
COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
April 3
South Bay Gymkhana Series 
southbaygymkhanaseries.com 
Empty Saddle Club
April 21
PVPHA general meeting 
Empty Saddle Club
April 23 – 24
Peninsula Equestrian Circuit 
Hunter/Jumper Horse Show 
PECInc@cox.net
Ernie Howlett Park
April 23 – 24
Dapplegray Spring Fling 
Page 11
DLPOA Arena

April 30
South Bay Gymkhana Series 
Annamay Classic 
southbaygymkhanaseries.com 
Empty Saddle Club
April 30
Ride to Fly Country Carnival 
Empty Saddle Club
May 7
Rolling Hills Estates Mayor’s 
Breakfast Ride
Chandler Park

Events listed here are not necessarily 
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s As-
sociation. To add an event, send the 
information to 
pvpha2010@gmail.com.
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Dispatch

Attend April general meeting
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch Editor

Let’s welcome new husband-and-wife veterinarian and farrier team, 
Amy Garcia, DVM, and Grant Garcia, BVSc, APF, at the next Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association meeting April 21 at the Empty 
Saddle Club in Rolling Hills Estates. They both grew up on the Hill and 
are excited to be back.

The meeting is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. 
As a reminder, the Empty Saddle Club requests that meeting attend-

ees leave their dogs at home. /

next pvpha general meeting: april 21

courtesy melody colbert
Two South Bay Gymkhana participants carry the flag for the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Horsemen’s Association during a victory lap during the first gym-
khana of the season at the Empty Saddle Club in Rolling Hills Estates. The 
PVPHA is a division sponsor for the gymkhana series.
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PVPHA to hold elections in July
The following positions are up for 

election at the July general mem-
bership meeting of the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Horsemen’s Association: 
president, vice president of civic  
affairs, vice president of membership 
and corresponding secretary.

Those who are interested in run-
ning or nominating someone for a 
position on the board of directors 
should contact nominating commit-
tee chair Melody Colbert via phone 
at 310-427-4378 or via email at  
melcolbert@aol.com. 

Dapplegray to host gymkhana, 
family party

The Dapplegray Lanes Property 
Owners Association will host its an-
nual gymkhana and family party 
at the Dapplegray private arena on 
April 23. 

The gymkhana and fundraiser are 
part of the DLPOA’s “efforts to main-
tain and care for the community and 
horse facility that is unique to (the) 
community on the lanes,” according 
to the organization’s website.

“The round pens at the arena have 
become difficult to use during wet  
periods and are a challenge to main-
tain day-to-day,” according to the 
website. “The DLPOA will be investing 
in the replacement of these two round 
pens, and we hope this event will  
assist in raising financial support for 
the effort.”

The gymkhana will be followed by 
an awards ceremony, dinner, music 
and dancing.

For more information, visit the 
website at dapplegraylanes.com.

Construction begins on  
Sunnyside Ridge Trail Project

Work on the Sunnyside Ridge Trail 
Segment Project in Rancho Palos 
Verdes was set to begin April 11, ac-
cording to an email from RPV plan-

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
 1
 1
 2
  2
 4
 5
 6
  8

							







  11

News briefs

GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell Tack; Rent/Find a 
Stall. List your ad (including pictures and unlimited words) FREE at 
www.pvhorses.proboards.com.

Two-line classified advertisements are free to PVPHA members. To 
submit an ad, email it to the editor at pvpha2010@gmail.com. 
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ner Lauren Ramezani.
The first phase of the project will 

include drainage improvements and 
construction of the trail’s northern 
entrance on Palos Verdes Drive East.

Construction will then begin on the 
enhanced trail entrance to the south, 
according to Ramezani.

Throughout the project, a fenced 
staging area will be located on an 
easement in the southwest corner of 
Sunnyside Ridge Road and Sol Vista 
Lane, Ramezani said in an email.

Questions should be addressed to 
Charles Eder at charlese@rpvca.gov 
or Andy Winje at andyw@rpvca.gov.

In 2014, RPV received a $300,000 
grant to help pay for improvements 
to the trail.

Proposal for PVDN crosswalk 
near Westfield moves forward

After its meeting on April 6, the 
RHE Traffic and Safety Committee 
recommended installing a lit cross-
walk across Palos Verdes Drive North 
between Crenshaw Boulevard and 
Rolling Hills Road.

A handful of residents attended 
the meeting to voice their support for 
the marked crosswalk.

The Committee recommended in-
stalling the crosswalk about 1,000 
feet east of the Westfield entrance at 
Eastvale Road. The crosswalk would 
be located near the turnout and red 
barn, also known as “Tiffany’s barn.”

