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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
Aug. 9

LSAC horse show
Info: palosverdes.com/lsac
Ernie Howlett Park
Aug. 16

ETI Corral 8 horse show
Info: 310-920-4407
Ernie Howlett Park
Aug. 20

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
Aug. 23

South Bay Gymkhana Series
Info: mphequineproductions.com
Ernie Howlett Park
Aug. 24

Equestrian Committee meeting
Rolling Hills Estates City Hall
Aug. 30

LSAC horse show
Info: palosverdes.com/lsac
Ernie Howlett Park
Sept. 4-6

Portuguese Bend National
Horse Show
Info: pcch.net
Ernie Howlett Park
Sept. 18-20

Cowboy Days
Info: emptysaddleclub.com
Empty Saddle Club

Events listed here are not necessarily
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. To add an event, send the
information to pvpha2010@gmail.com.

Richard Fowell

Melody Colbert and Ann Bertrand ride as “sweepers” in the annual Hills Are
Alive” 5K/10K race on Aug. 8.

next pvpha general meeting: Aug. 20

Learn all about braiding
by BETSY SCHOETTLIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association for a mane
and tail braiding clinic! Running French braids, scallop braids, Haflinger
diamond-type braids and more will be demonstrated. We’ll also demonstrate quarter marking. Demonstration will be held at the Empty Saddle
Club at 7 p.m. Aug. 20.
As a reminder, the Empty Saddle Club requests that meeting attendees leave their dogs at home. /
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Classified
FOR SALE: Schleese Dressage Saddle for Sale
$2500 OBO 17.5 serial number 910850909 Triumph Call 310-739-8605 or visit Gee Gee Equestrian Boutique
FOR SALE: Henri de Rivel Pro Show Jumping
saddle 16.5 hardly used $500 Call 310-739-8605 or
visit Gee Gee Equestrian Boutique
FOR SALE: Hermes English saddle, 16". Excellent
condition. $500 OBO. Call Pat 310-530-2720.
For Sale: Ladies Western Saddle—Circle Y 15"15½" Excellent condition. $500. Call Sue: 310-3776767.
GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell
Tack; Rent/Find a Stall. List your ad (including
pictures and unlimited words) FREE at
palosverdeshorses.net.
Two-line classified advertisements are free to
PVPHA members. To submit an ad, email it to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@gmail.com.

NEWS BRIEFS
PVPHA elects new Board members
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association
bid farewell to two Board members and elected their replacements at the general meeting on July 16.
Vice President of Civic Affairs Kelly Yates decided not
to run for re-election after serving several terms on the
Board of Directors. Sean Martin will replace her.
Betsy Schoettlin, the vice president of education, opted
not to seek a second two-year term on the board. She will
be replaced by Tiffany Chiu.
There were no other nominees to replace the two vacating board members.
Erin Ryan and Michelle Sanborn will remain as recording secretary and treasurer, respectively.
Ryan and Sanborn all ran unopposed.
The Board of Directors thanks Yates and Schoettlin for
their service! /
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RPV approves house at 10 Chaparral Lane
Home to be built over unofficial ‘social trail’ that connects equestrians
on east side of Hill to RHE trail network
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch editor
Despite efforts by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association and local equestrians, the Rancho
Palos Verdes City Council approved a plan July 21 to
build a two-story home on top of a horse trail on an undeveloped lot at the end of Chaparral Lane.
“This project will result in the permanent and irreversible loss of the existing, long established trail,” PVPHA President Charlene O’Neil wrote in a letter to the
city council. “(The) trail is, and has been for decades, a
vital link for equestrians and hikers on the east side of the
Hill to the George F. Canyon trail and the trail network in
Rolling Hills Estates.” (Read the complete letter below.)
Nevertheless, because the trail is unofficial and Chaparral Lane is a private road, city staff the property owner
cannot be forced into granting a trail easement, according
to an article in the Palos Verdes Peninsula News.
According to the PV News, the homeowner agreed to
allow an alternative trail on the western edge of the property, which would connect to the future Bronco trail.
Letter to Rancho Palos Verdes City Council
July 21, 2015
Dear Mayor Knight and Members of the City Council:
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association
is deeply concerned about the ramifications of this project if approved as proposed. This project will result in
the permanent and irreversible loss of the existing, long
established trail that currently traverses a portion of 10
Chaparral, and which trail is, and has been for decades, a
vital link for equestrians and hikers on the east side of the
Hill to the George F. Canyon trail and the trail network in
Rolling Hills Estates.
Mr. Chen was fully aware of the fact that a relatively
small portion of his property had been used for decades
as a trail before he purchased the property. It is appropriate to condition approval of his development on the
re-routing of the trailhead onto the most easterly portion
of Mr. Chen’s lot so that the trail can continue to be uti-

