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Jan. meeting is Poetry Festival
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
DISPATCH EDITOR

 Remember, there will not be an “official” January general meeting 
for the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s Association. Members are 
encouraged to attend the 15th annual Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival 
at the Empty Saddle Club on Jan. 21, instead. For more details on the 
event, see the news briefs on Page 2. /

Jan. 14
Cowboy Boot Camp saddle & 
tack workshop
More info: 310-377-8834
Cowboy Boot Camp
Jan. 14-15
interscholastic equestrian 
league horse show 
More info: ociel@cox.net
Rancho Mission Viejo Riding Park
Jan. 21
Cowboy Poetry & Music Festival
Empty Saddle Club
Jan. 23
equestrian committee meeting
Rolling Hills Estates City Hall

Send events to pvpha2010@gmail.com.

EVENTS Rolling Hills Estates to install  
new arena, bleachers at  
Ernie Howlett Park
by NICOLE MOORADIAN
DISPATCH EDITOR

The city of Rolling Hills Estates 
will use some of its Quimby funds to 
install a new arena for lunging and 
warming up as well as new bleachers 
at Ernie Howlett Park.

Quimby funds are park fees paid to 
the city by developers. They must be 
used for capital projects and cannot 
be used for ongoing maintenance. 

According to a notice in the win-
ter edition of the RHE newsletter, the 
new arena, measuring 65 feet by 85 
feet, will be located on a former stor-
age deck near the city’s maintenance 
yard at the park. The new bleachers 
will be installed at the equestrian 
center’s viewing area.

Once finished, local riders can 
use the arena to lunge, turn out and 
warm up their horses during regular 
park hours, according to the city. The 

arena will also serve as a warm-up 
area during horse shows.

The city expects the projects to be 
completed by July 2012, hopefully 
in time for the annual Las Amigas 
equestrian competition.

Currently, Ernie Howlett Park fea-
tures a small barn, three riding are-
nas, a dressage arena and a grand-
stand area, according to the Rolling 
Hills Estates website. /

City of rolliNg Hills estates
ernie Howlett Park currently features 
three “regular” riding arenas and a 
dressage arena.

equestrian community memorializes 
annamay naef: read about the trail 
ride held in honor of Peninsula High 
school student and local rider annamay 
Naef in this issue’s news briefs.

faCebook

mailto:ociel@cox.net


Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival to celebrate 
15th birthday

The annual Cowboy Poetry and Music Festival will be 
held at the Empty Saddle Club at 6 p.m. Jan. 21. 

Enjoy homemade chili and cornbread before the enter-
tainment begins at 7 p.m. 

The event will feature amazing musicians like Pat Bo-
len, The Cross Town Cowboys, Kathy Stowe, and Steve 
Deming and the New Westernaires, as well as poets Wan-
da Smith, Janice Lukstein, Charlene O’Neil and Steve 
Deming, among others. 

Annamay Naef memorial trail ride raises funds 
for Ride to Fly

The Annamay Naef memorial trail ride, held in honor 
of a well-known local rider and Peninsula High School 
student, attracted about two dozen riders Dec. 18 and 
raised more than $100 for Annamay’s favorite charity, 
Ride to Fly.

The riders left Ernie Howlett Park at about 9 a.m., and 
at the end of the ride, participants enjoyed refreshments 
provided by the Naef family.

“Thank you all who came to remember Annamay, rid-
ers and friends,” Heinz Naef, Annamay’s father, wrote on 
the event’s Facebook page. “Special thanks go to Kelsey 
and Katie for putting it together. Looking forward to see-
ing you next year.”

Orange County IEL looks to season’s final shows
The Interscholastic Equestrian League in Orange 

County, which sponsors horse shows for students in ele-
mentary, middle and high school, will host its final shows 
on Jan. 14 and 15. 

Results from the shows were unavailable at press time.

News briefs are generally 2-3 short paragraphs. To sub-
mit a news brief, email the text to pvpha2010@gmail.
com. The editor reserves the right to not include briefs 
and to edit briefs for length and clarity. /
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rutH sobeCk / faCebook
Horses and riders gather at the Rolling Hills General 
store at the end of the annamay naef memorial trail ride.

FRoM tHe editoR: i need youR HelP
as you may have noticed, this month’s Dispatch is only 
eight pages instead of the usual 12. this is because i sim-
ply don’t have enough content. this is where you come 
in Do you have a horse care tip? Did you take home a 
ribbon at your last show? got a great recipe for horse 
treats? Want to express an opinion on an equestrian is-
sue? Have a clinic to put on the calendar? send it to pv-
pha2010@gmail.com, and i include it in a future issue. 

—Nicole Mooradian

mailto:pvpha2010%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pvpha2010%40gmail.com?subject=


VOL. XXVI, ISSuE 1 PVPHA DISPATCH • 3

by RUTH SOBECK
SPECIAL TO THE DISPATCH

Editor’s note: Dr. Ruth Sobeck posted a version of this 
essay on her Facebook wall in response to Erin Ryan’s 
opinion piece on horse slaughter. (See “Opinion: Save 
horses from slaughter,” December 2011.) With her per-
mission, it is reproduced here. It has been edited for 
punctuation, grammar and clarity.

The slaughter issue is not about our horses going to 
slaughter. These are unwanted horses—people have al-
ready demonstrated that they don’t care about them. 
There are not enough people with the desire nor resourc-
es to save them all. Slaughter within our borders seems 
to be a more humane option than what these horses are 
otherwise subjected to.