“We are all very excited about how 
willing RHE has been to look into 
this issue and so promptly deal with 

it,” said Dee Keese, who spearheaded 
the effort. “(It) took four years for the 
crosswalk for horses on Rolling Hills 
Road.”

The issue will eventually go to the 
City Council.

The initial proposal for a crosswalk 
near the Westfield entrance originat-
ed with Keese, a resident of Westfield 
who circulated a petition that was 
signed by more than 300 members of 
the community. /
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by MELODY COLBERT
corresponding secretary

Dave Pierson, a much-loved member of the equestrian 
community, slipped away peacefully in the early hours of 
April 15, according to his daughter Lisa Pierson.  

Dave Pierson was born on a farm in Torrance, and he 
spent much of his boyhood hiking the Peninsula’s can-
yons and herding dairy cows. He was the chairman of the 
Rolling Hills Trails Committee, and he worked to main-
tain permanent easements for horse trails throughout 
Rolling Hills Estates.

Overall, he spent more than 45 years volunteering to 
maintain the equestrian community on the Hill.

Those who knew Pierson were familiar with his love of 
flying and his considerable skills as a pilot, honed in his 
years with the Army during World War II and the Ko-
rea War.  He kept a couple of small planes at Zamperini 
Field in Torrance, and he frequently took friends up for 
a bird’s-eye look at the Peninsula. He kept flying into his 
80s until the loss of sight in one eye finally grounded him.

He was honored for his more than three decades of ser-
vice to the community as a member of the Parks and Ac-
tivities Commission and the Equestrian Committee with 
the installation of a commemorative plaque at Rolling 
Hills Estates City Hall in 2011.

Dave Pierson Trail, which runs along Crenshaw Boule-
vard from Rolling Hills’ west gate to Indian Peak Trail, is 
named after him. His memoirs are included in the Palos 
Verdes Library District’s Oral History Collection.

Services are scheduled for 11 a.m. April 22 at Torrance 
First Baptist Church on Carson Street. /

Paying Tribute: 
Dave Pierson

courtesy melody colbert
Dave Pierson in 2005.
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PALOS VERDES PENINSULA LAND 
CONSERVANCY
special to the dispatch

The purchase of a 15-acre property in default for 
back taxes could expand the 36-acre George F. Can-
yon Nature Preserve by nearly 28 percent, according 
to the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy.

The property, which is immediately adjacent to 
the George F. Canyon Nature Preserve, is being of-
fered for sale by Los Angeles County for 70 percent 
of its assessed value. 

“This is another fabulous opportunity to acquire 
beautiful open space at a bargain price,” said Becky 
Cool. “I’ve committed 10 percent of the cost, and I 
know others will want to join to do the same.”

According to the PVPLC, the property’s native 
vegetation remains “well-preserved because of its 
canyon location and limited access. It offers un-
spoiled shelter for rare animals like the gray fox and 
unique streamside plants.

Because the parcel is undeveloped, there will be 
no future restoration costs, according to the PVPLC.

“This acquisition offers the Conservancy a spe-
cial opportunity to protect a piece of the Peninsula’s 
remaining unique habitat,” Conservation Director 
Adrienne Mohan said in a statement. “We look for-
ward to conserving such a special place for the ben-
efit of wildlife and the Peninsula’s natural health.”

For more information on the property or its pur-
chase, email Susan Wilcox, development director 
for the PVPLC, at swilcox@pvplc.org. /

Organization seeks  
to purchase  
undeveloped land  
adjacent to  
George F. Canyon 
Nature Preserve
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Trainers discuss trail obstacles, 
gymkhana events at meeting
by MELODY COLBERT
corresponding secretary

The March general meeting of the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s 
Association focused on trail obstacles 
and gymkhana, with trainers Lori 
Barnett and Shawn Martin covering 
the topics, respectively.

Barnett, the first presenter, began 
by sharing that her first riding expe-
riences were “sans saddle.” She soon 
learned she had a predilection for 
speed and challenges; barrel racing 
and jumping were her favorite eques-
trian sports. When a quarter horse 
came into her life, however, she dis-
covered—and fell in love with—the 
sport of “trail obstacles.”

Barnett provided an outline for be-
ginners who think they may like to 
get into this challenging activity with 
their horses:

Choose the right equine
 While it would be wrong to say that 

a particular breed is unsuitable for 
obstacle work, riders should be aware 
that breed and temperament will in-
fluence what a horse can accomplish. 
A sensitive, calm and willing horse is 
best for trail obstacle work.

Work on fundamentals
Whether on the ground or under 

saddle, the basics are fundamental. 
Riders should teach their horses to 
respect them, as well as cooperate, on 
the ground. Ideally, a horse should be 
able to work off its hind end. 