lized without any material interference with the proposed
project.
The PVPHA opposes the development as proposed and
asks that you uphold the goals of the City to preserve trails
and require that easements be granted on the applicant’s
property not only as set forth in the staff report (along the
north, south and westerly portions of the property) for
future implementation of the Bronco and Georgette trails
(which implementation may never come to pass), but also
for the retention of the very real, active and in use trail
that connects east side residents to the George F. Canyon
and nature preserve in RHE on the easterly portion of the
property.
Very truly yours,
CHARLENE O’NEIL, PVPHA President /
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when a tree falls...
Do your trees have healthy roots? Here’s how to
spot damage before it’s too late.
by NANCY WILDMAN
Vice President of Membership

Nancy Wildman

An aging pepper tree suffering from root rot fell into Wildman’s corral at the beginning of July, spooking her horse
Bucky and taking down about 40 feet of fencing.

If your phone rings after midnight, it’s usually not good
news. Such was the case for me on July 8.
My neighbor Juliet Zamel called me at 12:11 a.m. that
day to report that she’d heard a loud crash and that my
horse Bucky sounded upset. I had been so soundly asleep
that I didn’t hear a thing, but I immediately ran down to
the corral to investigate.
What I found was both eye-popping and heartbreaking—the last of four pepper trees that my father had
planted more than 50 years ago had fallen down, taking
about 40 feet of fencing along with it.
At first, I couldn’t see Bucky, but I could hear him
whinnying frantically. I found him trapped in a small corner space on a slope that had been fenced off from the
corral. Apparently, he’d jumped from a standstill over the
fence to escape the falling tree. He was, of course, completely terrified and anxious to get out of the small space
in which he was trapped.
I quickly looked him over to determine if he was injured. I was relieved to find only minor scrapes, probably
from jumping over the fence. Once I ascertained that first
aid was not an immediate priority, I ran upstairs to get
my husband. I needed help removing the boards from the
fence Bucky was trapped behind.
After we had freed him from his little prison, I was able
to take Bucky around the back of the barn to the grooming area to tend to his injuries.
It was readily apparent that his mental trauma was
much worse than his physical injuries, and he wasn’t going to relax until I got him far away from the tree. Fortunately, my friend Candace Ham has an empty stall up the
trail from my house, so I decided to take Bucky there. I
considered calling Ham to let her know what I was doing,
but by that time, it was almost 1 a.m., so I decided the call
could wait until morning. By 2 a.m., I had Bucky settled
down and in, and I left him happily munching on hay.
At daylight, I went out to survey the damage. The tree
was huge. Fortunately, it was far enough away from the
barn to leave it unharmed, and more importantly, it
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didn’t fall on my horse—although it was close. We were
very lucky; it could have been much worse.
So why did the tree come crashing down? It wasn’t
windy or raining. The tree had abundant green foliage
and appeared generally healthy. What caused it to simply
fall over?
The answer turned out to be root rot. The main roots of
the tree had rotted away, probably due to age and drought.
One would think that a tree with such a rotten root system would have looked unhealthy; however, the tree had
begun growing new roots, which were keeping the leaves
green but were insufficient to support the tree, especially
since it was growing on a hillside. There were clues to the
state of its actual poor health, but unfortunately, I didn’t
recognize the severity until it was too late.
The first clue was that at one point a few years ago, the
tree had looked like it was going to die. At that time there
was a pretty large tree house within its branches. In an
effort to save the tree we removed the tree house and installed a drip watering system. After a few months, the
tree began to look better—and by the next year, it looked
great—but the unseen, underground damage continued
to progress.
The next clue was the appearance of very large mushrooms around the base of the tree during the damp
months. Mushrooms are always a sign of decomposition,
but the tree still looked good, so I didn’t think much of it.
Finally, just a few days before it fell, I noticed that large
patches of bark had begun to separate from the trunk—
definitely not a good sign. I thought about contacting an
arborist for a consultation, but the tree fell before I had a
chance to make the call.
Needless to say, I’ve learned some important lessons
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from this experience:
• Check your trees—especially those that overhang
buildings, children’s play areas, pets and vehicles—
regularly for any signs of unhealthiness. Consult
an arborist if you’re uncertain about the status of
a tree.
• Nail the boards to the fence posts; don’t use screws.
This saved us a lot of money when it came to replacing the broken fence. Although some of the boards
had broken under the weight of the tree, others
were just pulled away from the posts and landed
on the ground undamaged. This also left the posts
standing and undamaged. Additionally, it enabled
us to get the horse out of the area in which he was
trapped fairly quickly and easily. With a few quick
blows, my husband simply knocked the boards off
the post with a hammer, and I was able to safely
walk Bucky out.
• Be prepared for the unexpected. Always keep a few
tools handy in the barn, along with a flashlight and
first aid supplies.
All in all, we were very lucky. The damage to our horse
and property were minimal. Bucky is still recovering
mentally from his trauma—he spooks at everything—but
with a little time and patience, I’m sure he’ll be back to
normal soon.
I want to thank Zamel, for calling me right away. It can
be a difficult decision to call people in the middle of the
night, but better safe than sorry! Thanks also Ham for allowing Bucky to stay at her barn until the dust settled at
my place. /
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Break away from the ordinary at V6 Ranch
by SHARON JANTZEN
SLO Horse news
“I would ask my friends at the
barn, who mainly do arena work, how
their rides were on a given day,” recounts Kelly Yates of Palos Verdes.
“They would reply with, ‘Well, my
horse wouldn’t do this, or he didn’t
do that,’ and I realized that we needed a change. We needed to take our
horses out of the arena and try something out of the ordinary, something
really fun.”
This epiphany prompted Kelly to
organize a yearly trip for a group of
women—most from Palos Verdes—

