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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
April 5-7

Lee Smith video clinic
Info: 310-345-3274
Ernie Howlett Park
April 9, 10, 16 & 30

Louise Koch dressage clinic
Info: 310-377-3507
Portuguese Bend Riding Club
April 17

PVPHA general meeting
Empty Saddle Club
April 27

ETI Corral 8 horse show
Info: eticorral8horseshows.com
Ernie Howlett Park

Dispatch
PVPHA.org

Los Serranos Award Circuit
adds gymkhana, ‘no frills’ divisions
by CHRIS WOLF
special to the dispatch
The summer show season is just
around the corner, and Los Serranos Award Circuit is making some
big changes to their class offerings.
The show’s board of directors “wants
to make LSAC more approachable to
our local community.”
To reach out to younger riders,
LSAC has added a gymkhana division. Keyhole, poles, cloverleaf barrels and “Big T” will be offered in
both youth (12 and under) and junior

April 28

Equestrian committee meeting
RHE City Hall
April 30

Louise Koch dressage clinic
Info: 310-377-3507
Portuguese Bend Riding Club
May 4

LSAC horse show
Info: palosverdes.com/lsac
Ernie Howlett Park
May 3

Ride to Fly Country Carnival
Info: ridetofly.com
Empty Saddle Club
May 3

Annamay Naef Memorial
Gymkhana
Info: mphequineproductions.com
Empty Saddle Club
Events listed here are not necessarily
sponsored or endorsed by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. To add an event, send the
information to pvpha2010@gmail.com.

April 2014

(13-18) divisions.
“The board recognizes there are
lots (of) kids riding in our community, but they have to travel to Fullerton or Norco to compete,” said LSAC
Director of Sponsorship Chris Wolf.
“We are hoping that these gymkhana
classes will appeal to both the kids
and their parents, providing more
local opportunities to show, without
having to incur the time and expense
of hauling.”
In addition to the gymkhana division, show management has added a
See “LSAC,” Page 2.

next pvpha general meeting: April 17

April meeting: Dr. Larry Kelly
to share Mexico experiences
by CHARLENE O’NEIL
President
Join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association at its April
17 meeting to hear local veterinarian Dr. Larry Kelly share his experience
of performing dental work as part of his mission to Mexico in fall 2013.
During this trip, Kelly treated more than 400 equines—horses, mules
and burros. His slide show is heartwarming, and his “open your eyes”
tale of his trudge through small towns, the gratefulness and spirit of the
poor, and the team that volunteers their hours and equipment makes
this a can’t-miss evening.
The meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. April 17 at the Empty Saddle Club
in Rolling Hills Estates. As a reminder, the Empty Saddle Club requests
that meeting attendees leave their dogs at home. /
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LSAC: New divisions
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Continued from the previous page.
“no frills” division of classes, including trail, horsemanship and western pleasure. This division is open to riders
of all ages. No special tack or clothes are required—just a
western shirt, pants, boots and a hat or helmet.
“The ‘no frills’ division was added to appeal to our local
community,” said LSAC Co-President Trish Harik. “The
classes are not PCHA-rated, and are a great opportunity
for our local riders to come out with their (horses) and try
their hand at something new.”
The LSAC board hopes these new classes will better
meet the needs and interests of our local community.
“We’re starting with just a few classes to test the waters,” Harik said. “We hope that once the members of
our community realize there is a less expensive option
to showing right here in our own backyard, that we will
have enough interest to expand the ‘no frills’ division to
include walk/jog, novice and limit classes.”
The new divisions “would not have been possible without the recent change in footing in arena No. 2” at Ernie
Howlett Park, according to show manager Becky Martin.
The city is in the process of removing the all-weather GGT
footing from the second arena and replacing it with sand.
LSAC’s shows are scheduled for May 4, June 29, July
27 and Aug. 10 at Ernie Howlett Park in Rolling Hills Estates. Ribbons are awarded to sixth place at each show.
At the end of the show season, the overall champion
and reserve champion in each class with a minimum of
three riders at each show will be awarded their choice of
cash, a trophy, or buckle. For more information and show
premiums, visit the website at palosverdes.com/lsac. /
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NEWS BRIEFS
Valmonte Canyon trail to close this week
The Valmonte Canyon Horse Trail in Palos Verdes Estates will be closed for repairs during the week of April
7-11, according to a message from the city.
Originally scheduled for the first week of April, the
work was postponed for weather reasons.
The trail will be closed from Via Valmonte and Palos
Verdes Drive North through the lower PVE city limits.

said that it was unsuitable for reining events.
“We’d like to thank the city for their support of our
show,” LSAC Show Manager Becky Martin said in a news
release. “The gymkhana and reining divisions would not
have been possible without the recent change in footing
in Arena No. 2.”
The city plans to keep some of the GGT material to improve arena No. 1. The rest will be sold.

