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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
July 17

LSAC Horse Show
Ernie Howlett Park
July 19

Special RHE Equestrian
Committee meeting
Rolling Hills Estates City Hall
July 21

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
July 31

South Bay Gymkhana Series
Empty Saddle Club
Aug. 7

LSAC Horse Show
Ernie Howlett Park
Aug. 14

South Bay Gymkhana Series
Empty Saddle Club
Aug. 21

PEC horse show
Ernie Howlett Park
Sept. 9–11

Portuguese Bend Horse Show
Ernie Howlett Park
Sept. 15

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
Sept. 17

RHE City Celebration
See Page 9
Ernie Howlett Park

Events listed here are not necessarily
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s
Association. To add an event, send the
information to pvpha2010@gmail.com.

courtesy Nancy Wildman

Visit the V6 Ranch: Sharon Yarber races through a gate on one of the V6 Ranch
horses during a recent trip. The final day of the trip included a gymkhana
competition for prizes and bragging rights. See Page 7 for more information on
the V6 Ranch.

next pvpha general meeting: July 21

Attend July general meeting
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch editor
The July general meeting for the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s
Association is scheduled for 7 p.m. July 21 at the Empty Saddle Club in
Rolling Hills Estates.
Elections for the positions of president, vice president of civic
affairs, vice president of membership and corresponding secretary on the
PVPHA Board of Directors will be held. Jim Moore will host “Horse
Jeopardy!” There will be $140 available in prize money.
As a reminder, the Empty Saddle Club requests that meeting attendees
leave their dogs at home. /

2 • PVPHA Dispatch

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Events calendar.......................................................................................................1
July general meeting information. ..........................................................1
Tejon Ranch photo................................................................................................1
News briefs...................................................................................................................2
Classified ads.............................................................................................................2
Allen honored for ‘Older Americans Recognition Day’......3
Sunnyside Ridge Trail update....................................................................4
Around the world on horseback...............................................................6
Good times at V-6 Ranch...............................................................................7
Camping at Tejon Ranch.................................................................................7
International adventures..................................................................................9
Trail Protection Fund donors................................................................... 10
Membership form.................................................................................................11
Dispatch ad rates. ...............................................................................................11

Classified
FOR RENT: Huge yard with nice stable in a private back yard. Looking for easy going, responsible
person. $400/month rent. Doesn’t include hay and
feeding/cleaning. Call Sandi at 310-200-1958.
GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell
Tack; Rent/Find a Stall. List your ad (including
pictures and unlimited words) FREE at
www.pvhorses.proboards.com.
Two-line classified advertisements are free to
PVPHA members. To submit an ad, email it to the
editor at pvpha2010@gmail.com.

July 2016

News Briefs
PVPHA to hold elections in July
The following positions are up for election at the July
general membership meeting of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association: president, vice president
of civic affairs, vice president of membership and corresponding secretary.
Those who are interested in running or nominating someone for a position on the board of directors should contact
nominating committee chair Melody Colbert via phone at
310-427-4378 or via email at melcolbert@aol.com.
LASD comes to Palos Verdes Nature Preserve
The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department began
providing enforcement services in the Palos Verdes Nature Preserve, according to an email from the city of Rancho Palos Verdes.
According to the email, deputies will patrol the area on
foot and via vehicle for 80 hours each week, which represents a doubling of enforcement efforts in the Preserve.
“We look forward to working with them and the enhanced public safety and resource protection,” the city said.
For more information, contact Administrative Analyst
Katie Lozano at katiel@rpvca.gov or 310-544-5260. /
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Supervisor Don Knabe honors past
PVPHA President Dale Allen
Allen chosen as Rolling Hills Estates honoree
for ‘Older Americans Recognition Day’
by SHERI ALLEN
special to the dispatch
Longtime Palos Verdes Peninsula resident and horseman Dale Allen was honored by the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors for Older Americans Recognition
Day. Dale was selected by the Rolling Hills Estates City
Council in recognition of outstanding volunteer service in
the community.
Allen was recognized as the representative of the city
of Rolling Hills Estates by Fourth District Supervisor
Don Knabe at the 51st annual Older Americans Recognition Day Awards Program and Reception at the Kenneth
Hahn Hall of Administration on May 5.
The Board of Supervisors proclaimed May to be “Older Americans Month” during its meeting on May 3. The
proclamation recognized the contributions of older adults
to the county’s programs and services.
As this year’s theme for Older Americans Month was
“Blaze a Trail,” it was only fitting that Allen, who has a
particular interest in horse trail safety, be recognized.
A resident of Rolling Hills Estates since 1965, Allen
served the city as an Equestrian Committee member for
many years; he has been a Park and Activities commissioner since 2003. He was active in subcommittees for
City events throughout the year, including the annual
City Celebration. He regularly provides horses and leads
the annual RHE Mayor’s Breakfast Ride.
He previously served as president of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula Horsemen’s Association for 15 years. During
his tenure, he coordinated with Eagle Scouts on several
projects, such as placing signs identifying trails all over
the Peninsula.
He is a devoted RHE volunteer who assisted in the development of the Chandler Ranch Development Project
Agreement—a significant housing project currently in development—and served as a member of the Equestrian
Center Design Ad Hoc Committee, which resulted in a

courtesy sheri allen

Dale Allen at the 51st annual Older Americans Recognition Day Awards Program and Reception.

