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DISPATCH
March 11
South Bay Gymkhana Series: 
Into the Jungle
southbaygymkhanaseries.com
Empty Saddle Club
March 16
PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
March 26
Peninsula Equestrian Circuit 
Hunter Jumper Show
bit.ly/2m72gWn
Ernie Howlett Park
April 29
South Bay Gymkhana Series: 
Annamay Classic
southbaygymkhanaseries.com
Empty Saddle Club

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association. To add an event, send the 
information to pvpha2010@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

NEXT PVPHA GENERAL MEETING: MARCH 16

February meeting features  
author Elizabeth Letts
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
DISPATCH EDITOR

Attendees of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association general 
meeting on Feb. 16 at the Empty Saddle Club had the opportunity to meet 
bestselling author Elizabeth Letts, learn about her latest book and even get 
her book signed.   

Letts is the award-winning author of four books, including No. 1 New York 
Times bestseller The Eighty-Dollar Champion: Snowman, the Horse that 
Inspired a Nation—the basis for the feature film Harry and Snowman, which 
is now available on Netflix. 

Her fifth and book, The Perfect Horse: The Daring U.S. Mission to Rescue 
the Priceless Stallions Kidnapped by the Nazis, tells the story of the dramatic 
rescue of the captured Lipizzan and Arabian horses at the end of World War II. 
It reached No. 7 on the New York Times’ bestseller list in 2016. (For a review 
of her latest book, see Page 4.)

Letts grew up horse-crazy on the Palos Verdes Peninsula, and she took her 
first riding lesson at Palos Verdes Stables at the age of 7. She was a member 
of the Rolling Hills Pony Club and trained with Rob Gage. She attended 

Miraleste High School and 
Yale University. 

In 1977, she was runner-
up USCTA (now USEA) 
California Horse and 
Rider of the Year and 
represented Area VI in the 
North American Junior 
Three-Day Championships 
in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Letts is married and has 
four children. She lives in 
Rolling Hills. 

Check back next month 
for a complete article about 
Letts’ visit. /

TED CATANZARO / ELIZABETHLETTS.COM

Author Elizabeth Letts.

http://southbaygymkhanaseries.com
http://bit.ly/2m72gWn
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Dale Allen receives plaque on Rolling Hills 
Estates ‘Wall of Recognition’

Dale Allen, a past president of the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Horsemen’s Association, was honored Feb. 14 
with a bronze plaque on the city of Rolling Hills Estates 
City Hall Wall of Recognition.

According to RHE Community Services Director Andy 
Clark, the RHE City Council had previously voted to give 
Allen the honor. 

Rolling Hills trails closed due to rain
Due to heavy rains in January, the trails in the city of 

Rolling Hills are closed until further notice, according to 
Kristen Raig, the manager of the Rolling Hills Commu-
nity Association.

“In addition to very slippery conditions, washouts and 
downed trees, a few trails are completely blocked by slope 
failures,” she said in an email. “For everyone’s safety, the 
trails need to be completely closed until things dry out 
and the RHCA can completely assess all trails.”

The PVPHA will email members when it receives word 
that the trails have reopened.

Attend PVPLC quarterly meetings
Members of the public from across the Palos Verdes 

Peninsula are invited to attend quarterly public forums 
related to the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy 
Nature Preserve in Rancho Palos Verdes.

During these meetings, information about preserve 
projects and activities is shared with attendees, according 

NEWS BRIEFS

COURTESY CITY OF ROLLING HILLS ESTATES

Rolling Hills Estates Mayor Frank Zerunyan, Rosemary Allen 
and past PVPHA president Dale Allen at the plaque dedica-
tion ceremony on Feb. 14, 2017.
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NEWS BRIEFS

From equestrian property, beach city homes 
and condos to everything in between, no one 
knows South Bay real estate like Charlene. 
She’s a member of the Remax Hall of Fame 
and has the experience and 
marketing savvy to sell your 
home quickly.  As a matter of 
fact, homes listed by Charlene 
sell on an average of 28 days.  
If you are looking to sell, contact her for your 
complimentary home valuation.

“Charlene helped us buy 2 wonderful homes and sell 3 properties.  
She takes the time to learn about her clients and really knows PV 
and the surrounding areas. Because of her knowledge, profession-
alism and boundless energy, we would recommend Charlene to 
anyone looking to buy or sell their home.” 

•  Free Home  
Valuation

• Staging

• adVertiSing

• Financing 

www.pvcountry.com      charlene@pvcounty.com 
’NeilO
Charlene O’Neil Properties

310.422.1212

or how about a place for your pony to 
roam or a new home to call your own?

CalBre#00787823

looking for a new place to hang your hat?

