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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
May 9

RHE Mayor’s Ride
Info: 310-377-1577
Chandler Park
May 10

LSAC horse show
Info: palosverdes.com/lsac
Ernie Howlett Park
May 17

South Bay Equestrian LLC
English horse show
Info: Page 5
Ernie Howlett Park
May 21

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
June 14

South Bay Equestrian LLC
English horse show
Info: Page 5
Ernie Howlett Park

Richard Fowell

Riders finish the last leg of the Palos Verdes Loop Trail Relay and arrive at Ernie
Howlett Park on May 2. To adopt a Loop Trail segment, contact melcolbert@aol.com.

next pvpha general meeting: May 21

June 18

Vet to discuss stem cell research

June 28

by MELODY COLBERT
Corresponding Secretary

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
LSAC horse show
Info: palosverdes.com/lsac
Ernie Howlett Park

Events listed here are not necessarily
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. To add an event, send the
information to pvpha2010@gmail.com.

Dr. Sylvia Ouellette is scheduled to present at the next Palos Verdes
Peninsula Horsemen’s Association general meeting, scheduled for May
21. She will speak on leg issues and new veterinary treatment options,
including stem cell therapy.
Ouellette graduated from the University of California at Davis in 1991
with a Bachelors of Science in Zoology and a Doctorate of Veterinary
Medicine in 1995. She began practicing in Southern California at the
racetrack circuit upon graduation. In 2001, Ouellette left the rack to pursue her own practice, specializing in lameness in the sport horse world
around the greater Los Angeles area.
The meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. at the Empty Saddle Club. As a
reminder, attendees are asked to leave their dogs at home. /
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NEWS BRIEFS
PVPHA board positions up for election
The following positions on the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association Board of Directors are up for
election at the July general membership meeting: vice
president of fiscal affairs, vice president of education, recording secretary and treasurer.
Betsy Schoettlin, the current vice president of education, and Kelly Yates, the vice president of fiscal affairs,
have said they are not running for re-election.
Those who are interested in running or nominating
someone for one of the four positions should contact
nominating committee chair Melody Colbert at 310-4274378 or melcolbert@aol.com.
Volunteer program for emergency horse
evacuations seeks volunteers
The Los Angeles County Department of Animal Care
and Control plans to reach out to potential volunteers in
Rolling Hills Estates regarding its volunteer program for
emergency horse evacuations, according to a letter sent to
RHE City Manager Doug Prichard.
The Equine Response Team is composed of volunteers who assist Animal Care and Control in emergencies to help horses that are in harm’s way. ERT members
are trained in fire safety, disaster psychology, human and
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equine first aid, and more.
Once Animal Care and Control has updated its ERT
policies, it will begin recruiting additional volunteers.
Past PVPHA President Dale Allen recognized for
service to Rolling Hills Estates
At its April 28 meeting, the Rolling Hills Estates City
Council recognized past PVPHA president and longtime
RHE resident Dale Allen for his service to the community.
“Dale Allen is a devoted City volunteer assisting in the
development of the Chandler Ranch Development Project
Agreement and serving on the Equestrian Center Design
Ad Hoc Committee,” according to the city’s proclamation.
“(He) is a local treasure who is and will forever remain a
member of the City of Rolling Hills Estates family.” /

Classified
FOR SALE: Schleese Dressage Saddle for Sale
$2500 OBO 17.5 serial number 910850909 Triumph Call 310-739-8605 or visit Gee Gee Equestrian Boutique
FOR SALE: Henri de Rivel Pro Show Jumping
saddle 16.5 hardly used $500 Call 310-739-8605 or
visit Gee Gee Equestrian Boutique
FOR SALE: Hermes English saddle, 16". Excellent
condition. $500 OBO. Call Pat 310-530-2720.
For Sale: Ladies Western Saddle—Circle Y 15"15½" Excellent condition. $500. Call Sue: 310-3776767.
GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell
Tack; Rent/Find a Stall. List your ad (including
pictures and unlimited words) FREE at
palosverdeshorses.net.
Two-line classified advertisements are free to PVPHA members. To submit an ad, email it to the Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@gmail.com.

