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Cowboy Poetry and
Music Festival adds
chili cook-off

Annual event to feature poetry readings, musical acts, free chili and cornbread

Feb. 19

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
Feb. 22

Rolling Hills Estates
Equestrian Committee meeting
Rolling Hills Estates City Hall

by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch editor
In addition to its poetry readings
and musical acts, this year’s Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival on Jan. 30 will feature a
chili cook-off, according to Charlene
O’Neil, PVPHA president.
The evening will begin with a free
meal of chili and cornbread at 6 p.m.
at the Empty Saddle Club. It will be
followed by the poetry and musical
acts at 7 p.m.

According to O’Neil, up to 10 contestants will compete in the chili
cook-off. Three judges—two chefs
and a local “foodie”—will judge.
Prizes will be gift certificates. The
first-place winner will receive $100;
second-place winner will receive
$50; and the third-place winner will
receive a $25 gift certificate.
For more information on the chili
cook-off, call O’Neil at 310-548-3663.
For more information about the festival or to sign up, contact organizer
Bruce Harnishfeger at 562-331-0686
or bharnish@usc.edu. /

No general meeting in January
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch editor
Events listed here are not necessarily
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. To add an event, send the
information to pvpha2010@gmail.com.

There will be no general meeting for the Palos Verdes Peninsula
Horsemen’s Association in January. Instead, join us Jan. 30 at the Empty Saddle Club for the annual Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival.
The next general meeting is scheduled for Feb. 19, 2015. /
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Happy
Holidays!

Valerie Goodman

PVPHA President Charlene O’Neil with
her horse.

Season’s greetings
from Charlene O’Neil
by CHARLENE O’NEIL
pvpha President
Dear PVPHA Members,
We are privileged to live where we
do and to enjoy an equestrian lifestyle that few will ever know.
Many blessings to you, your
friends and your family for a wonderful holiday season and a New
Year filled with smooth trots,
beautiful trails and healthy equines!
Warmest wishes! /
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Resident: Install lighted
crosswalk at Westfield
by DEE KEESE
Special to the dispatch
Editor’s note: The following letter
from Dee Keese in support of a lighted crosswalk at the Westfield entrance on Palos Verdes Drive North
was delivered to the city of Rolling
Hills Estates along with a petition
containing more than 300 signatures. The letter has not been modified; it is reprinted in its entirety.
To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to you today in regard
to an event that happen two weeks
ago. A horse was hit in October crossing the road at the entrance to Westfield and had to finally be put down.
I have lived in Westfield for over 40
years and have seen three horses and
one rider be killed crossing Palos
Verdes Drive North.
I should have done something 40
years ago but never followed through.
I have seen children hit crossing at
the Westfield Entrance as they were
walking their bicycles across the intersection to get to the bike trails to
go to Dapplegray School. There is
no safe trail for horses or pedestrians on the south side of Palos Verdes
Drive North to Rolling Hills Road.
I walked to school with my grandchild last week and felt it was unsafe
to cross over from the south side to
the north side at Crenshaw. Three
stop lights and the cars never did not
stop for us. This is extremely dangerous! The next day I decided to
check out the lighted crossing light

from the City Hall to Academy Hill
which is for horses and pedestrians.
I stayed there for 7 hours, minus running home for some lunch. I only observed two pedestrians and not one
horse. Westfield has a large number
of equestrians as well as many more
small children that walk to the four
schools in the vicinity.
Westfield is the gateway to the trail
system on the south side of Palos
Verdes Drive North, and I believe that
we need a lighted cross walk for both
Pedestrians and Horses to cross safely. This would help these drivers to really take notice when most are going
way too fast for this road as it is.
At this time there is no safe crossing for our children or our horses
anywhere between Crenshaw Blvd.
and Rolling Hills Road. It is our hope

that the City of Rolling Hills Estates
will investigate this situation and
hopefully come to the conclusion that
a lighted crosswalk is needed at the
intersection mentioned above. We
would like this put on the agenda for
the January City Council Meeting.
I have included over three hundred names that are hoping that you
will take the time to really consider
this issue. I realize that we have included 30 names of young people in
Westfield who also ride and walk to
school, but I want them to feel like
they have a voice and can make a difference. I hope you agree.
Thank you for your time and effort
in considering this issue.
Respectfully,
Dee Keese

