during this maneu-
ver, Kelly said, “has brought me very close to my horse.”

Kelly also taught Quincy to pick up his front legs one 
after another, starting by tapping him on the elbow, then 
moving on to hand signals. For fun, Kelly easily taught 
Quincy – who likes to use his muzzle a lot – to give her a 
kiss. 

If you are interested in learning how to teach your 
horse these and other tricks, many books and online 
instructionals are available to help you. The website  
HorseTricks101.com offers a step-by-step online training 
program called the Horse Tricks Academy for $97. X

 

COURTESY: TIFFANY CHIU

Kelly Yates (top), Manny Delgado (middle), and Sean 
Martin (bottom) demonstrating lying down and lying 
down without dismounting.

 

COURTESY: NANCY BRANDS WARD

 

COURTESY: NANCY BRANDS WARD
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worst with a wash out that was 6’ deep, 3’ wide, and 25 
yards long.  

The Rolling Hills Community Association values the 
trail system as one of the most unique and prized features 
of the community and has committed almost as much 
money to the trail repairs this year as they pay to pave 
the roads for a single year. While it took a few months 
to come up with a plan and approve funding, the RHCA 
was able to repair almost all of the trails, with the final 
repair to Lower Si’s trail being re-opened the first week 
of August.

As a result of planning and hard work, the trails are in 
the best shape they have ever been. New and improved 
drains were installed in several places as well as a new 
crossing on Lower Si’s trail. We believe we are ready for 
the rain this winter and are hopeful that they will hold up 
for the next 25 years and beyond.

Thanks to all of the riders and hikers for your patience 
while we made these repairs and for respecting the closed 
trail barriers while we had tractors running in the area. 
We really appreciate it! X

RH Trails – Back in the Saddle
by Kristen Raig  
MANAGER AT RHCA & CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The bridle trails in Rolling Hills (behind the gates) took 
a beating last winter. The rains washed out trails, caused 
slopes to fail, rockslides, and trees to fall, making many 
trails impassable. Just about every trail in the city had a 
problem of some kind. 

Over the last 10 years, the trails had been greatly im-
proved and we thought they were “weather proof”.  Water 
bars (dirt speed bumps) were installed to divert water off 
the trails into the creeks and canyons and asphalt grind-
ings and road base were blended into the adobe soil to 
prevent the shoe-pulling mud. 

While we thought we were prepared, Mother Nature 
showed us otherwise. After a wet winter and a couple of 
torrential downpours that overwhelmed our drains and 
water diverting devices, we experienced damage and 
washouts not seen since 1995.  Some trails were blocked 
or washed out so badly, we had to use a drone to see the 
extent of the damage. Lower Si’s trail was affected the 

 

COURTESY: K. CROFT
Before (left) and after (right) photos of the wash out and new drainage tubes on Si's Trail.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR LEASE: 
Dressage horse for lease 3 days/
week - $250. Good trail rider. 
English or Western. 16-years-
old from Germany (Oldenburg). 
Easy disposition, good health.
Resides in Westfield. Easy ac-
cess to trails behind the gates 
and elsewhere. 
If interested, contact Dee Keese 
at swimdude64@earthlink.net
or 310-377-9773.

GO ONLINE: 
Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/
Sell Tack; Rent/Find a Stall. 
On Facebook, join:   Horses+  
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA.

Two-line classified advertise-
ments are free to PVPHA mem-
bers. 

To submit an ad, email it to the 
editor at pvpha.membership@
gmail.com. 
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JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association, clip and mail this form to
 PVPHA
 PO Box 4153
 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

  Household membership $ 35.00

  Tax-deductible contribution 
  to Trail Protection Fund $

     Total:  $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″) $ 150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″) $ 75
Quarter Page (4″×5″) $ 35
Business Card (2½″×4″) $ 20
Classified - per line $ 2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please make checks payable to  
PVPHA and mail them to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email camera-ready ad copy to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha.member-
ship@gmail.com or snail-mail it to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Any additional printing costs must 
be paid by the advertiser.

DEADLINE for the receipt of 
ads is the 20th of the month.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates and Policy

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President  310-548-3663
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership  310-377-7657
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs  310-378-9412
Lisa Correa, VP Education 310-938-0383
Michelle Nuttman, Treasurer  310-770-4468
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary  310-413-4679
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary 310-427-4378

INTERESTED IN WRITING  
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always look-
ing for volunteer writers and  
photographers to help fill its 
next issue. Contact the editor at 
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for 
more information.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED?

Email the Dispatch editor at  
pvpha.dispatch@gmail.com for 
help.



The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a publication 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horse-
men’s Association, a charitable non-
profit organization classified by the IRS 
as a publicly supported tax-exempt 
organization. Please direct all editorial  
correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274