Richard Fowell

Past PVPHA President Dale Allen is honored by the city of
Rolling Hills Estates.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Palos Verdes Loop Trail Relayphoto			
Events calendar				
May meeting information				
News briefs				
Classified				
PWEC improvements materializing			
Date set for final Sunnyside Ridge meeting
South Bay Equestrian takes over ETI shows
Meet the PVPHA Board of Directors			
City: Take your dogs to the dog park			
Distemper detected in local raccoons			
Membership form and Dispatch ad rates		

1
1
1
2
2
3
4
5
6
9
10
11

Vol. XXIX, Issue 5

PVPHA Dispatch • 3

PWEC improvements materializing
by DOREEN HOULE
Special to the Dispatch
As most equestrians in the community know, improvements for Peter Weber Equestrian Center have
been talked about for years. Now,
they are finally materializing.
The project consists of the construction of a new 24-stall barn, manure stockpile building, horse wash
racks and planters with a water filtration system. Two arenas will also
be rebuilt to include a drainage system and dust-free footing, while the
driveway will be repaved and sidewalks added.
The work by Act 1 Construction
began in December. If all goes as
planned, the barn will be upright
and one arena will be completed by
the end of April. It is everyone’s hope
to have the project completed by the
end of June. /
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Date set for final Sunnyside Ridge
community outreach meeting
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch editor

City of Rancho Palos Verdes

A third and final community outreach meeting for the
Sunnyside Ridge Trail Improvement Project will take
place at the Miraleste Intermediate School library on May
6 at 7 p.m., according to Senior Administrative Analyst
Lauren Ramezani of the city of Rancho Palos Verdes.
“As you are aware, this will be the final outreach meeting with ... interested parties,” Ramezani wrote. “After
that meeting, the project plans and specification will be
finalized. Staff plans to present the final project plans to
the City Council for approval, prior to going out for competitive bids.”
The Sunnyside Ridge Trail will begin in the RPV trail
easement at 2477 Sunnyside Ridge Road and ends on
Palos Verdes Drive East between 27804 PVDE and 27772
PVDE. It will connect with the Conestoga Trail, from
which users can access Rolling Hills Estates amenities.
So far, the project scope includes improvements to the
trail that include brush removal; site grading; construction of retaining walls and screening elements adjacent
to two neighboring properties; and construction of an elevated crossing over the ravine at 2477 Sunnyside Ridge
Road, according to the city. The trail will be designed for
equestrian and pedestrian use.
Funding for the project comes from a City Council-approved grant and the city of Rancho Palos Verdes itself.
Questions about the project can be addressed to Ramezani at 310-544-5245 or LaurenR@rpvca.gov.
Miraleste Intermediate School is located at 29323
Palos Verdes Drive East in Rancho Palos Verdes. /
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South Bay Equestrian LLC
takes over ETI horse shows
SBE shows to be held at same time, place as ETI shows.
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch Editor
South Bay Equestrian LLC has taken over the local English horse show
circuit after a “change in the status
of ETI Corral 8 due to circumstances
beyond our control which has resulted in the cessation of our ETI English
horse shows,” according to a letter
sent to the Rolling Hills Estates City
Council by SBE co-founders Larry
Lean and Mary Inferrera.
“For over 50 years local horse competition on the Peninsula has been a
tradition and part of our horse culture,” Lean and Inferrera wrote. “The
local impact of not having the local
unrated shows would be devastating. In addition, the loss of the Las
Amigas charity show precipitated

a response from ETI Corral 8 that
would have generated money for the
Orthopaedic Institute for Children as
a substitute. As ETI Corral 8 cannot
hold horse shows anymore, SBE has
agreed to hold a benefit show to continue that tradition.”
The first replacement show was
held April 26. The other shows will
be held the same dates as the planned
ETI shows—May 17, June 14, July 19
and Sept. 13, with a rain date set for
Sept. 27.
The July 19 horse show will be a
charity show featuring double high
points and benefitting the Orthopaedic Institute for Children.
All shows will be held at Ernie
Howlett Park in Rolling Hills Estates.
According to a post on the SBE
Facebook page, the shows offer an