Classified
FOR SALE: Schleese Dressage Saddle for Sale $2500 OBO 17.5 serial number 910850909 Triumph Call 310-739-8605 or visit Gee Gee
Equestrian Boutique
FOR SALE: Henri de Rivel Pro Show Jumping saddle 16.5 hardly
used $500 Call 310-739-8605 or visit Gee Gee Equestrian Boutique
FOR SALE: Hermes English saddle, 16". Excellent condition. $500
OBO. Call Pat 310-530-2720.
For Sale: Ladies Western Saddle—Circle Y 15"-15½" Excellent
condition. $500. Call Sue: 310-377-6767.
GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell Tack; Rent/Find a
Stall. List your ad (including pictures and unlimited words) FREE at
www.pvhorses.proboards.com.
Two-line classified advertisements are free to PVPHA members. To
submit an ad, email it to the editor at pvpha2010@gmail.com.
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RHE Equestrian Committee seeks applicants
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch Editor
The city of Rolling Hills Estates is seeking applications
from residents who are interested in serving on various

committees and commissions, including the Equestrian
Committee, which meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Monday
of each month.
The Equestrian Committee reviews and advises the city
council on issues regarding the city’s equestrian community, such as the use of horse arenas and trails. The committee also helps plan the Mayor’s Breakfast Ride, City
Celebration and Peninsula Holiday Parade. Applications
will be accepted until seats are filled.
Residents who are interested in serving on the committee should contact RHE Deputy City Clerk Hope Nolan
at HopeN@ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us or 310-377-1577,
ext. 102.
Applications are also being accepted for the Planning
Commission, the Park and Activities Commission, the
Environmental Advisory Committee, and the Traffic and
Safety Committee. /
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Liz Kane / Kelly’s Drillteam on Facebook
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Trip of a lifetime: Feira da Golegã
The annual Golegã National Horse Show spotlights
the versatile Lusitano breed.
by SHARON JANZEN
SLO Horse News
Tradition and history join hands
with progress and development as
the usually quiet, medieval town of
Golegã, Portugal, comes to life for
the Golegã National Horse Show, the
largest and most important horse fair
in the country.
Golegã grew in fame as large farms
developed, and horse breeders settled
there when it was elevated to the level of “town” by decree of D. João III,
King of Portugal, on Nov. 3, 1534. Feira da Golegã began in the mid-18th
century and remains the gathering
place for breeders, riders and spectators of the Lusitano horse. Competitions became an important part of the
show in the late-18th century.
People and horses have always
mingled together in Golegã, and today, cars share the narrow cobblestone streets with those who still feel
like horse power has four legs. For 10
days during the fair, the town is bustling with vendors, riders, carriages and spectators. The clip-clop of
hooves on cobblestone streets rings
throughout the village. Horses are
kept in box stalls under homes that
line the streets.
Influential families, breeders, riders and others gather at the Feira da
Golegã each year, just as they have
done for centuries. This year, the festival was held Nov. 6-15, and I was
gifted the once-in-a-lifetime chance
to peer into this incredible window to
another time as a guest of my mom,
Charlene O’Neil.