new, environmentally conscious barn that was supported
by grant funds from Los Angeles County.
He has also been very active in his neighborhood homeowners’ association, having served as president and on
many committees. /
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Update: Sunnyside Ridge Trail Project
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
dispatch editor

Courtesy Lauren Ramezani

Portion of the Sunnyside Ridge Trail that is currently
under construction.

Construction is continuing on the Sunnyside Ridge
Trail project in Rancho Palos Verdes despite unforeseen
geologic conditions, according to an email from the city of
Rancho Palos Verdes.
“While excavating at the south rim of the canyon to
construct foundations for the block wall that supports the
trail, the contractor found bedrock conditions different
than expected per the soils report and per his bid,” according to an email from RPV senior administrative analyst Lauren Ramezani. “The exposed conditions required
some foundations to be deeper and some wall foundations to be replaced with a caisson and grade beam system used over a short area.”
These conditions required a change order, which was
issued by the city’s director of public works in late June.
The cost of the changes is within the $30,000 contingency spending limit authorized for the project.
The block wall on the north rim of the canyon is nearly
complete, Ramezani said.
Earlier in June, the city revealed that the costs for
building the originally envisioned elevated walkway at
the southernmost section of the trail were much higher
than expected—something that Ramezani addressed in
her most recent update.
“The design team is still at work on the alternative soil
support and retention system necessary to create a stable
trail surface in the 10-foot easement between the homes,”
she wrote.
Construction began on the trail in mid-April. Trail improvements are being funded by a $300,000 grant issued
to RPV in 2014.
Questions about the project should be addressed to
associate engineer Charles Eder at charlese@rpvca.gov or
senior engineer Andy Winje at andyw@rpvca.gov. /
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Around the world on horseback

Riders enjoy a trail ride at the V6 ranch in Parkfield.

courtesy Nancy Wildman

Local equestrians share their out-of-town equine adventures.
by CHARLENE O’NEIL
president
The June meeting of the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association began with horse camping,
but the topic soon morphed into a
discussion of equestrian destinations
in California, the U.S. and all over the
world. Several riders took the time to
share their experiences.
Sharon Yarber told attendees that
she bought her first horse after herding horses to summer grasslands in
Arizona in 2007. She has camped
near San Juan Capistrano at Caspers
Park, which has great facilities for
horse camping with separate stalls
showers, and wide trails. Yarber has

also been on the Catalina Ride; instead of renting horses on the island,
riders put their mounts into trailers
and the trailers on a barge to Catalina. There is tent camping in Little
Harbor on the other side of the island—a pristine spot! Yarber has also
ridden Tejon Ranch with the Cowboy
Lawyers and Reed Valley Ranch.
The Catalina Ride was just the
start of Tiffany Chiu’s horse camping adventures. In fact, she just came
back from Alaska, where she did a bit
of horsing around.
Diana Barber loves Rancho Oso,
and she visits every year. Rancho Oso
is located off Highway 154 between
Santa Barbara and Santa Ynez Valley.
Visitors can sleep in a covered wagon,

camp in a tent or rent a cabin. After
an exhausting day on the trails, riders
can soak in the ranch’s pool. Equestrians can choose their trails, which
range from flat to challenging.
Other fairly local horse camping
destinations include Montana de Oro
State Park in the Pismo Beach area.
The park offers trails near the beach,
and reservations are a must.
Another destination is Lopez Lake
near Arroyo Grande. The facility has
stalls and tent camping. There are
great trails to ride in Big Bear, too.
Check out the articles on the following pages to see other recommended destinations. /
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Good times at V6 Ranch
by Terri Peirce, Nancy Wildman and
Charlene O’NEil
contributing writers
Thirty-four women and one brave man gathered at
the 20,000-acre V6 Ranch in Parkfield in April to enjoy
the always exceptional Varian family’s hospitality.
The V6 Ranch is a working cattle ranch about 40
minutes east of Paso Robles—an approximately 4- to
6-hour drive from the South Bay, depending on traffic
and if you’re trailering horses.
Riding our own horses or renting the wonderful
Varian horses, we enjoyed the beautiful trails, cattle
sorting and round-ups, gymkhana, and our favorite
event—horseback riding in the “lake.” We also enjoyed
great food and much laughter.
This three-day event is coordinated each spring by
the always smiling and capable Kelly Yates. The trip included corrals for our horses, all meals and free tent
camping. For those who wanted more comfortable
lodging, there was a great bunk house located next to
the horse corrals or a beautiful lodge across the street
from the restaurant in town.
The next trip is already scheduled for 2017, and owing to its popularity, two back-to-back trips will be
available to accommodate everyone. The first trip will
run April 24–27; the second will run April 28–May 1.
Although previous years’ participants will have first
choice, there should be space available for others.
For more information, contact Kelly Yates at 310704-7266 or jerseyj2@cox.net. For more information
on the V6 Ranch, visit its website at parkfield.com. /

Tejon Ranch.

courtesy nancy wildman

Kelly Yates at the V6 Ranch.