array of classes, including walk-trot,
jumpers and hunt teams.
“We offer added back cash prizes
for all jumper classes in several divisions, grouped by height for our
dedicated jumper riders,” according
to the Facebook page. “Hunter riders
can participate in the hunt teams (or)
the Hunter Classic, or enter Medal
classes, which we offer for all levels
of riding.”
Beginners can choose between
the standard format cross rails division and the “tiny timbers” division,
which has regular over fences course
designs, but use cross rails.
For more information on SBE
shows, visit horseshowtime.com. /
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Meet the PVPHA
Board of Directors
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch Editor
Editor’s note: In preparation for
the election at the July general membership meeting, we thought that we
would introduce you to the current
members of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association Board
of Directors.
The positions of vice president of
fiscal affairs, vice president of education, recording secretary and treasurer will be up for election.
Charlene O’Neil, President
When she was 5 years old, Charlene O’Neil asked for a pony for
Christmas—even though they lived
in Los Angeles! According to her parents, she ran to the garage on Christmas morning to find her pony.
She didn’t get any ponies until she
moved to Palos Verdes—or “paradise,” as she calls it—and now she’s
working hard to learn dressage with
her Connemara, Theo.
“Dressage (is) the hardest discipline I have encountered,” she said.
O’Neil is a former teacher and tennis pro, as well as the coordinator
of Junior Team Tennis for the L.A.
Strings for five counties. She now
works as a Realtor that specializes in
horse property.
As the president of the PVPHA,
O’Neil presides over monthly board
meetings. She encourages activities,
educational endeavours and events
relating to the horse community. She
also keeps abreast of local issues (e.g.

trails, horsemanship, horse shows,
benefits, and clinics) and gives input
to local leadership on items that may
impact the horse community.
“I am honored to be the PVPHA
president and have the smartest,
most creative and energetic Board I
have ever had the privilege to work
with!” O’Neil said.
Nancy Wildman, Vice President
of Membership
Nancy Wildman is a former chemistry teacher and lifelong horse enthusiast. She is currently a substitute teacher for the Palos Verdes and
Long Beach Unified School Districts.
“I got bit by the ‘horse bug’ shortly after my family moved to Rolling
Hills Estates in 1964,” Wildman said.
“I still haven’t gotten over it.”
Wildman has been the vice president of membership since 2011.
Keeping members informed and the
membership lists current is a general description of her duties. Specific responsibilities include sending
the Dispatch monthly newsletter to
members via email or through the
post office, as well as delivering copies to a variety of locations around
town; notifying members of upcoming equestrian-related events in the
community; organizing and conducting membership drives; maintaining
an up-to-date PVPHA membership
roster; and preparing and sending renewal notices to members annually.
Should you ever need help with
your membership or information
about local equestrian events, feel

Counterclockwise from top left: Charlene O’Neil, Nancy Wildman, Kelly Yates,
Sharon Yarber, Betsy Schoettlin, Michelle Sanborn, Erin Ryan, Melody Colbert.
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The women featured here keep the
Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s
Association running smoothly.
free to contact Wildman by voice or
text at 310-729-3266 or via email at
pvpha.membership@gmail.com.
Kelly Yates, Vice President of
Fiscal Affairs
Kelly Yates, a longtime equestrian
on the Hill, is the PVPHA’s vice president of fiscal affairs.
“Basically, I see my job as being in
charge of ‘all things fun,’” Yates said.
As part of her job, Yates is in charge
of the annual Poker Ride held in conjunction with the Rolling Hills Estates City Celebration. She also puts
together assorted clinics.
Yates does not plan to run for reelection to the board.
Sharon Yarber, Vice President
of Civic Affairs
As the vice president of civic affairs, Yarber oversees communications and coordinates communication with government bodies and
other influential organizations. She
attends meetings with government
bodies, and she works with the president to direct and coordinate efforts
against activities and developments
that would have an adverse effect on
the local equestrian community.
Betsy Schoettlin, Vice President
of Education
Betsy Schoettlin is the PVPHA’s
vice president of education. Her job
duties include planning and organizing speakers and events for the
monthly membership meetings.
Schoettlin does not plan to run for
re-election to the board.

Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer
For as long as she can remember,
Michelle Sanborn has loved horses.
“I loved them so much that starting at 14 years old, I would take the
bus from Torrance up to Palos Verdes
and go door-to-door, letting people know that I exercised horses for
free,” she said. “Some people closed
the door on me, and others invited
me around back to introduce me to
their horses. One horse led to eight in
one summer!”
These days she doesn’t work in
the equestrian industry, though she
wishes she did. Her day job is helping clients with their financial, tax,
and estate planning. Her three kids—
Riley, 14; Rachel, 12; and Wade, 7—
keep her busy, too, as does her quarter horse, Hobbes.
“Hobbes and I are very much looking forward to showing in the ‘No
Frills’ division of the Los Serranos
Award Circuit this year,” Sanborn
said. “Hope to see you there, too.”
As the PVPHA Treasurer, Sanborn
does what people may expect—handles the money. She processes membership and advertising payments,
and pays the bills. Because of her
background, she also handles the insurance and taxes.
“Maybe it doesn’t sound like much
fun, but keeping things orderly is my
business, and I love it,” she said.
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary
Preparing minutes for every board
meeting is the biggest part of Erin
Ryan’s job as the PVPHA’s recording
secretary. Not only does Ryan record
Continued on the next page.
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Continued from the previous page.
the minutes of each meeting, she also
distributes them to the board, as well
as reminds everyone when the next
meeting will be.
Melody Colbert,
Corresponding Secretary
The PVPHA often needs to send
business letters to representatives of
local government and other organizations and individuals, in support of
trails and horse-keeping. Well-written correspondence on our official
letterhead makes a positive impres-
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sion and supports our reputation as
a guiding force for maintaining the
equestrian lifestyle in Palos Verdes.
Nicole Mooradian,
Dispatch Editor
Nicole Mooradian has edited the
Dispatch for nearly 5 years. Her job
duties as editor include writing articles, taking photos, laying out each
issue, attending board meetings and,
of course, editing articles submitted
by contributors.
Though she attends the monthly
board meetings as the Dispatch editor, Mooradian
is not elected
and only votes to
break a tie.
Mooradian is
a public information assistant in
the Los Angeles
County Fire Department’s Communications Section, where she

works on the internal newsletter and
social media.
Prior to joining the fire department, Nicole created and ran
MyRedondo.com, a local news website covering Redondo Beach. She
was the editor of Redondo Beach
Patch and Palos Verdes Patch; a parttime researcher at the Los Angeles
Times; and an online news editor at
KPHO-TV in Phoenix, where she won
two Emmy awards with the station’s
investigative unit. /

Nicole Mooradian
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City: Take your dogs to the dog park
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch Editor
The city of Rolling Hills Estates
would like to remind dog owners that
while dogs are welcome along designated trails, open spaces and city
parks, all canines must be kept on a
leash under the full control of their
owners, per city code. Owners are responsible for their dogs’ behavior at
all times.
Additionally, all dog waste must be
picked up immediately.
“We appreciate your cooperation
in following these city laws,” according to city staff. “Please understand
that failure to do so may result in a
citation or misdemeanor, depending
on the infraction.”
According to the city, it’s important that dog owners follow these requirements for the safety of all trail
users, including those of the canine
variety, and to protect wildlife in the
surrounding area.
If dog owners wish to let their furry friends run around off-leash, there
are several dog parks between Redondo Beach and Long Beach that
are open to the public:
Rancho Caninos Dog Park
30940 Hawthorne Blvd.
Rancho Palos Verdes
310-377-0360
Redondo Beach Dog Park at
Dominguez Park
300 Flagler Lane
Redondo Beach
310-376-9263
Knob Hill Dog Park
705-711 N. Front St.
San Pedro
310-514-0338