Once-in-a-Lifetime Trip
This year, eight of us from across
the pond tasted a little bit of history,
as we experienced a time when horses
were an intricate and central part of
Golegã village life—though we kept a
foot in the here and now as we made
way for vehicles on streets at the
outskirts of town. Two and half days
of our incredible journey were spent
at the Golegã National Horse Show.
We were guests of Portuguese riding brothers Carlos and Nuno, who
kept us moving, laughing and out
late the entire time. This pair grew up
riding with the influential Lusitano
breeder families of Golegã, and participated in the fair as children. Each
brother traveled with a portion of our
group from the states, where they
now reside, one on the East Coast
and one from our West Coast. Their
sister, Fatima, and her husband,
“Tó,” were our activity directors in
Portugal, always keeping us happy,
comfortable and well fed.
We were introduced to Lusitano
horses and a few of the top breeders, enjoyed the fair, explored castles,
toured wineries, and experienced
“typical” Portuguese food in wonderful four-course meals in amazing
settings twice daily. We wanted for
nothing during our stay, where we
squeezed 10 days’ worth of activity
into five days.
Feira da Golegã
The river of horses flowing on
the manga (track that circles the
central arena, which is the heart
of the village) never stops. Around

and around they go; it’s a constant
bobbing of heads as riders keep
time at the trot and canter and even
executing the passage and piaff as
though they are everyday maneuvers.
All the riders are dressed in traditional Portuguese riding attire consisting of flat topped hats, ruffled
shirts or blouses, bolero and matching pants for the men, and a bolero
and wide-legged pant for the women.
Carts, buggies and carriages—singles, pairs, three-in-hand and fourin-hand—riders of all ages and styles
(a large majority being men) all flow
together. The steady stream of equestrian traffic on the track ebbs and
flows like the tides as day turns to
night and night becomes morning.
Pedestrian crossings across the
track from the central arena into
the crowd take timing and courage,
as the volume of horses grows and
flows in a steady stream. The scene
and the experience seems chaotic to
outsiders, and yet everything moves
without missing a beat. Once, there
was a bobble in the flow from a loose
horse on the track, and the entrances
were quickly closed by people in the
crowd, the horse was gathered by
another rider in the stream, and the
scene quickly returned to “normal”.
Encircling the track is a cobblestone passageway, upon which the
perimeter stages private covered patios—each owned or rented by the
breeders. These patios are like box
seats for the main arena.
As day turns to evening, riders
dressed in traditional attire gather
out front and share drinks with the

A version of this article originally appeared on SLO Horse News, located at slohorsenews.net.
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photos by Sharon Janzen

occupants. A line of mounted riders—
sometimes over 20 abreast— forms
outside the main window of the patios. Braided and bobbed tails swish
in the faces of the pedestrians meandering by.
Hooves stamp on the cobblestones
as the riders ask for a piaff to liven the
mood. Jingle bells on throat latches
ring through the air casting their music to our ears. Smoke from chestnuts
roasting over coals billows past and
creates a pub-like atmosphere. Music
rises from discotheques and the private patios. The evening entertainment draws a large, mostly standingroom only crowd.
The fair continues as the sun rises,
and from a spectator’s point of view,
it’s nothing but horses and people,
leather, wool, chestnuts roasting,
boot-clad onlookers, hoofbeats on
cobblestone—and the entire experience is almost overwhelming. A constant parade of horses and ponies
pulling carts, carriages and buggies,
riders with dancing horses in traditional attire—men, woman, boys and
girls—all gather to proudly show off
the Lusitano horse.
This is the Feira da Golegã, where
tradition joins hands with progress,
and balance is found in beautiful chaos. Where twelve people who began
as acquaintances, or even strangers,
cemented the bonds of friendship
over a shared love of horses.
We laughed, told stories, broke
bread, and marveled at the beauty
and history of not only Golegã, but
surrounding sites like Fátima, a me-

dieval castle in Óbidos, and the Pena
Castle in Sintra. We quickly formed
bonds and created new memories
that will last a lifetime. We were

strangers no longer when we parted
ways after just five days in Portugal.
Vamanosh! Let’s go! /

