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NEXT PVPHA GENERAL MEETING: APRIL 20

COMMUNITY April meeting to feature
CALENDAR therapeutic riding programs
April 1

General Store yard sale
Page 9
Rolling Hills General Store
April 20

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
April 23

Peninsula Equestrian Circuit
horse show
https://is.gd/25fkKa
Ernie Howlett Park
April 29

South Bay Gymkhana Series:
Annamay Classic
southbaygymkhanaseries.com
Empty Saddle Club
April 29

Ride to Fly Country Carnival
Empty Saddle Club
May 7

Los Serranos Award Circuit
horse show
lsachorseshows.com
Ernie Howlett Park

by TIFFANY CHIU
VICE PRESIDENT OF EDUCATION
Want to know more about special needs and therapeutic riding in the South
Bay? Come learn about Ride to Fly’s special needs program for children and
Dream Catcher of L.A.’s Therapeutic Riding Center’s programs like Horses for
Forces at the April 20 general meeting of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association.
Learn how leaders, instructors and volunteers work together so special
needs riders can experience horse-assisted therapy. Leaders and instructors
help coordinate lessons and public outreach through events like the upcoming
South Bay Gymkhana Series’ Annamay Classic and associated Country Carnival for Ride to Fly. Volunteers groom and tack up, as well as lead horses and
side-walk with riders. Get to know what exactly these programs do and what
they have to offer our horse loving community! A question-and-answer section will follow.
The meeting will be held at the Empty Saddle Club at 7 p.m. The Empty
Saddle Club requests that attendees of PVPHA activities remain within the
clubhouse and parking lot areas and leave dogs and other pets at home. /

May 13

South Bay Gymkhana Series:
Annamay Classic
southbaygymkhanaseries.com
Empty Saddle Club

Events listed here are not necessarily
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s
Association. To add an event, send the
information to pvpha2010@gmail.com.
RIDE TO FLY
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NEWS BRIEFS
Rolling Hills reviewing trail
badge policy
The Rolling Hills Community Association Board is reviewing its trail
badge policy, as it does every five to
seven years.
During the review period, no new
trail badges will be issued; however,
the expiration date for current badges has been extended 60 days, from
March 31 to May 31.
Help the Dispatch
Do you have a horse care tip? Did
you take home a ribbon at your last
show? Got a great recipe for horse
treats? Want to express an opinion
on an equestrian issue? Have a clinic
to put on the calendar? Take a great
photo of your pony?
The Dispatch desperately needs
content to fill its issues, so anything
and everything is very much appreciated. Send your stories, photos, events, news briefs and more to
pvpha2010@gmail.com, and they
may be included in a future issue. /

CORRECTION
The article “‘The Perfect
Horse’ is a perfect read” in
the February 2017 edition of
the Dispatch misspelled the
writer’s last name and neglected to include the publication’s
website address. The writer is
Sharon Jantzen, and the website
is slohorsenews.net.
If you wish to purchase the
book on Amazon and support
SLO Horse News, visit amzn.
to/2jerdl7. SLO Horse News
will receive a commission on
each book purchased through
that link.
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Claire Litchfield receives Youth Achievement Award
by MELODY COLBERT
CORRESPONDING
SECRETARY
The Palos Verdes Peninsula
Horsemen’s Association recognized Claire Litchfield
with its Youth Achievement
Award during the PVPHA
general meeting on Feb. 16.
Claire got her first horse a
few years ago as a novice rider.
His name is Monkey, a Bureau
of Land Management survivor with a few issues. Luckily,
Claire and Monkey had a pretty amazing bond from the beginning, because it took a lot
of commitment and patience
to bring her horse to where he is today. Together, they now tackle trails,
perform as part of the Junior Drill
Team and compete in the South Bay
Gymkhana Series!
Meanwhile, Claire has consistently
shown her dedication to the equestrian community, especially to young-

to class instructor Kelly Yates.
Claire has also been very involved with the Junior Drill
Team, whether it’s helping to
design the routines or leading
the weekly practice sessions.
Claire also contributes to
the greater community in ways
which have nothing to do with
her love of horses: as a volunteer with the local chapter of
the National Charity League
she devotes her time to the
Willenberg Special Education
program helping the participants achieve independent livNICOLE MOORADIAN
ing. This is the work that makes
Claire the most proud.
er, less advanced riders with whom
Perhaps being the oldest of
she is generous with her time. She four girls in her family has taught
shares with them the knowledge and Claire to take on responsibilities that
skills she has accumulated in her own others might shy away from, but she
horsemanship journey.
is a “natural” when it comes to makClaire is a set of indispensable ing others feel welcome and worthy
“eyes and ears” with the Friday Night of her time and attention, and those
horsemanship classes every summer are rare qualities indeed! /
in the Dapplegray arena, according
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COUNTRY CARNIVAL,
ANNAMAY CLASSIC
SET FOR APRIL 29