Ernie Howlett arena No. 2 to close for renovation
Arena No. 2 at Ernie Howlett Park in Rolling Hills Estates will be closed through mid-April for renovations, according to a message from RHE Maintenance Supervisor
Mike Goldsmith.
The closure was expected to start March 27; Goldsmith
anticipates that the work will take about three weeks to
complete, according to his email.
Workers will be removing the GGT all-weather footing from the arena and replacing it with sand. The change
was authorized by the RHE City Council earlier this year
after some riders and Los Serranos Award Circuit officials

ETI, LSAC release show schedules
The websites for ETI Corral 8 and the Los Serranos
Awards Circuit have been updated with the competition
schedule for the 2014 season.
ETI will hold its English horse shows on April 27, May
18, June 22, July 20 and Sept. 14, with a rain date set for
Sept. 28.
LSAC’s western shows will be held May 4, June 29,
July 27 and Aug. 10.
For more information, visit eticorral8horseshows.com
and palosverdes.com/lsac. /

MELODY COLBERT

On March 29, 14 volunteers graduated from training for the Volunteer Trail Watch program created by Barbara
Ailor under the auspices of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy and the city of Rancho Palos Verdes.
VTW participants must spend a minimum of four hours per month in the seven nature preserves in Rancho Palos
Verdes, where they assist preserve visitors by offering interpretive services such as advising visitors about preserve rules, giving directions to lost people, or calling for help in the case of injuries or accidents. Three Palos
Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association members—Sharon Yarber, Wayne Lund and Richard Fowell—are part
of the newest crop of volunteers. /
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EXTREME MAKEOVER:
by CHARLENE O’NEIL
president

Sofia Santos, 15, will compete in
the first-ever youth division at the
Extreme Mustang Makeover competition in Norco. The EMM event gives
trainers 120 days to train a randomly assigned mustang before competing with it in the finals, scheduled for
May 16-17. While adults train older
mustangs, the youth division pairs
competitors with mustang yearlings.
Sofia’s answers have been edited
for grammar, style and clarity.
PVPHA: What motivated you to
train a Mustang yearling? Who
were your contacts?

sheryl steckel

Sofia Santos, 15, poses with Remington, a yearling mustang she is training
for the Norco Extreme Mustang Makeover competition.

Sofia Santos: The Mustang Makeover is something I have always
wanted to do. The whole competition
sounded like so much fun. I did it for
experience and the chance to compete in the EMM and just enjoy working with a yearling and teaching him
by myself.
Cheryl Dair contacted me about
five days before the application was
due. If it wasn’t for her, I probably
wouldn’t have realized there was a
competition in Norco this year.
Liz Holmes and Michelle Mathes
are some other people who helped
me get my mustang. Their trailer was
the only suitable one I could find that
was approved by the Bureau of Land
Management. They took the day off
from work and survived a 12-hour
trip with me and my sister to pick up
and bring my mustang home.
My other contact/lifesaver was Val
Kelly. I told her along with some other ladies about EMM and how I need
to find a very large place to keep my
mustang. She automatically volun-
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Local teen trains mustang for competition
teered herself to have me stay at her
barn on her property. I started to cry
out of sheer joy. I am so thankful for
all of these people.
What’s the horse’s name?
His name is Remington, but I like to
call him “Remy” for short. He came
from the Bureau of Land Management.
How long will you have him?
One hundred and twenty days, so until mid-May.
Are there special requirements
for housing Remy?

the day I brought him home, Feb. 14,
or Valentines Day.
Is anyone helping you with
training?
I don’t have someone who comes and
helps me regularly, but I do have different friends come over and tell me
their opinions about what I should do
with my yearling.
Can you give an example of
your training and his progress?
Recently, I have been training him
to side pass and back up with quick-

er reflexes to my actions. I have been
able to receive much better reactions
due to his quick progress.
He is so incredibly smart, willing,
and open minded to everything I introduce him to and having an amazing bond with him helps too.
What happens to him when you
are finished with his training?
After our training, we will attend the
EMM competition and will compete
for cash and prizes. After the competition there will be an auction, and
whoever bids highest on him will get
to keep him. /

You need 5 foot tall fencing, and the
area must be at least 400 square feet.
How long have you been working with him?
I have been working with Remy since

Classified
GO ONLINE: Buy/Sell/Lease a Horse; Buy/Sell Tack; Rent/Find a
Stall. List your ad (including pictures and unlimited words) FREE at
palosverdeshorses.net.
Two-line classified advertisements are free to PVPHA members. To
submit a classified advertisement, email it to the editor of the Dispatch at pvpha2010@gmail.com.