Golegã is ‘magical’
by CHARLENE O’NEIL
PVPHA President
Something magical happened last week in Portugal. I closed my eyes
and opened them to see something medieval, something wonderful,
something indescribable. It was Feira da Golegã (pronounced golgan)—
a festival of the Lusitano horse that goes back centuries.
This is a festival of more skilled riders in one place and time than
I have ever seen; a festival of handsome equines being shown off by
proud owners; a festival of pride, good breeding, expert horsemanship,
festivities, family and friends.
Imagine hundreds of beautiful Lusitanos being paraded by their
owners, merging among crowds with baby carriages, small children and
grandmas. Picture carriages trekking the same cobblestone road abreast
of crowds with not one misstep!
A crescent moon peeks above smoke from brassieres where fresh
chestnuts are grilling on small fires. Pigs are roasting on large pits. Confident Jack Russell terriers ignore the bustle and walk among the crowds.
The show featured the European Young Riders Championship, dressage competitions, horse racing, a sidesaddle exhibition with women
dressed in elegant 18th century costumes, young autistic riders performing drills, the Portuguese Riding School dressed in 18th century attire performing a quadrille, and more!
It’s 2 a.m. Music is blaring from one of the private boxes. I am dancing
on the cobblestone path with mingling crowds passing by. Twenty riders
are lined up with their horses—stallions all—in perfect formation, waiting for a glass of sangria. Chestnuts are still roasting, horses are trotting
on the track adjoining the arena. Some will greet the morning light.
Golegã is a fair—a fair like none I’ve ever seen. It’s almost as if a knight
will appear any moment.
Golegã! I’m coming back! /
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A night at Feira da Golegã
by SHARON JANZEN
SLO Horse News
As night descends on the town of
Golegã, Portugal, home of the Feira
da Golegã—the showcase of the Lusitano horse—the stream of horses
being ridden and driven steadily increases on the manga (the track) surrounding the main arena in the heart
of the town. Activity on the cobblestone streets takes on more horses,
more carriages and more pedestrians.
Spectators desiring to view the evening competition or exhibition must
cross through the manga stream
to stand with fellow gazers jockeying for position along the rail which
provides the best view. Crossing the
manga takes timing and courage as
the stream of horses gains momentum and volume.

I was part of a group from across
the pond who were some of those
spectators. We quickly figured how to
time our crossing and took positions
along the rail easily as we settled in
our spots early for the evening show
our first night taking in the Golegã
Fair. Our efforts did not disappoint
as we experienced equestrian art,
equine beauty and human creativity
on display.
The Evening Exhibition
The main lights go off, and one
single light provides a glimpse of a
dressage arena through the chestnutroasting smoke and fog-filled air. Off
to the side, our eyes follow four green
light bands moving in time with the
up and down flow of a horse’s trot.
Music notes join in matching the
hoof beats and green flashes dancing

in the distance. The outline of a dark
horse and rider comes into focus and
enters the dimly lit arena. The music
continues to drive the green dancing
lights as gaits change directions and
the ever-flowing glow from the green
bands mesmerizes the crowd. Applause fills the air as the music stops
and the horse exits the stage.
Next, stepping out of the darkness
and into the spotlight is a stunningly
gallant gray horse accented with gold
trim in his mane and a gold accented
surcingle pad across his back. He
is working in-hand in front of his
handler, who is dressed to match
with a cream coat and pants accented
in gold and a cream hat with white
feathers bouncing around the brim.
Music drives the horse forward in
a Spanish walk, and continues into
a collected trot and canter, all the

A version of this article originally appeared on SLO Horse News, located at slohorsenews.net.
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COURTESY SLO HORSE NEWS

The intrepid travelers to Golegã, Portugal, including writer Sharon Janzen
and her mother, Charlene O’Neil.