Under saddle, riders should be 
able to have their horses move all 
four legs, walk, stop, stand still, side-
pass, turn on the forehand and place 
each foot where you want it.  

Start slowly to gain trust, 
respect

Barnett pointed out that horses 
are much like children: riders need 
to gradually introduce new things to 
build trust over time. Riders should 
not try to accomplish everything at 
one session; the horses will lose con-
fidence and become unwilling to try. 

Sensitize and desensitize
Riders should work on de-sensi-

tizing their horses to various stimuli 
during training sessions by flopping 
their legs, saddlebags, etc. The horse 
should listen to its rider’s cues—via 
hands, voice and legs—while navigat-
ing and encountering stimuli. 

Start on obstacles
riders should start adding activi-

ties while doing the fundamentals. 
For instance, pick up a branch or a 
pole while side-passing. remember 
to work both sides when practicing 
and break everything down into small 
steps. Additionally, riders should re-
member to reward the “try” and not 
get too focused on the end goal.

Compete—or at least practice
rancho santiago in norco offers 

facilities where, for a fee, riders can 
practice on trail obstacles. For more 
information, visit firsttimeevents.com.

other resources include the Amer-
ican competitive trail Horse Asso-
ciation (actha.us), Bill cameron in 
Mojave (naturalbornriders.com) and 
the Extreme cowboy Association  
(extremecowboyassociation.com).

Barnett shared examples of an 
advanced competitive course where 
dozens of various-sized logs were 
strewn along at uneven intervals on 
a course. the course featured various 
obstacles, such as a tent with dum-
mies with people pulling strings to 
move their arms and legs and a fake 
fox with a flapping bird in its mouth, 
as well as actions to be performed 
such as removing a halter from a 
“horse” and hanging it up, and of 
course, opening and closing a gate.

she encouraged people to “get off 
the Hill” and experience some real 
trail challenges.

Personally, I find that there are 
plenty of obstacles on local trails for 
my horse and me to deal with: Men

nicole mooradian
Empty Saddle Club member and local 
farrier Joe Bell prepares to take a 
small jump during the trail class dur-
ing the 2011 Cowboy Days. 
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overhead in trees (especially during 
the spring when they are busy 
trimming) or in the bushes, dogs, 
joggers, downed trees, construction 
zones, christmas trees wrapped in 
flapping plastic on the roofs of cars 
at christmas, etc.

South Bay Gymkhana Series
toward the end of the meet-

ing, Martin spoke about gymkhana 

events. He explained the Birangle, 
Big T, Cloverleaf Barrels, Skill Barrels 
and Butterfly events. According to 
Martin, riders may choose which di-
rection they approach a course in or-
der to take advantage of their horse’s 
particular ability for turning in one 
direction or another. 

Martin is the producer of the South 
Bay Gymkhana Series, which takes 
place over eight Sundays through Oc-

tober of this year. PVPHA is a divi-
sion sponsor, and we encourage ev-
eryone to attend the events and enjoy 
the fun, food and excitement! Visit 
www.southbaygymkhanaseries.com 
for information.

Martin also explained that in the 
South Bay Gymkhana Series, scor-
ing is done by averaging performance 
times, and age is not a determining 
factor in divisions. /

Pat Walters
A rider rounds a barrel during the 2015 Rolling Hills Estates City Celebration.
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by TIFFANY CHIU
vice president of education

Our horse community was shocked to learn of the death 
of lifelong equestrian Georgia Claessens, who suffered a 
fatal fall from horseback on Feb. 24 after foxhunting in 
Anza. As the Joint Master of Foxhounds of the Santa Fe 
West Hills Hunt Club, she was riding back to the trailer 
after a foxhunt, hopping over ditches. One was filled with 
tumbleweeds, and the pair fell. The horse was uninjured. 

 Georgia filled many leadership roles in our horse com-
munity, most recently managing Seahorse, fox hunting, 
show jumping, cattle ranching, owning many horses, 
and raising competitive hunter/jumper riders Celine and 
Gemma plus Fontine and Dominique Jr. She gave back 
to her community through her involvement with the Por-
tuguese Bend Horse Show benefiting Children’s Hospital 
Los Angeles and other philanthropic organizations.

I will fondly remember memories from the time 
Georgia entrusted me to instruct Celine on her first po-
nies, Penelope and Romeo, at my red barn. I remember  
sleepovers above our barn; trail rides; many firsts and 
falls; and celebrating Celine’s birthday by filling our are-
na with her friends on horseback, some riders nervous 
and others smiling and laughing as Celine galloped by, 
happily lapping them! 