6 • PVPHA Dispatch

April 2014

Mounted shooting hits the mark
Riders of all ages compete in Murrieta contest hosted by
Southern California Cowboy Mounted Shooting Association
by SHARON YARBER
V.P. of fiscal affairs
The Southern California Cowboy
Mounted Shooting Association contest on March 22-23 in Murrieta was
a new and exciting adventure for this
writer to watch.
In a mounted shooting event, riders compete in one of many catego-

ries based on age, gender and skill
level. The riders at the March competition ranged in age from a 10-yearold boy to a 70-year-old woman. Each
day there are three different courses
set up where riders shoot real guns—
using blanks instead of bullets, of
course—at a total of 12 balloons for
each ride. Six of the balloons are light
colored; six are dark.

Typically, the rider runs the course
and tries to shoot the light colored
balloons first using the first of his two
guns, then continues on, usually gaining speed. After quickly switching to
the second gun, the rider shoots the
six dark balloons.
The score is based on the time to
complete the course, with penalty adjustments of 5 additional seconds for

Andrea Kaus / Chaos Graphics / chaosgraphics.com

Horse trainer Kenny Lawson shoots from the off position during the Southern California Cowboy Mounted Shooting
Association competition on March 22-23 in Murrieta, Calif. Lawson won the competition, which is judged on speed and
accuracy.
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each balloon missed. It tests the skill
of the rider in both shooting accuracy
as well as speed.
It takes a very special horse to keep
its cool and focus while having a gun
shot off right next to its head! One of
the contestants said that once a horse
has been trained to ride in a mounted shooting environment successfully, its value increases dramatically.
Some of these trained horses sell for
$45,000 or more.
Do not worry about the horse’s
hearing! They wear earplugs and riders try to shoot at a 2 o’clock or later
position, so the target is still in front
or to the side of the rider but not right
next to the horse’s ear.
In the pistol shooting category,
each rider wears a specially designed
holster that holds two guns. Each gun
must be a single-action .45 revolver.
Single action means that the shooter
must cock the pistol by pulling back
the hammer for each shot. (A double-action revolver will automatically
cock the hammer; the shooter simply
needs to pull the trigger each time.)
A shooter will either shoot “off”—
over the arm holding the reins—or
“strong”—shooting in front, to the
side or even to the rear of the rider.
(See photos on the right of this column for examples of riders shooting
from the off and strong positions.)
There is also a shotgun competition where a long rifle or shotgun is
used instead of a pistol.
Word has it that once one has tried
this sport, one is hooked for life! This
writer plans to attend a practice session next month in Moreno Valley
and will let you know if she gets in
touch with her inner cowboy and becomes a new mounted shooter!
The Southern California group is
part of the national organization, and
there are many chapters. For more
information about the sport and upcoming countrywide events, visit
cowboymountedshooting.com. /
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TOP PHOTO: Rylee Lawson shoots from the “off” position, meaning that she
crosses her gun-arm over the arm holding the reins. Though she doesn’t
shoot with the gun next to her horse’s head, her horse still wears earplugs to
protect his hearing during the competition.

BOTTOM PHOTO: Madison Berry shoots from the strong position. When
shooting from this position, riders can shoot to the front, the side or the rear.

Andrea Kaus / Chaos Graphics / chaosgraphics.com
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Clinics and community:
PVPHA accomplishments in 2013
Here’s what the PVPHA Board of Directors worked on last year
to promote horsekeeping and foster community.
by CHARLENE O’NEIL
president
Throughout 2013, the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association Board of Directors worked to support
horsekeeping on the Hill and provide entertaining and
educational events for members.
Over the past year, the board organized clinics, held
meetings and demonstrations on a variety of topics,
worked to protect equestrians’ interests in city issues, donated funds to horse-related projects and hosted annual
favorite activities.
Here is a quick rundown of what the board of directors
did in 2013.
Clinics and demonstrations
In 2013, the PVPHA hosted and/or sponsored the following demonstrations and clinics at Ernie Howlett Park
and the Empty Saddle Club in Rolling Hills Estates.
• Cowboy Dressage clinic with Eitan Beth-Halachmy
• Demonstration, question-and-answer session and
two-day clinic with Wylene Wilson
• On-target (clicker) training clinic with Shawna
Karrasch
• Clipping and shaving demonstration with Lee
Smith
• Panel discussion with four local veterinarians on
equine emergencies