by GAIL GROVE
SPECIAL TO THE DISPATCH
Plan on dropping by the Empty
Saddle Club on April 29 to attend
Ride to Fly’s 12th annual fundraiser
and to watch the Annamay Classic
Gymkhana.
The gymkhana begins around 9
a.m. Just when you’re getting hungry for hamburgers and street tacos,
the Country Carnival opens at 11 a.m.
with lots of delicious food to eat and
activities in which to participate.
Everyone attending will be able
to watch competitive barrel racing
events all day. Of special interest to
children will be favorite carnival activities, such as pony rides, a petting
zoo, face painting, decorating real
horseshoes, a balloon lady and children’s games.
Adults can try their luck on winning a raffle and bidding on amazing
silent auction items. Continuous live
country music will be provided by the
Jay Hollister Band so you can line
dance the day away. /

RIP, Heinz Naef
HEINZ NAEF
He was a giant in many ways
Not just stature but brains, tenacity,
Creativity, generosity, warmth
He was a visionary
An entrepreneur
A mentor
A great Dad and Husband
Who worked and played
Big
His smile and infectious laugh
Breathed fresh air
Into a room
This Hero to many
Will not be forgotten
—Charlene O’Neil

SEAN MARTIN

Heinz Naef, father of Annamay Naef, died in February.
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NICOLE MOORADIAN

The Annamay Naef Memorial Gymkhana began in 2012
after the death of Annamay Naef in October 2011. She is
shown here with her horse, Hobby, competing in the hurryscurry race at the 2011 Cowboy Days gymkhana.
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RHCA

Damage to Purple Canyon trail

Rolling Hills trail update
Winter storms wreak havoc in Rolling Hills,
force closure of trail system.
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
DISPATCH EDITOR
Many trails in Rolling Hills suffered significant damage during the
winter rainstorms and will remain
closed until repairs are completed,
according to Rolling Hills Community Association manager Kristen Raig.
Several drains were overwhelmed
or completely failed, creating deep
ruts that make the trails unsafe for
equestrians, horses and hikers.
An assessment performed in
March by Raig, the president of the
Caballeros, the RHCA maintenance
supervisor, and the contractor who

helps maintain the trails found that
Lower Si’s trail, Blackwater Canyon,
Sleepy Hollow, Purple Canyon and
Willow Springs were the hardest hit.
Lower Si’s trail suffered a 3-foot
wide, 6-foot deep washout that extends for more than 100 yards down
the trail. Upper Si’s had smaller
washouts (2- to 3-feet deep and wide)
along the trail. It is also blocked by a
fallen tree.
The Blackwater Canyon drain
failed and needs to be replaced. The
trail is blocked by a slope failure.
A creek ran down the middle of
Sleepy Hollow trail, which also suffered deep ruts.

Purple Canyon was blocked by
a fallen tree and sustained a 4-foot
deep washout where it intersects with
Dizzy trail.
Willow Springs trail was blocked
by a slope failure. Additionally, a portion of the trail was undermined and
not safe to cross.
The rest of the trails are blocked by
trees, large rocks and washouts that
can be fixed fairly quickly. Additionally, the trails must be mowed.
The RHCA Board has approved
bringing in a contractor to perform
most of the repairs. They hope to
have everything but Si’s trail open by
the end of April. /
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HELP WANTED
Ride to Fly is looking for
a mature person to be our
Volunteer Chairperson.
This is a volunteer position and
the person must have a good
knowledge of Excel and be able
to work with Google Docs.
If interested, please call
Gail Grove at 310-370-9498.

Lower Si’s trail

Blackwater Canyon trail

RHCA

RHCA
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Thank you, Bruce Harnishfeger,
for Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival
Festival celebrated its
20th year in January.
by KATHY STOWE
SPECIAL TO THE DISPATCH
Note: This letter has been edited for style and clarity.
I just want to say thank you to coordinator and MC,
Bruce Harnishfeger, for the fun practices and the great
show YOU/we put on for this year’s “Birthday Party” for
Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association Cowboy
Poetry and Music Festival’s 20th anniversary.
Thanks also to everyone who participated. It was such
an honor for me to again be included! We had another full
house attendance, and folks have told me how much fun
they had. Heck, I was getting a few laughs in the chili line,
singing a sample line from a possible Kathy song, “I want
a Palomino for Christmas.”
Lo and behold, Jan Spak called me right out of the blue
the next day with an offer of a Palomino! Talk about “ask
and you shall receive” being alive and well in this town!
I would surely miss interacting with Carla Routt’s two
beautiful Palominos, if I went for that deal. I Should ‘a
been more specific and sang “I want a palomino with a
trust fund,” then, no problem—I could have all of ‘em. Ha!
Yup—great food, music and poetry, and a cowboy
birthday cake to boot. The only thing better than that is a
moonlight ride!
A big congrats to hoofer Charlene O’Neil for winning
the first place award for her vegetarian chili! That cookoff really adds to the fun. Even my hubby, Mike, was happy later at home when I surprised him with a check for the
second place prize for his chunky beef and chorizo chili.
In the picture, Bruce and I are opening the show with
Bruce’s “Music & Cowboy Poetry” song. Heck, I think we
need to have a Happy Hoofer Chorale, so don’t be shy,
girls—let me know and come sing with me! We’ll see what
fun we can strum up for next year.
Happy Trails, everyone, and stay dry! /