Even “humane” euthanasia is becoming a thing of the 

past. In some regions, the barbiturates commonly used to 
euthanize horses are considered an environmental hazard 
because contaminated carcasses may put wildlife at risk. 
Some rendering facilities are refusing bodies with pento-
barbital. In those places death by bullet or captive bolt—
the same method of death used in a slaughterhouse—may 
be the only options. To wit, now the only argument be-
comes one of the distaste we may have for horse meat.

I realize many argue that the horses are frightened by 
the screaming and the smell of blood and death. I would 
argue that this scenario is a made-up one. 

First, we often subject our horses to new and frighten-
ing situations, such as the first ride, the first haul, the first 
overnight at a show. 

Second, as a veterinarian, I routinely find myself in the 
situation of needing to euthanize a horse in front of other 
horses at a stable. It is rare that the other horses even

See ‘Horse slaughter,’ Page 4.

Opinion: Slaughter sometimes humane option
Local veterinarian Dr. Ruth Sobeck argues that horse slaughter may 
not be as horrific as many believe.
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Continued from Page 3.
appear to notice that one of their own has just fallen to 
the ground and died. Should they do anything at all, the 
typical response is a lifting of the head for a few seconds 
before resuming whatever they were doing at the time.

While I have never shot a horse to death before, vet-
erinarians that have describe the death as instant and far 
less disturbing (other than the noise) than the lethal in-
jection. Captive bolt is essentially the same process. To 
say that the procedure can be “messed up” puts it in the 
same category as chemical euthanasia—I’ve had those go 
badly myself.

I don’t think I can change anyone’s mind on the issue, 
but just please realize that it’s not my horse or your horse 
that is going to the kill pen by the recent passage of a bill 
to re-fund inspectors for slaughterhouses, essentially le-
galizing horse slaughter in the u.S. once again. Every sin-
gle one of us that has an opinion on the issue—whether 
for or against—clearly has his or her own humane plan in 
place for his or her own horses. It’s the other horses that 
are headed for slaughter. /

Horse slaughter: Vet responds to 
December Dispatch article
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WANTED: Help! Need parking for 
2 horse bumper pull trailer. Trade 
parking for use? Call Sarina 562-519-
6088.

FOR SALE:  Hobby Horse Show 
Chaps - Black, tan and green.  Size 
10. $250 each. 310.377.4458.

FOR SALE: 15″ Ian D. Miller Colle-
giate hunt saddle. Red-brown, beige 
kneerolls. Includes irons, leathers, 
girth, cover. $600. 310-544-3313.

HELP THE DISPATCH: Please 
take a brief, anonymous survey to 
help us improve the newsletter. 
you can access the survey online at 
http://is.gd/dispatch.

Two-line classified advertisements 
are free to PVPHA members. To 
submit a classified  advertisement, 
email it to the editor of the Dispatch 
at pvpha2010@gmail.com. 

CLASSIFIED

YOUR CAPTION HERE.

Have you taken a funny picture of your horse in a crazy situation? send 
it to ghoule@cox.net with a funny caption, and you could win a trail map!

Winner will be announced in 2013.

Photo and caption by ???

Horse fuNNies

youR PHoto 
HeRe.

http://is.gd/dispatch
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Monthly Rates:
Full Page (approx. 8″ x 10″) $150
Half Page (4″ x 10″ / 8″ x 5″) $75
Quarter Page (4″ x 5″) $35
Business Card (2 ½″ x 4″) $20
Per Line   $2

Two-line classified ads are free to mem-
bers. Ads must be paid in advance.

SPECIAL: Pay for 11 months in 
advance, and the 12th month is free!

Please mail checks payable to  
PVPHA to
   PVPHA
   PO Box 4153
   PVP, CA 90274

Email camera-ready ad copy to the 
Dispatch editor at pvpha2010@
gmail.com or snail-mail it to
   PVPHA
   PO Box 4153
   PVP, CA 90274

Any additional printing costs must 
be paid by the advertiser.

DEADLINE for the receipt of 
ads is the 20th of the month.

Dispatch
Advertising 

Rates  
and Policy

Dale allen, President     310-325-4903
Charlene o’Neil, VP education      310-548-3663
Nancy Wildman, VP Membership     310-377-7657
kelly yates, VP Civic affairs    310-704-7226
gil Houle, VP fiscal affairs         310-375-5157
Michelle sanborn, treasurer       310-770-4468
erin ryan, recording secretary     310-413-4679
kitty kohles, Corresponding secretary  310-345-3274
Dispatch edited by Nicole Mooradian.

PVPHA Board of Directors

Join tHe PVPHa
to join the Palos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen’s asso-
ciation, clip and mail this form to
 PVPHa
 Po box 4153
 Palos Verdes Peninsula, Ca 90274

Name: 

address: 

City:

state:   ZiP:

e-mail:

referred by:

Please indicate how much you would like to donate; 
checks should be made payable to PVPHa:

  Household membership $ 35.00

  tax-deductible contribution 
  to trail Protection fund $

     total:  $

inteRested in WRitinG oR  
PHotoGRaPHy?

the Dispatch is always looking 
for writers and photographers 
to help fill its next issue. 
Contact the editor at  
pvpha2010@gmail.com for 
more information.

need an ad desiGned? 

Dispatch editor Nicole Moora-
dian can help. email her at 
nicole@nicolemooradian.com 
for rates.
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the PVPHa “Dispatch” is a  
publication of the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Horsemen’s associa-
tion, a charitable nonprofit organi-
zation classified by the irs as a 
publicly supported tax-exempt orga-
nization. Please direct all editorial  
correspondence to:

PVPHa
Po box 4153
rHe, Ca 90274

PVPHa
Po boX 4153
Palos Verdes Peninsula, Ca 90274