By supporting my business, Georgia bolstered my con-
fidence. I felt I must be on the right path because she 
chose me and referred new riders, too! She always asked 
about business, which vendors supplied my hay/shavings 
and what I was currently working on, as well as picked 
my brain about everything horse-related and my personal 
life, too. In taking the time to keep track of the goings on 
in my life, she made me feel important and special. 

From recommending we sponge the horses off when 
sweaty during cold weather to advocating for a clinic on 
falling safely from horseback, her perspective was con-
vincingly conveyed to me. She did not hesitate to pitch in 
and get her hands dirty. She loved seeing children happy, 
especially around horses. Bringing ponies to her parties 
and to pancake breakfasts for the Rolling Hills Communi-
ty Association were such joyful occasions for me! I regret 
not having shared more adventures with Georgia. I want-
ed to go foxhunting with her and explore her cattle ranch 
on horseback for myself; the stories sounded so amazing! 
Perhaps I still will with Celine—if I can keep up with her!

The memorial was on a sunny day full of symbolism to 
send off a lovely lady. Georgia’s empty tall leather riding 
boots faced backwards, affixed to her saddle astride her 
horse Chippy, who was led by daughter Gemma following 
a bagpiper in full regalia. Her closed casket was conveyed 
by a horse-drawn hearse. 

Friends and family shared stories online and at the 
memorial about larger-than-life adventures that were full 
of fun and mischief and often included ponies. Georgia 
was a competitive maverick, mom, sister, friend, business 

Georgia Claessens Remembered

georgia claessens / facebook
Georgia Claessens

georgia claessens / facebook
Georgia Claessens
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woman, adventurer and athlete, and we’ll all miss her! 
The gift of her legacy to us lives on through the lives of 
her children and in the lives she touched with meaningful 
memories shared. 

We’ll all miss out on the adventures we didn’t get to 
have with Georgia, yet I am confident she’ll send us signs 
that she’s still actively around in our lives. More impor-
tant than how she died is how she lived life fully, leaving 
a legacy in our hearts and inspiring us to be and do better 
and go beyond our comfort zones in search of thrilling 
mischief and adventure!

One story that I’ll remember from the memorial is 
when the girls turned on the jets in the tub that sprayed 
water all around Georgia’s bathroom and directly in to 
her closet. In their efforts to dry out her belongings, her 
girls discovered her only three black dresses. They tried 
the dresses on. Amazingly, each dress fit one of Georgia’s 
daughters, so the girls wore them to the memorial. 

Gemma wore her mother’s iconic necklace—a unique 
gold design, simply elegant links (each vertical oval with 
one smaller circle on each long side), yet sporty in length 
and weight. The piece defined Georgia—timeless and 
multifaceted! 

Finally, 60 white homing doves were released to signify 
Georgia’s 60 years of life; they flew in circles, rising ever 
higher above us into the heavens and beyond our ability 
to see them. 

As the presiding Father reminded us off-script, let us 
remember to love and to be nice to each other, forgiving 
ourselves and others, to be inspired by Georgia’s life by 
continuing to do better because we still can! /
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JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Asso-
ciation, clip and mail this form to
	 PVPHA
	 PO Box 4153
	 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Name: 

Address: 

City:

State:			   ZIP:

E-mail:

Phone No.:

 This is a membership renewal.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

		  Household membership	 $	 35.00

		T  ax-deductible contribution 
		  to Trail Protection Fund	 $

					T     otal: 	 $

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)	 $150
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)	 $75
Quarter Page (4″×5″)		 $35
Business Card	(2½″×4″)	 $20
Classified - per line		  $2

Two-line classified ads are free to 
members. 

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please make checks payable to  
PVPHA and mail them to

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Email camera-ready ad copy to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

Any additional printing costs must 
be paid by the advertiser.

DEADLINE for the receipt of 
ads is the 20th of the month.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates  
and Policy

Charlene O’Neil, President	  			   310-548-3663
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 			   310-377-7657
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs			   310-418-4583
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs	  		  310-378-9412
Tiffany Chiu, VP Education				    310-621-4247
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer 				   310-770-4468
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary 			   310-413-4679
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary		  310-427-4378

PVPHA Board of Directors

Interested in writing or  
photography?

The Dispatch is always looking 
for volunteer writers and pho-
tographers to help fill its next 
issue. Contact the editor at  
pvpha2010@gmail.com for 
more information.

Need an ad designed? 

Dispatch editor Nicole Moora-
dian can help. Email her at 
nicole@nicolemooradian.com 
for rates.
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The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a  
publication of the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Horsemen’s Associa-
tion, a charitable nonprofit organi-
zation classified by the IRS as a 
publicly supported tax-exempt orga-
nization. Please direct all editorial  
correspondence to:

PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274