to the famous V6 Ranch in Parkfield,
California (Earthquake Capital of the
World). This year was the sixth visit
Kelly and friends have made to V6
Ranch. My mom was one of these
brave and adventurous ladies, and I
was able to join the group for an afternoon and a memorable dinner.
Back to Basics – Ranch Life
Sometimes getting back to the basics of “ranch work” is just what a
rider needs to re-engage with what
it really means to have a strong partnership with his or her horse, as well
as truly enjoy time in the saddle. John
Varian of V6 Ranch understands this

philosophy and put it on display as he
worked (and played) alongside the ladies throughout their stay.
Ranching is a way of life that needs
to be preserved, and many of the activities offered at the ranch are actual
“jobs” that need to be done in order
to keep this real-life working-cattle
ranch operational.
“It’s all about lifestyle preservation,” John said. “Until you experience first hand what happens on a
cattle ranch, you won’t appreciate
what we do.”
The ladies in Kelly’s group were
certainly out of their element, but
they enjoyed every single minute of
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Left: PVPHA President Charlene O’Neil at the V6 Ranch in Parkfield, California.
Right: Equestrians from Palos Verdes learn how to sort at V6 Ranch.

their ranching experience.
One of the activities that I found
most interesting was when the ladies
were given the chance to “catch their
dinner.” A “dummy cow” was set up,
and everyone got the chance to swing
a rope, which is not something that
most of us equestrians do on a daily
basis—or ever! “How big should the
loop be?”; “How do I hold the rope?”;
and, “Yay, I caught the head!” were
just a few of the things that I heard as
“dinner” was being wrangled.
John was right there to help the ladies get a feel for swinging the rope.
“We do this every day. Whether we
swing a rope for work, for play, or for
competition, it’s what we do. It’s part
of our lifestyle,” John said.
Sorting Things Out
One of the things that John enjoys sharing with his guests the most
is cattle work. This usually involves
gathering cattle out of the hills and
sorting them into pens. “The guests
don’t get to do this on a daily basis. We do it everyday, either with
our guests or on our own,” John explained. The sorting lesson begins
with terminology.
John gave the ladies a little lesson
on the intricacies of color…you have
the black, the brown, the white-faced
black, the white-faced brown. Sounds