while the handler never breaks from
his human walk gait, adjusting his
own boot strides to fit the pace of
the horse in hand. The handler deftly
uses the long-lines to ask the gallant
gray to work in different gaits and
movements, including the half-pass
at the trot and canter, finishing with
the piaff and passage.
The scene is harmony, balance,
beauty and obedience all in one exquisite package. This and the former
were just a couple of several exhibitions to delight us that evening.
Late Dinner With Friends
A late dinner with a large party of
family and friends at one of the many
restaurants is common on fair nights.
One evening, our party of 12 found
ourselves up a narrow stairway and
waiting on a landing. It was 11 p.m.
and the temperature was getting
cooler. Soon we were ushered into a
warm, bright, loud room filled with
long tables, where several parties
much the same size as ours were
seated. We began the meal with
bread and somewhat bitter sheep
cheese paired with sweet jam. As
always, wine—both white and red—
was served immediately. Ox tail soup
was first on the agenda. We were all
immediately warmed by the thick
and savory soup.
A “typical” salad of lettuce, fresh

tomatoes and onion lightly tossed
with olive oil and vinegar appeared
next, served family-style with fried
potatoes, followed by short ribs and
meat. Dessert was the typical custard
type affair, and we left all too full to
complain. The time was now pushing
into the next morning.
Wee Hours of the Morning
Yet homeward bound we were not!
The festivities continued as we gathered outside a covered patio where
music was welcoming riders.
Soon, a group of riders standing
four abreast on horseback gathered
facing us and the residents in the
covered patio. Sangria was passed
through the open window and enjoyed by every rider. The group of
riders kept growing, eventually to
over 20 in size.
We stayed out watching the activities, laughing and dancing to the music. Hanging with friends mounted
on horseback and dismounted is a
central part of experiencing Feira da
Golegã as night turns to morning.

Finally, our weary group was ushered through the crowd and back
to our transportation. It was 4 a.m.
when we returned to our hotel. We
have now experienced a “typical”
night at the Golegã Fair. /

10 • PVPHA Dispatch

January 2015

JOIN THE PVPHA

Interested in writing or
photography?

To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association, clip and mail this form to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

The Dispatch is always looking
for volunteer writers and photographers to help fill its next
issue. Contact the editor at
pvpha2010@gmail.com for
more information.

Dispatch
Advertising
Rates
and Policy

Name:
Address:
City:

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)
Quarter Page (4″×5″)		
Business Card (2½″×4″)
Classified - per line		

State:			ZIP:
E-mail:
Phone No.:
 This is a membership renewal.
Please indicate how much you would like to donate;
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:
		

Household membership

		
		

Tax-deductible contribution
to Trail Protection Fund
$

					

Total:

$

35.00

Two-line classified ads are free to
members.
SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in
advance, and the 12th month is free!
Please make checks payable to
PVPHA and mail them to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274
Email camera-ready ad copy to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

$

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President
			
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 			
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs			
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs
		
Tiffany Chiu, VP Education				
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer 				
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary 			
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary		

$150
$75
$35
$20
$2

310-548-3663
310-377-7657
310-418-4583
310-378-9412
310-621-4247
310-770-4468
310-413-4679
310-427-4378

Any additional printing costs must
be paid by the advertiser.
DEADLINE for the receipt of
ads is the 20th of the month.
Need an ad designed?
Dispatch editor Nicole Mooradian can help. Email her at
nicole@nicolemooradian.com
for rates.
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The

Palos Verdes Peninsula Horseman’s Association
Presents the

Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival!
Saturday, Jan. 30, 2016
7 p.m. at the Empty Saddle Club
39 Empty Saddle Lane, Rolling Hills Estates
6 p.m.: free chili and cornbread served!
For more information or to sign up, please contact:
Bruce Harnishfeger
562-331-0686 or bharnish@usc.edu
The show is always free so come and enjoy an evening of fun, food,
fellowship, poetry and music!

The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a
publication of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula
Horsemen’s
Association, a charitable nonprofit organization classified by the IRS as a
publicly supported tax-exempt organization. Please direct all editorial
correspondence to:
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