—Jack & Anne Smith 
Rolling Hills

to RPV Open Space Manager Katie Lozano. Staff also so-
licit publics input and feedback on preserve projects and 
activities during these forums.

Upcoming meetings are scheduled for April 19, June 
28 and Nov. 15 of this year. Visit trails.rpvca.gov for ad-
ditional information.

Sunnyside Ridge Trail completed
Construction is nearing completion on the Sunnyside 

Ridge Trail project in Rancho Palos Verdes, according to 
the latest emails from the city of Rancho Palos Verdes.

Most recently, crews installed wrought-iron fencing 
at the back of the property between the trail segment in 
the canyon and the property above, according to an email 
from RPV senior administrative analyst Lauren Ra-
mezani. The fence was then painted to match the existing 
surrounding fence. (See photos at right.)

Final repairs, replacements and adjustments are still 
being reviewed, Ramezani said. 

Construction began on the trail in mid-April 2016. Trail 
improvements are being funded by a $300,000 grant is-
sued to RPV in 2014.  /

CITY OF RANCHO PALOS VERDES
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by SHARON JANZEN
SLO HORSE NEWS

“War is hell!” was a frequent statement made by my 
father, a roaring twenties baby who narrowly missed ac-
tion in World War II as a Naval enlistee. World War II, 
one of the most catastrophic wars in history, is the setting 
for Elizabeth Letts’ novel The Perfect Horse: The Daring 

U.S. Mission to Rescue the Priceless Stallions Kidnapped 
by the Nazis.

Crafting the back stories
The novel opens with the telling of the back stories of 

key players in the story, whose decisions and bravery—
often in the heat of the moment—would impact the 
future of many prized horses. All, as you might expect, 
had an appreciation for horses, either through riding or 
profession. None knew the crafting of their back story 
would be used so poignantly in the coming events.

Two world-stage events, the 1936 Olympics, followed 
by the Americans entering WWII on December 7, 1941, 
bring several of the key players together on both fronts. 
The Perfect Horse is what the Third Reich set out to de-
velop in the opening years of WWII, as they conquered 
the hillsides of Europe. Their warpath led to capturing 
prized breeding stock, among them Poland’s Arabians 
and Austria’s Lipizzans.

As WWII ravaged humankind and animals alike, the 
safety, housing and feed supply of these prized horses 
became more and more perilous. Letts scoured research 
sources and contacted many real people to get the best 
firsthand account of events and decisions impacting this 
often-overlooked piece of one of the World’s most devas-
tating wars. Details of these events and decisions—which 
eventually turned the tide for the majority of the prized 
Polish Arabians and white Lipizzans—can now be found 
in this one book.

Ride along with each of the key players
Letts writes with such clarity of detail that you, as the 

reader, can sense the danger, cry for the senseless loss, 
have your heart stop with in-the-moment decisions, and 
cheer for the victory; it’s almost as if you were standing 
or riding right alongside each of the book’s key players. 
I believe it would be impossible for any horse lover—or 
person for that matter—to read this book and not have 
a deep appreciation for the men and women who played 

‘The Perfect Horse’  
is a perfect read

This article originally appeared on SLO Horse News on Dec. 13, 2016. It has been lightly edited for style.

http://www.slohorsenews.net/perfect-horse-book-review/
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a role in saving something so beautiful at a time of such 
deep ugliness.

Now, we, as equestrians, must be the keepers of all 
the beautiful horses, as our equine friends become less 
connected to and understood by the general public and 
whose role in the military is now mostly ceremonial. We 
must be sure we are doing our part to educate and involve 
the public, to pass on our horse knowledge and stir an ap-
preciation for horses in the generations behind us.

The Perfect Horse
The Perfect Horse is the perfect read for anyone who 

loves horses and knows the value they bring to human-
kind. Elizabeth Letts sums up the value and the vision 
perfectly, as she writes:

“Still as Podhajsky gave his beloved mount the 
signal to enter the ring, he knew that what made 
his horse magnificent was not the splendor of 
his surrounding but the deep beauty of his spirit. 
Most people in the audience would never know 
anything about these horses or the hardships 
they had suffered, but instinctively, they would 
understand that this performance was a 
manifestation of humanity’s attraction to the 
most exalted principles: beauty and harmony, 
peace and mutual understanding. Each of 
these qualities seemed to have been lost in the 

struggle, chaos, and overwhelming sadness of 
the war. Podhajsky believed that these horses 
could help people, just for a moment, tap into 
the sublime. No matter that Africa had never 
performed alone, nor that these were unfamiliar 
surroundings. When a man communicates with 
a horse, he speaks the language of love, and in 
this manner, he speaks to all of humankind.”