Civic issues
The PVPHA also advocated for equestrians on several
issues in Rolling Hills Estates and Rancho Palos Verdes.
• Wrote letter in support of RPV’s application for a
Los Angeles County grant for Sunnyside Trail
• Kept members informed of news related to the
now-canceled sale of Seahorse Riding Club
• Kept members abreast of developments regarding the trail crossing between the Rolling Hills
United Methodist Church/Rolling Hills Country
Day School property and the South Coast Botanic
Gardens near the Crenshaw tunnel
• Notified members of equestrian-related agenda
items at RHE City Council meetings
Community service and miscellany
The PVPHA also invested money and time in equestrian-related programs and activities in Palos Verdes to
promote equine activities.
• Supported the creation of the Volunteer Trail
Watch program for the Palos Verdes Peninsula
Land Conservancy
• Sponsored the Junior Drill Team, which consists
of numerous young riders from all disciplines
• Donated $500 to local Boy Scouts for renovation
of dressage arena at Dapplegray Park and bought
lunch for project volunteers
• Donated $250 to Dapplegray Homeowners Association for trail maintenance
• Raised more than $1,000 for the PVPHA and
RHE’s Peppertree Foundation with the annual
Poker Ride
• Produced Equine Emergency Information Card
containing contact details for local emergency resources and first aid information
Fun stuff
In addition to its other activities, the PVPHA also offered members the opportunity to get together and socialize throughout the year with old favorites and at least one
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photos contributed

Rancho Palos Verdes resident and Eagle Scout candidate Mark McHugh, 14, poses with his father, Douglas McHugh,
at the newly renovated dressage arena at Dapplegray Park in March 2013. At right, volunteers paint new fencing for
the dressage arena as part of McHugh’s Eagle Scout project.

new addition to its social calendar. Here are four events
that the organization hosted.
• Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival and accompanying chili feast
• Horse Jeopardy at the Empty Saddle Club with
more than a $100 in prize money
• Lone Ranger movie night with root beer floats

•

September ice cream social and fireside sing-along

The PVPHA board continues to work to fulfill its purpose of protecting horsekeeping on the Palos Verdes Peninsula and supporting the equestrian community. /
—Dispatch editor Nicole Mooradian
contributed to this report.
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PHOTOS: Locals ride in
Lee Smith video clinic
Editor’s note: The three photos below of the Lee Smith
video clinic at the beginning of April were taken by local veterinarian and photographer Ruth Sobeck. More
photos can be seen at ruthvsobeckdvm.smugmug.com/
Lee-Smith-clinic.
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Interested in writing or
photography?

JOIN THE PVPHA
To join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association, clip and mail this form to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274
Name:
Address:
City:

The Dispatch is always looking
for volunteer writers and photographers to help fill its next
issue. Contact the editor at
pvpha2010@gmail.com for
more information.

Dispatch
Advertising
Rates
and Policy

E-mail:

Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″ x 10″) $150
Half Page (4″ x 10″ / 8″ x 5″) $75
Quarter Page (4″ x 5″)
$35
Business Card (2 ½″ x 4″) $20
Per Line			
$2

Referred by:

Two-line classified ads are free to members. Ads must be paid in advance.

Please indicate how much you would like to donate;
checks should be made payable to PVPHA:

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in
advance, and the 12th month is free!

State:			

ZIP:

		

Household membership

		
		

Tax-deductible contribution
to Trail Protection Fund
$

					

Total:

$

35.00

Email camera-ready ad copy to the
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

$

PVPHA Board of Directors
Charlene O’Neil, President
			
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership 			
Kelly Yates, VP Fiscal Affairs				
Sharon Yarber, VP Civic Affairs
		
Betsy Schoettlin, VP Education			
Michelle Sanborn, Treasurer 				
Erin Ryan, Recording Secretary 			
Melody Colbert, Corresponding Secretary		
Dispatch edited by Nicole Mooradian.

Please mail checks payable to
PVPHA to
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
PVP, CA 90274

310-548-3663
310-377-7657
310-704-7226
310-378-9412
310-465-1379
310-770-4468
310-413-4679
310-427-4378

Any additional printing costs must
be paid by the advertiser.
DEADLINE for the receipt of
ads is the 20th of the month.
Need an ad designed?
Dispatch editor Nicole Mooradian can help. Email her at
nicole@nicolemooradian.com
for rates.

The PVPHA “Dispatch” is a
publication of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula
Horsemen’s
Association, a charitable nonprofit organization classified by the IRS as a
publicly supported tax-exempt organization. Please direct all editorial
correspondence to:
PVPHA
PO Box 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

PVPHA
PO BOX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274