easy, right? Well, you also have the
cattle with the broken white faces,
which are called “Brockle,” and the
cream colored cattle, which are called
“Charolais.” At this point the ladies
were scratching their heads a little,
but John continued.
“You will work in teams of three,”
John said. “One will be the gate, one
will be the sorter, and one will be in
the turn-back position.”
Assisted by his daughter, Lauren,
and family friend Kristen Reynolds,
they demonstrated how “easy” it is
to sort. The “sorter” calls out a cow—
for instance, “the brown”—and then
moves his or her horse to face the
middle of that cow. The chosen cow
then begins to move away and pushes the other cattle along. The sorter
tries to cut the chosen cow from the
herd, assisted by the turn-back rider. Once the chosen cow is alone, the
gate keeper opens the “gate” by moving out of the way so that the cow can
easily pass into the next pen.
Once the demonstration was completed, John left the “sorting” ladies
in the capable hands of Kristen and
took the rest out on a trail ride. In the
end, teamwork prevailed, and most
of the “sorting” ladies got it, except
for the occasional reminder of terminology… “What’s the name of the
cream colored cow, again?”

Sharon Jantzen

Social time and relaxation
Dinner that night was served in
the Parkfield Cafe, where V6 Ranch
caters to many loyal customers and
several new (and curious) ones every week, Thursday through Sunday.
John’s wife, Barbara, oversees the
kitchen activities, and all meals are
made from scratch, using V6’s own
grass-fed beef, Central Coast produce
and other local products, like Brian’s Bread. The ladies and I enjoyed
chicken off the grill, bread and salad. Dessert was homemade mud pie,
which really hit the spot. Local beer
was on tap, and Central Coast wines
were available.
There is something magical about
sitting together with a good group
of friends after a long day of ranch
life. The ladies were able to enjoy the
fruits of their labor, so to speak, as
they talked and joked about the day’s
activities. By the time I left, the ladies had been well-worked, well-fed
and were ready for a good night’s rest
before a big day of rounding up cattle in the hills. I later found out that
this took about 7 hours. Riding over
ridges and down into valleys, the ladies were awed by incredible Central
Coast vistas. Definitely not an ordinary day…
Continued on the next page.
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Continued from the previous page.
Visit V6
V6 Ranch welcomes groups of 20 or more who want
the real-life “working cattle ranch experience”. Riders
can choose to bring their own horses, or rent V6 Ranch
horses. The rides and activities can be long and arduous,
so a personal horse must be in good shape to get the most
out of the experience. Accommodations for a group may
vary, and members can choose to camp in their own rig
or tent, stay in a 6-room cattle ranch bunkhouse, or enjoy the comfortable Parkfield Inn Lodge. Custom activities are scheduled for every group, and will most likely
involve doing some kind of “work” on the ranch.
V6 Ranch also offers numerous events throughout the
year, from Dude Ranch Weekends and Rodeos to Barb’s
Wild Weekend. Check out the event schedule and plan
your own extraordinary trip to V6 Ranch in Parkfield.
Bring the whole family! /
All photos in this article are by Sharon Jantzen.
Sharon Jantzen, the daughter of PVPHA President Charlene O’Neil, is a former Pony Clubber, eventer and dressage rider who balanced training and showing with
getting a college degree from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo,
becoming a wife and raising a family. In addition to
writing for SLO Horse News, she is the website’s publisher, director and advertising/promotions manager.
This article is reprinted from slohorsenews.net with permission from the publisher.

Bruce Harnishfeger

A lone coyote on the Botanic Gardens landfill.
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Straight from the horse’s mouth:
Popular horse-centric expressions
by MELODY COLBERT
corresponding secretary
Ever wonder what they mean when
people say, “Don’t look a gift horse in
the mouth?” Well, hold your horses—
there’s no need to pony up for this
knowledge! Here are some popular
horse-centric expressions, their origins and their present-day meaning:
Straight from the horse’s mouth
To hear something direct from
the person concerned or responsible, rather than receive secondhand
information. In horse racing circles,
tips on which horse is a likely winner
circulate amongst bettors. The most
trusted authorities are considered to
be those in closest touch with the recent form of the horse, such as stable hands, trainers etc. The notional
‘from the horse’s mouth’ is supposed
to indicate one step better than even
that inner circle—the horse itself.
This does not apply in any way to
barn gossip, which is taken as gospel
no matter how far from the horse’s
mouth it has traveled.
Pony up
Phrase meaning to “pay up.” It has
uncertain roots, but it is primarily
an American expression. It is a very,
very familiar expression to equine
owners for whom this is a frequent,
usually daily, practice.
Healthy as a horse
To be very healthy. Equine owners
know this to be an oxymoron.
A high horse
An attitude of arrogant superiority.