The Perfect Horse is published by Ballantine Books. If 
you are looking for a read that will both stir the soul and 
enlighten the mind, follow the above link and pick up a 
copy of this incredible tale today! /

“Letts writes with such clarity of detail that you, as the reader, 
can sense the danger, cry for the senseless loss, have your heart 
stop with in-the-moment decisions, and cheer for the victory...”
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C E L E B R A T I N G

20 YEARS
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by CHARLENE O’NEIL
PRESIDENT

Jan. 28 marked the Cowboy Poetry 
and Music Festival’s 20th anniver-
sary. The audience was in overflow 
mode with more than a 100 people!  

This annual event celebrates a 
community that cherishes our unique 
lifestyle, our equines and the Para-
dise in which we live.  

In 1997, Pam Turner, then the vice 
president of education for the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Asso-
ciation, decided the January general 
meeting needed some spark. And so, 

in January 1998, the Cowboy Poetry 
and Music Festival at the Empty Sad-
dle Club was born. 

“I think we only had about 20 peo-
ple our first year,” Turner said.

At the first festival, Turner, her 
husband, Randy, and the rest of her 
musical family  entertained the au-
dience with cowboy campfire music 
from the ’30s, ’40s and ’50s. They 
called themselves the New Wester-
naires. Local talent read humorous 
and inspiring poems.  

Dinner became part of the evening 
about 12 years ago with free home-
made chili and cornbread for all, and 

two years ago, a chili cook off was in-
troduced for a little more excitement. 

As years wore on, participating mu-
sical groups included the California 
Cowboy Band, the Cross Town Cow-
boys, Steve Deming on harmonica 
with Buddy Mercer on guitar, Kathy 
Stowe, and Bruce Harnishfeger.

Pam and Randy Turner retired to 
the Las Vegas area in 2015, and Bruce 
Harnishfeger took over the reins with 
his very capable hands. Neverthe-
less, the Turners returned this year to 
celebrate two decades of cowboy po-
etry and music—and hopefully many 
more festivals to come! / 

2017 Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival  
attracts old favorites, new performers

Top: Steve Deming on harmonica accompanies Buddy Mercer on the guitar. Photo by Nicole Mooradian.

At left: Performers and audience members alike enjoy the festival. Photos by Dale Lofgren.
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CHILI COOK 
OFF WINNERS
 

Congratulations to the win-
ners of the second annual Chili 
Cook off at the Cowboy Poetry 
and Music Festival! 

First Place: Charlene O’Neil
Second Place: Mike Stowe 
and Simone Perez
Third Place: Claudia Gomez

Please join us in thanking 
judges Steve Roberts, the own-
er and executive chef of Hop-
saint Restaurant and Brewery in 
Torrance, and Jenny Good for 
their time and taste buds!

Photo at left: Pam Turner and her hus-
band, Randy Turner, perform “You Are 
My Sunshine” at the 20th annual Cow-
boy Poetry and Music Festival. Photo 
by Nicole Mooradian.
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CLASSIFIED

GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell 
Tack; Rent/Find a Stall. List your ad (including 
pictures and unlimited words) FREE at  
www.pvhorses.proboards.com.

Two-line classified ads are free to PVPHA  
members. To submit an ad, email it to the editor at 
pvpha2010@gmail.com.
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JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s  
Association, clip and mail this form to
 PVPHA
 PO Box 4153
 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

  Household membership $ 35.00

  Tax-deductible contribution 
  to Trail Protection Fund $

     Total:  $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″) $ 150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″) $ 75
Quarter Page (4″×5″) $ 35
Business Card (2½″×4″) $ 20
Classified - per line $ 2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please make checks payable to  
PVPHA and mail them to

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email camera-ready ad copy to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Any additional printing costs must 
be paid by the advertiser.

DEADLINE for the receipt of 
ads is the 20th of the month.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates  
and Policy

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President  310-422-1212
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership  310-729-3266
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs 310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs  310-378-9412
Tiffany Chiu, VP Education 310-621-4247
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer  310-770-4468
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary  310-413-4679
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary 310-427-4378

INTERESTED IN WRITING  
OR PHOTOGRAPHY?

The Dispatch is always looking 
for volunteer writers and  
photographers to help fill its 
next issue. Contact the editor 
at pvpha2010@gmail.com for 
more information.

NEED AN AD DESIGNED? 

Nicole Mooradian can help. For 
rates, email her at 
nicole@nicolemooradian.com.



The PVPHA “Dispatch” is 
a publication of the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s 
Association, a charitable nonprofit 
organization classified by the IRS 
as a publicly supported tax-exempt 
organization. Please direct all 
editorial correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 
90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274