Rancho Caninos Dog Park in Rancho Palos Verdes

Uptown Dog Park
4600 Long Beach Blvd.
Long Beach
562-570-3111
Wrigley Heights Dog Park
3401 Golden Ave.
Long Beach

Nicole Mooradian

562-570-3111
Rosie’s Dog Beach
Beach between Granada and
Roycroft avenues
Long Beach
562-570-3111. /
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Distemper on the rise in local raccoons
Virus can be fatal to dogs, but vaccine is available.
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
Dispatch Editor
Since early December 2014, Los
Angeles County has seen up to 129
reported cases of distemper in raccoons, according to a Facebook post
from Point Vicente Animal Hospital.
Of those cases, six have been confirmed; 123 are suspected.
“At this time, the animals at greatest risk for contracting distemper are
other raccoons in our area,” according
to the Facebook post. “However, it can
be transmitted from one species to another, so it is important to make sure
your dogs are properly vaccinated and
that their vaccines are up to date.”

Canine distemper, a type of morbillivirus, is “a contagious, incurable, often fatal, multi-systemic viral disease
that affects the respiratory, gastrointestinal and central nervous systems,”
according to Point Vicente Animal
Hospital. The virus is transmitted between animals through the air, and the
incubation period is five to 14 days.
Clinical signs include secondary
bacterial infections, especially involving the respiratory tract; ataxia, which
is a loss of the ability to coordinate
muscular movement; and central nervous system signs, including seizures.
Once the leading cause of death
in unvaccinated puppies, canine distemper occurs worldwide; however,

since the development of a vaccine
in the early 1960s, it tends to occur
only in sporadic outbreaks in domestic dogs. It is fairly common in other
wildlife, including raccoons, skunks
and foxes.
To prevent distemper, the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health recommends that residents
make sure their dogs’ vaccinations
are up-to-date; don’t leave pet food
or water outside, as this could attract
wildlife; and report any suspected
cases of distemper.
For more information about distemper in Los Angeles County, visit
http://1.usa.gov/1GX8zTQ. /
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JOIN THE PVPHA

Interested in writing or
photography?

To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association, clip and mail this form to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

Dispatch
Advertising
Rates
and Policy

Name:
Address:
City:
State:			

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″×10″)
Half Page (4″×10″ / 8″×5″)
Quarter Page (4″×5″)		
Business Card (2½″×4″)
Classified - per line		

ZIP:

E-mail:
Phone No.:
 This is a membership renewal.
Please indicate how much you would like to donate;
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:
		Household membership
		
		

The Dispatch is always looking
for volunteer writers and photographers to help fill its next
issue. Contact the editor at
pvpha2010@gmail.com for
more information.

$

35.00

Tax-deductible contribution
to Trail Protection Fund
$

					

Total:

Two-line classified ads are free to
members.
SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in
advance, and the 12th month is free!
Please make checks payable to
PVPHA and mail them to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274
Email camera-ready ad copy to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

$

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President
			
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 			
Kelly Yates, VP Fiscal Affairs				
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs
		
Betsy Schoettlin, VP Education			
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer 				
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary 			
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary		

$150
$75
$35
$20
$2

310-548-3663
310-377-7657
310-704-7226
310-378-9412
310-465-1379
310-770-4468
310-413-4679
310-427-4378

Any additional printing costs must
be paid by the advertiser.
DEADLINE for the receipt of
ads is the 20th of the month.
Need an ad designed?
Dispatch editor Nicole Mooradian can help. Email her at
nicole@nicolemooradian.com
for rates.

The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a
publication of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula
Horsemen’s
Association, a charitable nonprofit organization classified by the IRS as a
publicly supported tax-exempt organization. Please direct all editorial
correspondence to:
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