The expression comes from the time
when mainly the upper class rode
horses, so someone on a horse would
act arrogant and superior when dealing with the average person and of
course be higher than the average
person both literally and socially.
Telling someone to “get off their high
horse” is akin to telling them to telling them to stop being so arrogant.
We generally laugh at these people
because we know that once they get
off, they have great difficulty getting
back on.
Hold your horses!
A command to wait or have patience. The origin is unclear, but
gymkhana competitors are generally
unfamiliar with the term.
Horse around
To engage in childish play or frivolous activity. For example, “Stop
horsing around and get back to work.”

For horse owners, “horsing around”
means mucking, exercising, cleaning
tack, repairing fences, grooming, and
other strenuous activities.
Dark horse
Someone who wins a competition
(or does unexpectedly well), despite
not being well-known and not being
expected to win. This was originally
a racing term to describe a horse that
wins a race despite being less known
than the other horses in the race. We
all know why the dark horse wins—
his owner doesn’t have to spend as
much time getting the grime off him,
and consequently spends more time
on valuable training!
Feeling his oats
Used to describe someone who is
acting more energetic than usual,
or even excessively energetic. Many
horses are equally capable of feeling
Continued on the next page.
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Continued from the previous page.
their alfalfa!
Horse of a different color
An unrelated or irrelevant matter,
or something that has a different significance or answer. Example: “I can
work all day, but working at night is
a horse of a different color.” This is
also what you get when you body clip
your horse.
Horse sense
Used to mean common sense. For
example: “He may not be that smart,
but he has loads of horse sense.” A
more accurate, modern definition
would be the trait of a very nervous
individual who jumps at sudden
sounds or movement, runs away from
anything new and screams when his
buddies leave the room.
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Don’t look a gift horse in
the mouth
Means that one should accept a
gift gratefully rather than criticizing
it for being imperfect. The expression
comes from the fact that one used to
examine a horse’s teeth to evaluate
its age and health—in other words, its
value. So, to look a gift horse in the
mouth would be to question the value
of a gift. Does anyone really need to
look in a horse’s mouth to know that
the maintenance costs of the “gift”
will far exceed its present value?
Ride roughshod over
To treat someone harshly and
without concern for his or her welfare. A roughshod horse was one
that still had nails sticking out of its
shoes (perhaps to improve traction
on soft ground) so being ridden over

by a roughshod horse would seem to
be a particularly painful and damaging experience. If you ask me, being ridden over, stepped on, pushed
aside, or pulled by any horse—shod
or unshod—is a painful and damaging experience!
Work horse
Used to describe a hard-working
individual, especially in comparison
to others. The expression was previously used to describe a horse which
is used primarily for labor, such as a
plow horse, rather than more skilled
but less taxing activities, e.g. riding
or racing. This provides the background for this expression when applied to people. This is an antiquated
expression that now may be used as
an insult to describe someone who
only works when forced to do so. /
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JOIN THE PVPHA

Interested in writing or
photography?

To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association, clip and mail this form to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

The Dispatch is always looking
for volunteer writers and photographers to help fill its next
issue. Contact the editor at
pvpha2010@gmail.com for
more information.

Dispatch
Advertising
Rates
and Policy

Name:
Address:
City:

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)
Quarter Page (4″×5″)		
Business Card (2½″×4″)
Classified - per line		

State:			ZIP:
E-mail:
Phone No.:
 This is a membership renewal.
Please indicate how much you would like to donate;
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:
		Household membership

$

35.00

		Tax-deductible contribution
		
to Trail Protection Fund
$
					Total:

Two-line classified ads are free to
members.
SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in
advance, and the 12th month is free!
Please make checks payable to
PVPHA and mail them to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274
Email camera-ready ad copy to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

$

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President
			
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 			
Sean Martin, VP Fiscal Affairs
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs
		
Tiffany Chiu, VP Education				
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer 				
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary 			
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary		

$150
$75
$35
$20
$2

310-548-3663
310-377-7657
310-378-9412
310-770-4468
310-413-4679
310-427-4378

Any additional printing costs must
be paid by the advertiser.
DEADLINE for the receipt of
ads is the 20th of the month.
Need an ad designed?
Dispatch editor Nicole Mooradian can help. Email her at
nicole@nicolemooradian.com
for rates.

The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a
publication of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula
Horsemen’s
Association, a charitable nonprofit organization classified by the IRS as a
publicly supported tax-exempt organization. Please direct all editorial
correspondence to:
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