Visit
Tejon
Ranch

courtesy nancy wildman

by NANCY WILDMAN
Vice president, membership
What began as a cattle ranch in he
1840s has become Tejon Ranch, the
largest single private landholding in
California. The main entrance is located off the Grapevine (5 Freeway)
in Lebec. The ranch encompasses
over 270,000 acres of the San Joaquin Valley, Tehachapi Mountains
and Antelope Valley.
Continued on the next page.
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Continued from the previous page.
The ranch has a lot to offer equestrians! In addition to many miles of
scenic riding trails, there is a stateof-the-art equestrian center which
hosts a number of events throughout
the year, including team roping, cutting and penning competitions; carriage rides; and organized trail rides
through the area’s diverse terrain.
Several camping sites are available, and horses can be stabled at the
equestrian center for a daily fee. There
is a $20 per day use fee for the trails
adjacent to the equestrian center.
For more information on riding at
Tejon Ranch, check out their website
at equestrian.tejonranch.com. /

Tejon Ranch.

Courtesy Nancy WIldman
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International Adventures
by CHARLENE O’NEIL
PVPHA president

Several PVPHA members have
traveled internationally for their
horse-camping experiences.
Sharon Yarber has been to Tejon
Ranch and Catalina Island, among
many other destinations, but her trip
to Iceland topped it all! Last year, she
“tölted” 25 miles a day in very cold
weather on her Icelandic Pony.
Carol Sefchek connected with Hid-

den Trails Tours in Costa Rica. Jungle
riding was a challenge. Sefchek has
also traveled to Exmoor in the United
Kingdom to ride Exmoor ponies.
Explorer Monica Malone has traveled to at least three international destinations for a horseback riding experience. She rode through the Andes
in elevations ranging from 10,000–
15,000 feet to Machu Picchu—a trip
that required altitude medication.
She said it was a very luxurious trip
with beautiful lodges, gorgeous scen-

ery and a traveling chef.
Another enjoyable trip was at the
Ann Simon Riding Center in Ireland,
where she rode 130 miles in a single
week. Finally, she traveled to Rancho
de las Casquedas in Mexico, where
the topography reminded Malone of
Texas hill country. For her next adventure, she is thinking of visiting
Spain or Croatia.
She said you can find more information on international riding experiences at Equitour.com. /
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Thank you to
our generous
members
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch editor
We’d like to thank the following
members for their donations to the
Trail Protection Fund:
• Shelly Anderson
• JoAnn and Bob Bennett
• Brenda & Chris Caropino
• Valerie Cole
• Michelle Goodwin
• Pat Hardgrove
• Cyndie and Coltan Klein
• Melanie and Jeff Maclean
• Maryann McClaurey
• Brian More
• Mike & Barbara Murphy
• Terri Lee Peirce
• Erin Ryan
• Jill Smith
• Debbie Taymour
• Paul & Theresa Woods /
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JOIN THE PVPHA

Interested in writing
or photography?

To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s
Association, clip and mail this form to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

The Dispatch is always looking
for volunteer writers and
photographers to help fill its
next issue. Contact the editor
at pvpha2010@gmail.com for
more information.

Dispatch
Advertising
Rates
and Policy

Name:
Address:
City:

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)
Quarter Page (4″×5″)
Business Card (2½″×4″)
Classified - per line

State:			ZIP:
E-mail:
Phone No.:
 This is a membership renewal.
Please indicate how much you would like to donate;
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:
		Household membership

$

35.00

		Tax-deductible contribution
		
to Trail Protection Fund
$
					Total:

Two-line classified ads are free to
members.
SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in
advance, and the 12th month is free!
Please make checks payable to
PVPHA and mail them to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274
Email camera-ready ad copy to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

$

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs
Tiffany Chiu, VP Education
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary

$ 150
$ 75
$ 35
$ 20
$
2

310-548-3663
310-729-3266
310-418-4583
310-378-9412
310-621-4247
310-770-4468
310-413-4679
310-427-4378

Any additional printing costs must
be paid by the advertiser.
DEADLINE for the receipt of
ads is the 20th of the month.
Need an ad designed?
Dispatch editor Nicole Mooradian can help. Email her at
nicole@nicolemooradian.com
for rates.

The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a publication
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association, a charitable nonprofit organization classified by the IRS
as a publicly supported tax-exempt
organization. Please direct all editorial
correspondence to:
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