STEVEN CRAMER

So Long, Serena

Written for Susan Wilippo by Kathy Stowe
I once rode a chestnut Arabian mare
She belonged to a good friend named Sue
We rode with the Drill Team and over the canyons
On trails that led us to the ocean so blue
Serena was a beauty, so sweet and sublime
She could run fast and stop on a dime
Sue was her mama and they never had drama
Just a lasting connection for the rest of all time
So long Serena, I know that I’ll see ya
When I must cross over that rainbow bridge too
You’re with Dawn and Kasha, Kabuki and Sadja
Ol’ Rascal will lead me on over to you
So long Serena, your pastures are greener
But WE miss you so much, down here in PV
May your days be spent grazing and running and playing
Just kickin’ your heels up for Susan and Me
Thank you George Bradbury, for giving Serena to Susan
Thank you Susan, for the fun we shared with Serena
Long may you run, little sweet darlin’ Serena!
Love, Kathy
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CLASSIFIED
GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell
Tack; Rent/Find a Stall. List your ad (including
pictures and unlimited words) FREE at
www.pvhorses.proboards.com.
Two-line classified ads are free to PVPHA
members. To submit an ad, email it to the editor at
pvpha2010@gmail.com.
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TRACIE HALL / FLICKR

Flowers at the South Coast Botanic Gardens

looking for a new place to hang your hat?

or how about a place for your pony to
roam or a new home to call your own?
From equestrian property, beach city homes
and condos to everything in between, no one
knows South Bay real estate like Charlene.
She’s a member of the Remax Hall of Fame
and has the experience and • Free Home
marketing savvy to sell your Valuation
home quickly. As a matter of • Staging
fact, homes listed by Charlene • adVertiSing
• Financing
sell on an average of 28 days.
If you are looking to sell, contact her for your
complimentary home valuation.
“Charlene helped us buy 2 wonderful homes and sell 3 properties.
She takes the time to learn about her clients and really knows PV
and the surrounding areas. Because of her knowledge, professionalism and boundless energy, we would recommend Charlene to
anyone looking to buy or sell their home.”—Jack & Anne Smith
Rolling Hills

CalBre#00787823

www.pvcountry.com

310.422.1212
charlene@pvcounty.com

O’Neil

Charlene O’Neil Properties
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JOIN THE PVPHA

INTERESTED IN WRITING
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s
Association, clip and mail this form to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274
Name:

The Dispatch is always looking
for volunteer writers and
photographers to help fill its
next issue. Contact the editor
at pvpha2010@gmail.com for
more information.

Dispatch
Advertising
Rates
and Policy

Address:
City:
State:			

ZIP:

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)
Quarter Page (4″×5″)
Business Card (2½″×4″)
Classified - per line

E-mail:
Phone No.:
 This is a membership renewal.
Please indicate how much you would like to donate;
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:
		

Household membership

		
		

Tax-deductible contribution
to Trail Protection Fund
$

					Total:

$

35.00

Two-line classified ads are free to
members.
SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in
advance, and the 12th month is free!
Please make checks payable to
PVPHA and mail them to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274
Email camera-ready ad copy to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

$

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs
Tiffany Chiu, VP Education
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary

$ 150
$ 75
$ 35
$ 20
$
2

310-422-1212
310-729-3266
310-418-4583
310-378-9412
310-621-4247
310-770-4468
310-413-4679
310-427-4378

Any additional printing costs must
be paid by the advertiser.
DEADLINE for the receipt of
ads is the 20th of the month.
NEED AN AD DESIGNED?
Nicole Mooradian can help. For
rates, email her at
nicole@nicolemooradian.com.

The
PVPHA
“Dispatch”
is
a publication of the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s
Association, a charitable nonprofit
organization classified by the IRS
as a publicly supported tax-exempt
organization. Please direct all
editorial correspondence to:
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA
90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

